A PRAYER SERVICE AT HOME
WHEN ATTENDANCE AT MASS IS NOT POSSIBLE

Thirty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time
In these extraordinary times when we cannot gather as a Christian Community to
celebrate Mass, let us unite ourselves spiritually to the Mass as it is being celebrated in
our churches.
This resource is offered to provide a ritual by which families, "the domestic church," can
keep the Lord’s day holy by joining together to celebrate part of the Church’s liturgy at
home. Ideally, the head of the family will lead the service; other members of the family
should take on roles as readers.
It would be appropriate to celebrate this service at the usual time the family would
attend Mass. If possible, prepare a suitable prayer space with a crucifix, holy picture
and/or a candle or two. If the family is blessed with musical talent, hymns would be
appropriate.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.

GREETING
Leader:

We gather together to keep holy the Lord’s Day. Sunday has been called the
Lord’s Day because it was on this day, on the first Easter, that Jesus
conquered sin and death and rose to new life. Although public Mass has been
restored, the threat of the transmission of COVID-19 continues, the bishop is
continuing the dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation, and those who
are not yet comfortable with the potential risk of returning to Sunday Mass still
strive through these prayers to be united in the spirit of Christ with the Church

around the world and celebrate our redemption in Christ’s suffering, death
and resurrection.
Leader:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God for ever.

All:

Blessed be God for ever.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Leader:

Coming together as God’s family, with confidence let us acclaim the Father’s
forgiveness, for God is full of gentleness and compassion.
After a pause for silent reflection, the leader continues.

Leader:

Lord, you were sent by the Father to bring good news to the poor,
Lord, have mercy.

All:

Lord, have mercy.

Leader:

Christ, you came to save us from sin,
Christ, have mercy.

All:

Christ, have mercy.

Leader:

Lord, you were sent to proclaim the grace and mercy of God,
Lord, have mercy.

All:

Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
All:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

COLLECT
Leader: Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all adversity, so that,
unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the
things that are yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

Wis 6:12-16

Reader: A reading from the Book of Wisdom
Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, and she is readily perceived by those
who love her, and found by those who seek her. She hastens to make herself
known in anticipation of their desire; Whoever watches for her at dawn shall
not be disappointed, for he shall find her sitting by his gate. For taking thought
of wisdom is the perfection of prudence, and whoever for her sake keeps vigil
shall quickly be free from care; because she makes her own rounds, seeking
those worthy of her, and graciously appears to them in the ways, and meets
them with all solicitude.
The Word of the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

Reader: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
All:

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Reader: O God, you are my God whom I seek;
for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.
All:

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Reader: Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary
to see your power and your glory,
For your kindness is a greater good than life;
my lips shall glorify you.
All:

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Reader: Thus will I bless you while I live;
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.
As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied,
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.
All:

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Reader: I will remember you upon my couch,
and through the night-watches I will meditate on you:
You are my help,
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.
All:

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

SECOND READING

1 Thes 4:13-18

Reader: A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who
have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through
Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep. Indeed, we tell you this,
on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of
the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord

himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the
trumpet of God, will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be with the
Lord. Therefore, console one another with these words.
The Word of the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Cantor:

Alleluia, alleluia.

All:

Alleluia, alleluia.

Cantor:

Stay awake and be ready!
For you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

All:

Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL

Jn 14:23

Mt 25:1-13

Leader:

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

All:

Glory to you, O Lord.

Leader:

Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven will be like ten
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of
them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when taking their
lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with their
lamps. Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy and
fell asleep.
At midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!
Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
But the wise ones replied, 'No, for there may not be enough for us and you.
Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.’
While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those who were ready
went into the wedding feast with him. Then the door was locked.
Afterwards the other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’
But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.’

Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour."
The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION
PROFESSION OF FAITH
All:

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
[All bow during the following two lines:]

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS
LORD’S PRAYER
Leader:

Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us.

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
All:

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you as if you were already there
and unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.

PRAYER OF BLESSING
Leader:

St Michael, the Archangel, Protect and Pray for us.

All:

Amen.

Leader:

The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face shine on us and be
gracious to us; the Lord turn his face toward us and give us his peace both
now and forever.

All:

Amen.

Leader:

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.
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