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perfect means of giving thanks for 

Godõs blessings, whether it is 

winning a calf -roping contest or 

being cured of leprosy.  
 

The very word Eucharist , another 

w o r d  f o r  M a s s ,  m e a n s 

thanksgiving . The first purpose of 

sacrifice is to give glory to God. 

Linked with giving praise is giving 

thanks. Remember how the 

grateful leper returned to Christ 

who had healed him, òpraising God 

with a loud voice; and he fell at the 

feet of Jesus, giving Him thanks.ó 

That is exactly what we do in every 

Mass. 
 

Notice how often the word òthanksó 

occurs in Sacred Liturgy. In the 

Gloria: òwe give you thanks é for 

your great glory.ó Often the Collect 

(i.e., Opening Prayer) includes a 

word of thanks for the feast or 

mystery we are celebrating. The 

Preface begins: òIt is our duty and 

our salvat ion a lways and 

everywhere to give you thanks 

through your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ.ó Right before the 

consecration the priest recalls that 

Jesus took bread and gave thanks 

to His heavenly Father; like -wise, 

when He took the chalice. òWe 

Years ago, Mr. and 

Mrs. Dan Matile of 

Elmdale, Kansas, 

asked a priest to 

offer a Mass for the 

success and safety of 

their sons, Gene and 

Joe, who were 

competing in the 

National High School Rodeo 

Championship Finals to be held in 

Ogden, Utah. The boys won first 

place awards in the team roping 

contest. Their prize: two handsome 

saddles. After winning, the Matiles 

asked the priest to offer a Mass in 

thanksgiving for their sonsõ 

accomplishment.  
 

The Matiles expressed their 

gratitude in the perfect way ð in 

and through the Mass. They were 

like the grateful leper in todayõs 

Gospel who returned to thank 

Jesus for curing him. Too many are 

like the ungrateful nine who were 

cured but did not express their 

thanks.   
 

Since last Sundayõs Mass how often 

have we thanked God?  Even when 

we attend Mass how often is the 

thought of thanks in our hearts? It 

should be, because Mass is the 

PERFECT THANKS  

We Returned to God  
September 2019  

 

Envelopes  $    38,414.25 

Loose           3,581.89 

Online            4,330.00 

Holy Day                     105.00 

Total Gifts   $     46,431.14 

 

Monthly Budget   $     47,979.07  

 

Fiscal Year to Date  

Total Gifts   $  125,653.11 

Budget        127,164.47 

    $     -1,511.36 
 

 

Annual Budget      $  501,000.00  

 

 

Registered Families          703 

Envelopes Issued           621 

Envelopes Used                  179 

Online Givers               38 

thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve 

you.ó When we receive Holy 

Communion we should praise and 

adore Our Lord, but we should also 

thank Him, as we do in the Prayer 

after Communion for the 7 th  

Sunday of Easter: òGrant, O Lord, 

that we may always be grateful for 

the sacramental gift that we have 

just received.ó 
 

Yes, grant, O Lord, that we may 

always be grateful for all Your 

gifts, spiritual and material.  

Grant, O Lord, that we may always 

express our thanks as Jesus did. 

Grant, O Lord, that we may have 

the spirit of thanksgiving shown by 

the family in our storyg and shown 

by the grateful leper. Grant, O 

Lord, that we may express our 

gratitude in and through Holy 

Mass, the perfect way of saying, 

òThank you.ó 
 

God bless you.      

 

Breakfast to Benefit Homeless Vets  
Sunday, October 27 th  

9:30 am to 1:00 pm 

$10 Adults    $5 Children 

Children under 7 free 
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Or Len Szweda 699-3519 


