We have come
to do him
homage

CATHOLIC CHURCH
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our God is with us!

Arise! Your light has come… Upon you the LORD shines!
Isaiah 60:1-2
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Mission Statement: Stirred by the Holy Spirit, the mission of Holy Family Parish is to evangelize our community
with the transforming power of Christ through love and compassion for God and neighbor.
Pastor

Rev. Kyle J. Sanders
ksanders@arch-no.org

Sacramental emergency: 985-237-0972
Office
985-839-4040
Monday-Thursday: 8 am - 4:30 pm
Friday: 8 am-1 pm
Location / Mailing Address
1220 14th Ave, Franklinton, LA 70438
Website
www.holyfamilyfranklinton.org
Parish Email
holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org
Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am, 11 am, 3 pm (español)
Tues/Wed: 5 pm
Thurs/Fri/first Sat: 9 am
Confessions
Saturday 3-4 pm, and by appointment
Eucharistic Adoration
First Friday of each month,
9:30 am-4:30 pm
Marriages
Contact Fr Kyle at least six months
prior to anticipated date.
Baptisms
Contact Fr Kyle: 985-839-4040
Charitable Outreach
Friends of St Francis: 985-201-5882
Religious Education
Renée Herbert: 985-630-1121
Youth Ministry
Fr Kyle: 985-839-4040
Bulletin Deadline
Tuesday, noon.

From Our Pastor:

Homily for the Solemnity of the Epiphany
~ Pope Benedict XVI (2011) ~

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On the Solemnity of Epiphany the Church continues to contemplate and to
celebrate the mystery of the birth of Jesus the Saviour. In particular, this day
stresses the universal destination and significance of this birth.
By becoming man in Mary’s womb, the Son of God did not only come for the
People of Israel, represented by the Shepherds of Bethlehem, but also for the
whole of humanity, represented by the Magi. And it is precisely on the Magi
and their journey in search of the Messiah (cf. Matthew 2:1-12) that the
Church invites us to meditate and pray today.
We heard in the Gospel that having arrived in Jerusalem from the East they
asked: “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen
his star in the East, and have come to worship him” (v. 2). What kind of people
were they and what kind of star was it? They were probably sages who scrutinized the heavens, but not in order to try to “read” the future in the stars,
possibly to profit by so doing. Rather, they were men “in search” of something more, in search of the true light that could point out the path to take in
life. They were people certain that something we might describe as the
“signature” of God exists in creation, a signature that man can and must
endeavour to discover and decipher.
Perhaps the way to become better acquainted with these Magi and to understand their desire to let themselves be guided by God’s signs is to pause to
consider what they find on their journey, in the great city of Jerusalem.
First of all they met King Herod. He was certainly interested in the Child of
which the Magi spoke; not in order to worship him, as he wished to make
them believe by lying, but rather to kill him. Herod was a powerful man who
saw others solely as rivals to combat. Basically, on reflection, God also seemed
a rival to him, a particularly dangerous rival who would like to deprive men of
their vital space, their autonomy, their power; a rival who points out the way
to take in life and thus prevents one from doing what one likes.
Herod listened to the interpretations of the Prophet Micah’s words, made by
his experts in Sacred Scripture, but his only thought was of the throne. So
God himself had to be clouded over and people had to be reduced to mere
pawns to move on the great chessboard of power. Herod is a figure we dislike, whom we instinctively judge negatively because of his brutality.
Y-Prep resumes
this Wed 1/6
at 6 pm.
CYO’s at 7.
CCD resumes
Sun 1/10 at 9:45 am.

Yet we should ask ourselves: is there perhaps something of Herod also in us? Might we too sometimes
see God as a sort of rival? Might we too be blind to
his signs and deaf to his words because we think he
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<< From Our Pastor, continued from front page <<
is setting limits on our life and does not allow us to dispose of our existence as we please?
Dear Brothers and Sisters, when we see God in this way we end by feeling dissatisfied and discontent because we are
not letting ourselves be guided by the One who is the foundation of all things.
We must rid our minds and hearts of the idea of rivalry, of the idea that making room for God is a constraint on us. We
must open ourselves to the certainty that God is almighty love that takes nothing away, that does not threaten; on the
contrary he is the Only One who can give us the possibility of living to the full, of experiencing true joy.
The Magi then meet the scholars, the theologians, the experts who know everything about the Sacred Scriptures, who
are familiar with the possible interpretations, who can quote every passage of it since they know it by heart and are
therefore of valuable assistance to those who choose to walk on God’s path.
However, St Augustine says, they like being guides to others, they point out the way; but they themselves do not travel, they stand stock-still. For them the Scriptures become a sort of atlas to be perused with curiosity, a collection of
words and concepts for study and for learned discussion.
However, once again we can ask ourselves: is not there a temptation within us to consider the Sacred Scriptures, this
very rich and vital treasure for the faith of the Church, as an object of study and of specialists’ discussions rather than
as the Book that shows us the way to attain life? I think, as I suggested in the Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini,
that profound willingness must ceaselessly be born within them to see the words of the Bible interpreted in the
Church’s living Tradition (n. 18), as the truth that tells us what man is and how he can fulfil himself totally, the truth that
is the way to take every day, with others, if we wish to build our lives on rock and not on sand.
And so we come to the star. What kind of star was the star the Magi saw and followed? This question has been the
subject of discussion among astronomers down the centuries. Kepler, for example, claimed that it was “new” or “supernew”, one of those stars that usually radiates a weak light but can suddenly and violently explode, producing an exceptionally bright blaze.
These are of course interesting things but do not guide us to what is essential for understanding that star. We must
return to the fact that those men were seeking traces of God; they were seeking to read his “signature” in creation;
they knew that “the heavens are telling of the glory of God” (Psalm 19 [18]:2); they were certain, that is, that God can
be perceived in creation.
But, as sages, the Magi also knew that it is not with any kind of telescope but rather with the profound eyes of reason
in search of the ultimate meaning of reality and with the desire for God, motivated by faith, that it is possible to meet
him, indeed, becomes possible for God to come close to us.
The universe is not the result of chance, as some would like to make us believe.
O come, let us adore him,
In contemplating it, we are asked to interpret in it something profound; the wisdom of the Creator, the inexhaustible creativity of God, his infinite love for us.
Christ the Lord!
We must not let our minds be limited by theories that always go only so far
Shepherds and kings found the
and that — at a close look — are far from competing with faith but do not
Son of God in a lowly manger, a
succeed in explaining the ultimate meaning of reality. We cannot but perceive
in the beauty of the world, its mystery, its greatness and its rationality, the
feeding trough for animals, yet
eternal rationality; nor can we dispense with its guidance to the one God,
they recognized and adored Him.
Creator of Heaven and of earth.
They may have even had a breathIf we acquire this perception we shall see that the One who created the world
taking moment of holding Him in
and the One who was born in a grotto in Bethlehem and who continues to
their arms! We find the Son of God
dwell among us in the Eucharist, are the same living God who calls us, who
in a lowly piece of bread, which
loves us and who wants to lead us to eternal life.
feeds us. We have the astonishing
Herod, the Scriptural exegetes, the star: but let us follow the journey of the
privilege of holding Him in our
Magi to Jerusalem. Above the great city the star disappears, it is no longer
seen. What does this mean? In this case too, we must interpret the sign in its
hands, of taking Him into ourdepth. For those men it was logical to seek the new king in the royal palace,
selves! Let us not fail to recogwhere the wise court advisors were to be found.
nize Him, adore Him, and thank
Yet, probably to their amazement, they were obliged to note that this newHim. Come adore Him in the Euborn Child was not found in the places of power and culture, even though in
charist this Friday 1/8/21, 9:30 am
those places they were offered precious information about him.
-4:30 pm. Sign up for an hour
On the other hand they realized that power, even the power of knowledge,
near the entrance, or just drop in
sometimes blocks the way to the encounter with this Child. The star then
and visit Him anytime.
guided them to Bethlehem, a little town; it led them among the poor and
the humble to find the King of the world. >> continued, next page >>

<< From Our Pastor, continued <<
God’s criteria differ from human criteria. God does not manifest himself in the power of this world but in the humility of his
love, the love that asks our freedom to be welcomed in order to transform us and to enable us to reach the One who is Love.
Yet, for us too things are not so different from what they were for the Magi. If we were to be asked our opinion on
how God was to save the world, we might answer that he would have to manifest all his power to give the world a fairer economic system in which each person could have everything he wanted. Indeed, this would be a sort of violence to
man because it would deprive him of the fundamental elements that characterize him. In fact neither our freedom nor
our love would be called into question. God’s power is revealed in quite a different way: in Bethlehem, where we encounter the apparent powerlessness of his love. And it is there that we must go and there that we find God’s star.
Thus, a final important element of the event of the Magi appears to us very clearly: the language of creation enables us to
make good headway on the path towards God but does not give us the definitive light. In the end, it was indispensable for
the Magi to listen to the voice of the Sacred Scriptures: they alone could show them the way. The true star is the word of
God which, amidst of the uncertainty of human discourses, gives us the immense splendour of the Divine Truth.
Dear brothers and sisters, let us allow ourselves to be guided by the star that is the word of God, let us follow it in our
lives, walking with the Church in which the Word has pitched his tent. Our road will always be illumined by a light that
no other sign can give us. And we too shall become stars for others, a reflection of that light which Christ caused to
shine upon us. Amen.

If you’re a Catholic, you’ve probably seen

it: a mysterious series of letters and numbers,
CHRISTUS MANSIONEM BENEDICAT
looking for all the world like an equation, inscribed in chalk over a doorway at your parish,
or at a friend’s home. Maybe you thought
you could figure it out. Maybe you were
too embarrassed to ask, “What the heck
THE CHALKING OF THE DOORS:
is that?”
An Epiphany Tradition Explained
If you don’t know what the chalk means,
don’t feel ashamed. You’re not alone.
Epiphany (also known as Twelfth Night, Theophany, or Three Kings Day) marks the occasion of a time-honored Christian tradition of “chalking the doors.” The formula for the ritual — adapted for 2021 — is simple: take chalk of any color and write the following above the entrances of your home: 20 + C + M + B + 21.
The letters have two meanings. First, they represent the initials of the Magi — Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar — who
came to visit Jesus in His first home. They also abbreviate the Latin phrase, Christus mansionem benedicat: “May
Christ bless the house.” The + signs represent the cross, and the 20 at the beginning and 21 at the end mark the year.
Taken together, this inscription is performed as a request for Christ to bless those homes so marked and that He stay
with those who dwell therein throughout the entire year.
The chalking of the doors is most commonly done on the traditional Feast of the Epiphany—the Twelfth Day of Christmas. Traditionally the blessing is prayed either by a priest or by the father or head of the family. This blessing can be
performed simply by just writing the inscription and offering the following prayer, or more elaborately, including
songs, the burning of incense, and the sprinkling of holy water.
† The Son of God made His home among us. With thanks and praise let us call upon Him. Lord Jesus, with Mary and Joseph, You formed the Holy Family; remain in our home, that we may know You as our guest, and honor You as our Head.
(R: Amen.) Lord Jesus, the three kings presented their gifts to You in praise and adoration; by their intercession, grant that
we who live in this house may use our talents and abilities to Your greater glory. (R: Amen.) Lord God of heaven and
earth, You revealed Your only begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit
it. Fill us with the light of Christ, that our concern for others may reflect Your love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
† May Christ Jesus dwell with us, keep us from all harm, and make us one in mind and heart, now and forever. (R: Amen.)
Practicing traditions like the chalking of the doors helps us to live our Faith more concretely, and serves as an outward
sign of our dedication to Our Lord. Seeing the symbols over our door helps us recall, in our daily comings and goings,
that our homes and all who dwell or visit there belong to Christ. It also reminds us of the welcome the Magi gave to
Jesus, encouraging us to be as welcoming to all who come to our homes!
It is a rich tradition, a worthy invocation of God’s blessing, and a great conversation starter for your guests. Each time someone asks about the inscription, there’s an opportunity to share with them this authentically Catholic expression of dedicating
ourselves to the Lord.
—adapted from https://onepeterfive.com/the-chalking-of-the-doors-an-epiphany-tradition-explained/

*
Please pray for:

Pat Altentaler; Adam Authement; D. Barrois; Baldasssaro Family; Jim Bradle; Donna Bruney; Johnson Chouest; Flo Clemons;
Heidi David; Al Davis; Briley Davis; Paula Davis; Maria Fenyes; Keaton Family; Sheila Laurant; Dan LeBlanc; Henry, Tina Lirette; Keith Long; Christy Lorio; Jean Lugo; Cindy Marsh; Kalob Morel; Marie Oswald; Mickey Power; Denise Rednour; Cody
Reed; Cathy Shreve; Janet Dauterive Solis; Joyce Stall; Violeta Thomas; Al Triche; Nick Tullier; Jane Varnado; Laura Zeringue
Names stay on the list for three months. To add someone, call 839-4040 or email holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org.

This week’s Scripture readings
Mon 1/4
Elizabeth Seton
Religious, Founder

1 John 3:22—4:6
Psalm 2:7-8,10-12
Matthew 4:12-17

Tues 1/5
John Neumann
Bishop

1 John 4:7-10
Psalm 72:1-4,7-8
Mark 6:34-44

Wed 1/6
Christmas
Weekday

1 John 4:11-18
Psalm 72:1-2,10-13
Mark 6:45-52

Thurs 1/7
Christmas
Weekday

1 John 4:19—5:4
Psalm 72:1-2,14-17
Luke 4:14-22

Fri 1/8
Our Lady of
Prompt Succor

Genesis 3:1-6,13-15
Revelation 12:1-3,7-12,17
John 2:1-11

Sat 1/9
Christmas
Weekday

1 John 5:14-21
Psalm 149:1-6,9
John 3:22-30

Sun 1/10
Feast of the
Baptism of
the Lord

Isaiah 55:1-11
Isaiah 12:2-6
1 John 5:1-9
Mark 1:7-11

Upcoming events
1/5
1/6
1/6
1/6
1/7
1/8
1/8
1/8
1/9
1/10
1/12
1/12
1/13
1/13
1/14

RCIA 6 pm
Mass 9 am (not 5 pm)
Y-Prep 6 pm
CYO 7 pm
Adult Formation 6 pm
Rosary 8:30 am
Adoration 9:30 am-4:30 pm
Benediction 4:30 pm
Confessions 3-4 pm
CCD 9:45 am
Altar & Rosary 10 am
RCIA 6 pm
Y-Prep 6 pm
CYO 7 pm
Friends of St Francis 9:30 am

The current month’s calendar is always available at www.holyfamily
franklinton.org/parish-calendar, dated the 1st of the month. Printed
copies are on the bookshelf in the church.

The Sanctuary Lamp burns constantly
to proclaim the Real Presence
of Jesus in the tabernacle.
It also burns
January 3 - 9
in memory of Clinton Vezina
by anonymous request

2021 Mass / Sanctuary Lamp
intention book is open
Please bring, email, or mail your intention
list to the office so we can schedule them.
No intentions will be scheduled from previous lists, so even if you have given us a
list in the past, you should submit a new
one. No phone calls please.

Mass Intentions
1/2
5 pm
1/3 8:30 am
1/3 11 am
1/3
3 pm
1/5
5 pm
1/6
9 am
1/7
9 am
1/8
9 am

†Buddy Galivan
Joyce Stall
Our Parishioners
Aidan Ibarra
†Buddy Galivan
†Buddy Galivan
†Buddy Galivan
†Brandi Sander

Every nation on earth will adore You.
Psalm 72:11

Stewardship Report
regular collection
$ 3,799.00
building fund
$
25.00
Thank you for your generosity.

