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"Son of David, have pity on me!" Has the cry of 
Bartimaeus ever escaped your lips? Today's Gos-

pel tells the story of a blind man with a 
difficult lot in life. He made a living by 
begging coins off passing travelers. 
When word reaches him that Jesus will 
be passing by, this is when he begins is 
shouts for mercy. Jesus hears Bartimae-
us' cry and beckons him forward.  
   "What do you want me to do for 
you?" Last week, Jesus asked a similar 
question to James and John. Their re-
sponse was a clutch for fame. Barti-
maeus' response is much humbler. 

"Lord, I want to see." How strange this interac-
tion must have seemed to the onlookers. The 
man is blind! Of course he wants to see! But 
Jesus is always teaching us. By asking us what 
we want, Jesus reveals the dispositions of our 
hearts. God already knows them, but do we? By 
asking James and John to name their ambition, 
their  
selfishness is exposed to them and to the other 
disciples. By asking Bartimaeus to name his 
longing, his faith is exposed to the entire crowd. 
Jesus invites participation in our own redemp-
tion. He doesn't save us without us!  
    Take some time in silent prayer today. Place 
yourself in this story of Bartimaeus. Imagine 
yourself there on the dusty, crowded roadside. 
Jesus is calling you! When you stand before him, 
his focus is on you and you alone. "What do you 
want me to do for you?" he asks. Search your 
heart. How would you respond? What part of 
your heart is Jesus asking you to expose? He has 
come to heal and to restore. May we, too, be 
sent! "Go ... your faith has saved you."  
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A parish family, growing 
as followers of Jesus, as 
we learn from Mary the 
path of faithful  
discipleship  
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Inspiration for the Week 

Ecumenical  Thanksgiving 
Service Wed., Nov. 21, 7pm,  
Congregational Church  
 

Christmas Carolling Around 
Town Dec. 9, more details 
soon 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
CHRISTIANS PRAYING TOGETHER 

 ,ÅÔÓȭ ÆÁÃÅ ÉÔȟ ÁÌÌ ÃÏÕÐÌÅÓ ǢÇÈÔȢ  
,ÅÁÒÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ǢÇÈÔ Á 'ÏÏÄ &ÉÇÈÔ ɂ 
#ÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÉÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȦ 
Join us for a fun event filled with humor, fresh insight, and new 
strategies for your relationship.  
Fight Night: How to Fight Fair is for everyone ð newlyweds, 

òoldyweds,ó seriously dating, engaged couples ð anyone 
wanting to make a good relationship great.  

Hereõs what youõll learn: 

2ÏÕÎÄ /ÎÅȡ 7ÈÙ 7Å &ÉÇÈÔ 
2ÏÕÎÄ 4×Ïȡ (Ï× ÔÏ &ÉÇÈÔ Á 'ÏÏÄ &ÉÇÈÔ 
Î"ÒÉÄÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÎÄÅÒ 'ÁÐ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ &ÉÇÈÔÓ Î!ÖÏÉÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÒ 2ÅÄ &ÌÁÇÓ ÏÆ #ÏÎǨÉÃÔ  
Î$ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇÌÙ %ǟÅÃÔÉÖÅ  #ÏÎǨÉÃÔ #ÁÒÄ  Î,ÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÃÒÅÔ ÔÏ +ÅÅÐÉÎÇ Á 
#ÏÏÌ (ÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ Á 7ÁÒÍ (ÅÁÒÔ Î(Ï× ΣΡ -ÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ 9ÏÕÒ 7ÅÅË 7ÉÌÌ $ÉÍÉÎÉÓÈ  
#ÏÎǨÉÃÔ 

2019 Mass Intentions 
The Mass book is now open 
for intentions for 2019 ñ 
put an envelope in the col-
lection basket or drop by 
the office Tuesday or Thurs-
day in office hours  


