Pastoral Message from Fr. George for April 23, 2021
Praise be to God for guiding our parish family during Great Lent and leading
us to Holy Week this Sunday. I commend your hard work with your prayers,
fasting, and almsgiving. During our worship and fellowship, I have witnessed
many sacrificial acts of love and support that our parishioners offer in faithful
service to our Crucified Lord, even when it may not be popular or
accepted… “they strengthened the souls of the disciples and encouraged
them to continue in the faith, saying, ‘It is through many persecutions that we
must enter the kingdom of God.’” (Acts of the Apostles 14:22)

As we examine our consciences and seek forgiveness from God and one
another for our shortcomings, I encourage us to pray the Great Canon of St
Andrew, Bishop of Crete. He wrote this sacred hymn for his personal
reflections and drew from both the Old and New Testaments in a spirit of
somber humility, hope in God, and hymns of praise to Him.

Simply put, the Great Canon is a dialogue between St. Andrew and his soul,
and its theme is a call to change his life by acknowledging his sinfulness.
Likewise, we can pray and reflect on it as we seek to repent and receive
God’s mercy during the final week of Great Lent and even next week as we
follow Holy Week. The Great Canon portrays the Biblical images in a
personal way to every penitent, thereby helping the faithful identify
themselves with people and events found in the Bible and transform them in
the image and likeness of God which we will celebrate at Great and Holy
Pascha.

Click here for the Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete

Our Parish Weekly E-Bulletin is sent out every Monday – check it out!
Visit our parish website for latest ministry and schedule updates.
Read Sunday Bulletin in person or download from website if traveling.
Jackie Sarantis maintains office hours on Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays and
can assist you, our Parish Council, Ministry Leaders, & Fr.
George.
Email/call Fr. George to schedule/discuss Sacramental Needs and Pastoral
Counseling. (Please call or email Fr. George today for confessions this Friday.)

Welcome Back to Church (Phase 2)
Below are St. Christopher’s current guidelines for coming to church. These
fall in line with the next phase of guidelines and procedures for the
Metropolis of Atlanta under the guidance of His Eminence Metropolitan
Alexios. We ask for patience and understanding during this time of transition
and as we work to accommodate everyone’s needs and safety.

Seating Options
1. "Open” - for those who are comfortable sitting closer together.
2. “Socially Distanced” - for those who want to continue social distancing.
You will be required to select your seating preference when signing up for a
church service.
To receive your requested seating preference, you will need to be at church
by the beginning of service. If you arrive after the scheduled start time of
service, your seating preference may not be available.
•

Masks will be required at all times before, during and after church
services.

•

Hand sanitizer will be available and the church will continue to be
sanitized/cleaned after each service.

•

Please follow the directions of the ushers for seating.

•

When leaving or exiting to the outside, we will use the exit door by the
Altar Servers room instead of the hallway exit we are currently using.

•

All services will continue to be live streamed.

•

If you are sick, please refrain from coming to church.

•

Honor is to be shown to Holy Icons and the Holy Cross by doing your
cross and bowing only. Please refrain from kissing or touching either
of these items.

•

Please refrain from hand shaking or embracing.

•

Please consider making your Stewardship donations online - no trays
will be passed during the service.

•

Older adults and people who have underlying medical conditions like
heart or lung disease or diabetes are at a higher risk and are given
dispensation not to attend services and are asked to refrain from
attending.

•

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding during this
reopening phase of our church!

An Important Message from the Metropolis of Atlanta

PASCHA CARD 2021

It is time for our Pascha Card 2021. We will be collecting donations for our
Philoptochos charities. This is a wonderful way to support the poor in our
communities and beyond. We are asking $25.00 or more per household to have
your name/names printed on the card.

The deadline for donations is Sunday April 25, 2021.
It is easy to donate to this worthy endeavor.
Just click or copy and paste this link below
Pascha Card | St. Christopher Philoptochos (square.site)
You can make your donation here and also, in comments, add your name/names as
you wish them to be on the card.

The more that is collected, the more we can help in our communities.
Thank you for your generous stewardship to our Philoptochos sisterhood.
Sincerely,
Lydia McGee on behalf of Philoptochos

Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation
Philoptochos

Visit our Website

Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine
2021 Drawing Competition
Commemorating the Fall of Constantinople
In conjunction with the annual commemoration of the Fall of
Constantinople, the Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine is proud to announce its
inaugural Drawing Competition open to children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America.

The annual commemoration of the Fall of Constantinople is not only a remembrance of the
fall of the capital of the Roman Empire on May 29, 1453 by the Ottomans who finally took
the “Queen of Cities” established by Saint Constantine the Great some eleven centuries
earlier; rather, it is also a celebration of Byzantine culture and the Hellenic culture that
sprang from this pivotal event in world history.

An enduring symbol of the Imperial Capital and of the Orthodox Church is the “jewel
of the city,” the magnificent Church of the Holy Wisdom, Haghia Sophia.
Built under the Emperor Justinian I in Constantinople in the 6th century, the “Great
Church” was the cathedral of the Ecumenical Patriarchate until the Fall of the City
about 900 years later when it was forcibly changed to a mosque under the Ottoman
conquerors. After the end of the Ottoman Empire, it was converted into a

museum at the beginning of the 20th century, though recently converted back

to a mosque under the current leadership of modern Turkey.
Participants will submit drawings of the famous Haghia Sophia, the Church of the Holy
Wisdom, still a symbol of the vibrant faith, culture and spirit of the Hellenes and
Ecumenical Patriarchate that continue in Constantinople, modern-day Istanbul, Turkey.

ELIGIBILITY:
This competition is open to all children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America. There are no fees for participation.

PRIZE:
One grand prize of $250.00.

DUE DATE:
All submissions must be received at the Saint Photios Nation Shrine NO
LATER THAN Friday, May 14, 2021 via email to: Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Executive
Director of St. Photios National Shrine at phillier@stphotios.com.The Winner will be
announced on May 29, 2021 during the annual Fall of Constantinople Commemoration
(virtual) of the St.
Photios National Shrine. All submissions will become property of the Saint Photios National
Shrine.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: One 2-dimensional drawing of Haghia
Sophia, on 8 ½” by 11” paper (landscape/horizontal view).
1. The following media (or combination of media) may be used: crayon, marker,
colored pencil, water color paint.

2. Two high-definition photographs of drawings; one of the drawing itself (alone), and
one including the artist holding the original drawing.

3. Contact information including artist’s name, age, home address, parish affiliation,
and parent or guardian’s email address.

As of 3/30/21, we no longer are required to take temperature checks, but of
course those who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover and rest.
Otherwise, we invite you to join us.

Click here to "Pre-Register for Services"
[Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of an individual
entering these premises if such injury or death results from the inherent risks of
contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk by entering these premises.]

Click Image for Online Giving
For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org
or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.

Click here for Online Giving Instructions

Click image to view our parish calendar
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