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Five Reasons We Turn to Mary in Times of Crisis
By Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop of Newark
Earlier this year when the devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic became
clear, and thousands—then millions—of people throughout the world were
effected by physical, spiritual, economic and psychological hardships, including
severe sickness and death, I began to implore the Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of
the Sick, on a daily basis for her intercession and help. Throughout the ages,
Christians have turned to Mary in times of war, pestilence and famine. In troubled
times like these, she is a sure refuge, a source of comfort and hope.
My religious order, the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists)
maintains a particular devotion to Mary under the title Mater de Perpetuo Succursu
(Mother of Perpetual Help). As guardians of the 15th century Byzantine icon that
bears this holy name, for more than 150 years my community has promoted
devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help as a means of helping people in all regions
of the world draw closer to Mary, the Mother of God and our mother.
Pope Francis has frequently said that his favorite image for the Church is her motherhood. “The Church is feminine,”
Pope Francis says. “She is a mother.” Of course, Mary is the model, the inspiration for the Church’s motherhood and
for all that is holy, compassionate and loving in the Church’s life and ministry. When Mary’s influence is missing or
weak, the Church no longer acts as a loving mother.
That’s why we should turn to Mary in both good times and troubled times. As Mother of Perpetual Help, she is always
ready to assist us, always there for us, constantly prepared to seek her Son’s guidance and support for all her children.
Especially in times of grave danger, such as the current pandemic, Mary offers hope, healing and comfort to all who
are in need of her maternal care.
As I reflect on our current crisis, and the serious challenges it presents to individuals, families, communities and nations
in all regions of the world, I see five major reasons (among many more) why we should turn to Mary our mother for
her intercession and help.
Here are my five reasons.

1.

People are sick and dying. Throughout the Church’s history, Christians have sought Mary’s intercession in
times of serious illness including pestilence and plagues. As a loving mother, Mary always responds with comfort and
the healing grace of her Son.
Most Holy Mother, Health of the Sick, please stay close to all who are suffering from the effects of this deadly
virus. Comfort those who mourn the loss of loved ones. Encourage caregivers, first responders and all who
provide essential services often at great risk to themselves.

2.

People are frightened, lonely and depressed. Mary’s loving presence offers courage and hope during
frightening times, especially when we are isolated from family and friends. She reassures us and reminds us that we
are never alone, never without the consolation and hope won for us by her Son’s suffering, death and resurrection to
new life.
Mother of Holy Hope, inspire us by your perseverance and courage. Help us see that we are not going through
this time of trial alone. Show us the way to Jesus, and help us to accept your loving presence as a sure sign that
even in this time of social distancing, your Son holds us in his loving embrace and says to each one of us: “Be not
afraid!”

MAY 10, 2020
3.

People are out of work or afraid they will lose their jobs. Mary is alternately invoked as Our Lady of
Abundance and as Mother of the Poor. She stands with us when the economy is growing and when there is
widespread poverty and unemployment. She reminds us to be good stewards of all God’s gifts and to share
generously with others, especially the poor.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of all the Americas, you know the riches and the poverty of the lands we share
with all our sisters and brothers here. Teach us to be grateful and generous stewards. Intercede for all who are
poor. Reassure all who are frightened. Help us to help each other so that no one has to go without his or her
share of God’s abundance.

4.

People are longing for the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. Mary shows us the way to her Son. She is a
sacrament of God’s presence in the world, the Gateway to Grace and a model for the Church’s prayer and worship.
Deprived of access to the sacraments, and to liturgy cum populo (with our sisters and brothers), we understandably
turn to Mary in the Rosary and other devotional prayers to help fill the spiritual gaps that exist in our lives.
Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us. Teach us to seek and find your Son, Jesus, in the prayer and worship of
the Church, in the sacraments and in intercessory prayers to you and all the saints. Queen of the Most Holy Rosary,
help us to be patient and understanding until the day we can safely reopen our churches and once again make the
sacraments available to all.

5.

People need wise, prudent and compassionate leadership—now more than ever. Mary is the Mother of the
Good Shepherd. His teaching and example powerfully illustrate the meaning and vital importance of servant
leadership. We implore the Mother of our Lord to help all our leaders in society and in the Church set aside their
personal and political agendas so that they can place the needs of others first and foremost.
Mother of Justice and of Mercy, pray for all who are leaders. Inspire us by your obedience to God’s will and your
readiness to sacrifice your own needs and desires for the good of all. Open our minds and hearts to the selfless
witness given to us by your Son so that we can lead our people with humility, wisdom and courage.

In conclusion, I would like to once again make my own Pope Francis’s prayer to Our Lady, Health of the Sick, which
uses the words of an ancient prayer, Sub tuum praesidium, actually the oldest hymn to Mary, the Mother of God, to
implore her protection during the coronavirus epidemic:
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health
of the Sick. At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. You know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this
moment of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus
tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy
of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the
test – and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.
Holy Mary, we entrust to your maternal care the health and safety of all our brothers and sisters here in the
Archdiocese of Newark and throughout the world. Help us to trust in the healing power of your Son and to stay close
to one another spiritually even as we are required to maintain a safe distance physically.
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop of Newark

As we turn our trust to Mary the patroness of our church for support, let us also remember our own mothers, both
living and deceased who so faithfully embody Mary’s example.
“You should be known for the beauty that comes from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so
precious to God."
1 Peter 3:4

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Readings for the Week

Monday:

Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16;
Jn 14:21-26
Tuesday:
Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21;
Jn 14:27-31a
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5;
Jn 15:1-8
Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,
7-8; Jn 15:9-17
Friday:
Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-9, 10, 12; Jn 15:12-17
Saturday:
Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5; Jn 15:18-21
Sunday:
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20;
1 Pt 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21

During the time of the suspension of services the
daily Mass intentions are fulfilled by the priests of the
parish at private celebrations in the rectory oratory,
ordinarily at 7:30 a.m. Parishioners are encouraged
to unite in prayer with the Eucharistic Sacrifice being
offered and make a spiritual communion when and
where possible.

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot
at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if
you were already there and unite myself wholly to
you. Never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.
Saturday, May 9
Joseph Dizeo req. the Miele family

…for those in need of healing…
Luigi Vene, Margaret and Quinn McVeigh,
Walter Wyssenski

…for those who have entered new life…
Rita Jones, Christin DeMeo

…for those serving our country…
all men and women in our military,
stationed both here and abroad

…for those serving in other ways during the coronavirus…
our first responders, medical & healthcare professionals,
mail carriers and delivery services, grocery store workers,
& all other essential workers

Sunday, May 10: Fifth Sunday of Easter
Joseph Mahoney req. his wife, Nan
Mary Reger req. her daughter, Carol
Jose & Petra Reyes req. Maria Pereira & family
Monday, May 11: Easter Weekday
Peter Brown req. Jim Carlo
Tuesday, May 12: Easter Weekday / Saints Nereus and
Achilleus / Saint Pancras
Mamie & Joseph Coari req. Rose & Gordon
DeHaven
Wednesday, May 13: Easter Weekday / Our Lady of
Fatima
Genevieve Waller & family
Thursday, May 14: Saint Matthias
Helen, Tom & Harry Meyers req. Linda & Dan
Conway
Friday, May 15: Easter Weekday / Saint Isadore
Robert King req. Fr. Jim Teti

The sanctuary lamps were donated in memory of Alice
Mc Govern by Judy and Bill Fanelli.
The altar candles were donated in memory of Larry
Ciolek by Chrissy and Jim Tiedemann.

Saturday, May 16: Easter Weekday
Louise & Sophie Dobbelaere req. Frank &
Mary Skorka
Filomena & Peter Scivoletti req. the Scivoletti
family
Sunday, May 10: Sixth Sunday of Easter
Maryann Astuto req. Eileen & James Jennerich
Derrella Maguire req. the Stallone family
Donna Walsh req. Mini Arena
639

PARISH CENTER: (201) 261-6322 WEBSITE:
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Annunciation's Parish Center is open Monday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Parish Center Directory
Name
Fr. Jim Teti
Jim Carlo
Judy Fanelli
Diane Flaccomio
Donna Muscarella
Gladys Pozza
Chris Vaughn

Title
Pastor
Director of Music
Parish Secretary and Bookkeeper
Administrative Assistant for Faith Formation
Technology Coordinator
Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation
Director of Maintenance

E-mail
jamest@annunciationchurch.org
jvc333@optonline.net
judyf@annunciationchurch.org
dianef@annunciationchurch.org
donnam@annunciationchurch.org
annunciationfaithformation@gmail.com

Phone
Ext. 105
Ext. 111
Ext. 100
201-261-4119
Ext. 114
201-261-4119
Ext. 109

Baptism

Initiation into the Catholic Church

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated for infants on the
second and fourth weekends of each month, except during the
Lenten season. The celebration may take place during the 10:30
a.m. or 12:00 p.m. Mass on Sunday, or at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday.
Parents are invited to contact Judy Fanelli, even before your
baby is born, so that participation in our preparation program
can be arranged and the baptism planned.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of
formation and initiation for those (age seven and older) who
have never been baptized and wish to become members of the
Roman Catholic Church.

Reconciliation
The sacrament of Reconciliation is offered in the church on
Saturdays between 4:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Personal
appointments for other times are available and can be made by
contacting Father Jim.
During the Lenten Season, a communal Celebration of
Reconciliation is offered in conjunction with Our Lady of the
Visitation parish.

Vocations
Are you being called to priesthood or religious life? As you
discern God's calling, explore www.rcan.org/vocation.

Ministry to the Ill and Homebound
At times, physical injury, old age, or debilitating disease prevents
our parishioners from participating regularly in the celebration
of the Eucharist. During such times, contact with the
community of faith is needed more than ever before. We can
arrange for you to receive the Eucharist, the sacrament of
Reconciliation, and/or the sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick in your home or hospital room. Please call the Parish
Center if you wish to be visited.

Parish Membership
If you are new to the parish, please submit a completed parish
census form. Blank forms are available in the Gathering Space
and on our website. Families already registered with the parish
are encouraged to keep current their membership information.

Formation and initiation opportunities also exist for adults
baptized into the Roman Catholic Church as infants, but who
have not received the sacraments of Confirmation and/or
Eucharist.
Christians baptized in Eastern Orthodox Churches or in
communions other than Roman Catholic who wish to enter
into the fullness of Catholic communion may also participate in
the RCIA formation process.
For more information, please contact Father Jim.

Visitation Academy
Parents wishing to provide their children with a quality Catholic
education are encouraged to consider Visitation Academy, a
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. Located in
Paramus and supported by the Catholic parishes of Paramus
and Rochelle Park, Visitation Academy offers classes for
Grades pre-K3 through eight. For more information, please
visit www.visitationacademyparamus.org or call 201-262-6067.

Intention Requests
We can spiritually remember an anniversary of marriage,
ordination or death, birthday, or other significant milestone for
the living or deceased by dedicating the items we use for
worship: the sanctuary lamps which burn constantly before the
Blessed Sacrament in the church and Holy Family Chapel, the
altar candles which remain lit during each liturgical celebration,
the bread and wine consecrated at Mass, the Advent wreath
candles, and the Paschal candle. Masses may also be offered for
a special intention.
A set donation is requested for each intention, a card is
provided, and the intention is printed in the bulletin. To request
an intention, please visit the Parish Center.

