Fourth Sunday in Lent
[Stand]

All:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Leader:

Let us call to mind our sins.

Penitential Act
All:

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly
sinned in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have
failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Leader:
All:

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Leader:
All:

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Leader:
All:

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray
O God, who through your Word
reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way,
grant, we pray
that with prompt devotion and eager faith
the Christian people may hasten
toward the solemn celebrations to come.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

All:

Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

[Only Reader Stands]

Reader:

A reading from the first Book of Samuel

In those days, God delivered all these commandments: “I, the Lord, am your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery. You shall not have other gods besides me.
You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape of anything in the sky above or on the earth
below or in the waters beneath the earth; you shall not bow down before them or worship them.
For I, the Lord, your God, am a jealous God, inflicting punishment for their fathers’ wickedness
on the children of those who hate me, down to the third and fourth generation; but bestowing
mercy down to the thousandth generation on the children of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
“You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain. For the Lord will not leave
unpunished the one who takes his name in vain.
“Remember to keep holy the sabbath day. Six days you may labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord, your God. No work may be done then either by you, or
your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or your beast, or by the alien who lives with
you. In six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them; but
on the seventh day he rested. That is why the Lord has blessed the sabbath day and made it
holy.
“Honor your father and your mother, that you may have a long life in the land which the Lord,
your God, is giving you. You shall not kill. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male or female slave, nor his ox or ass,
nor anything else that belongs to him.”

[1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a]

The word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
All:

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Reader:

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul..

Response

He guides me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil; for you are at my side
With your rod and your staff
that give me courage.

Response

You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

Response

Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.

Response

[Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6]

Reader:

A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians

Brothers and sisters:
You were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord.
Live as children of light,
for light produces every kind of goodness
and righteousness and truth.
Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.
Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness;
rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention
the things done by them in secret;
but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore, it says:
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will give you light.”

[Eph 5:8-14]

The word of the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.

[All Stand for Gospel]

Leader:

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth.
His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered,
“Neither he nor his parents sinned;
it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him.
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day.
Night is coming when no one can work.
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
When he had said this, he spat on the ground
and made clay with the saliva,
and smeared the clay on his eyes,
and said to him,
“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” —which means Sent—.
So he went and washed, and came back able to see.

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said,
“Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?”

Some said, “It is, “
but others said, “No, he just looks like him.”
He said, “I am.”
So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”
He replied,
“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes
and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’
So I went there and washed and was able to see.”
And they said to him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I don’t know.”

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees.
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath.
So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see.
He said to them,
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.”
So some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God,
because he does not keep the sabbath.”
But others said,
“How can a sinful man do such signs?”
And there was a division among them.
So they said to the blind man again,
“What do you have to say about him,

since he opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”

Now the Jews did not believe
that he had been blind and gained his sight
until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight.
They asked them,
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How does he now see?”
His parents answered and said,
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind.
We do not know how he sees now,
nor do we know who opened his eyes.
Ask him, he is of age;
he can speak for himself.”
His parents said this because they were afraid
of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ,
he would be expelled from the synagogue.
For this reason his parents said,
“He is of age; question him.”

So a second time they called the man who had been blind
and said to him, “Give God the praise!

We know that this man is a sinner.”
He replied,
“If he is a sinner, I do not know.
One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.”
So they said to him,
“What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?”
He answered them,
“I told you already and you did not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you want to become his disciples, too?”
They ridiculed him and said,
“You are that man’s disciple;
we are disciples of Moses!
We know that God spoke to Moses,
but we do not know where this one is from.”
The man answered and said to them,
“This is what is so amazing,
that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes.
We know that God does not listen to sinners,
but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him.
It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind.
If this man were not from God,
he would not be able to do anything.”

They answered and said to him,
“You were born totally in sin,
and are you trying to teach us?”
Then they threw him out.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,
he found him and said, Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
He answered and said,
“Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”
Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him,
the one speaking with you is he.”
He said,
“I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.
Then Jesus said,
“I came into this world for judgment,
so that those who do not see might see,
and those who do see might become blind.”

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this
and said to him, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?”
Jesus said to them,
“If you were blind, you would have no sin;
but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains.

[Jn 9:1-41]
The Gospel of the Lord.

All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection/Discussion
Creed
All:

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Universal Prayer
Leader:

Trusting in Christ, we bring our needs and petitions before Him.

Leader:

Let us pray.
For God’s holy church, may it be healed of all division and grown in unity, charity
and peace… [Pause for silent or spoken intentions.]
We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord, have mercy.

Leader:

For leaders of nations, may they promote peace and respect the dignity of all
peoples… [Pause for silent or spoken intentions.]

All:

We pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Leader:

For refugees and immigrants, may they be sustained by a welcoming
community… [Pause for silent or spoken intentions.]
We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord, have mercy.

Leader:

For all gathered here, may our faith be strengthened and our lives transformed in
Christ… [Pause for silent or spoken intentions.]
We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord, have mercy.

Leader:

All:

God of light and life, hear our prayers that we might share your mercy and love
with all we encounter. We ask this by the power of your Holy Spirit through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Leader:

Let us gather all of our intentions into the prayer that Jesus taught us.

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven…

Leader:

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all
distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus
Christ.

All:

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.

Concluding Rite
All make the sign on the cross, while saying:

Leader:

May the Lord bless us,
protect us from all evil,
and bring us to everlasting life.

All:

Amen

