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 Jesus Embraces the Culturally Marginalized 
Today’s readings are about forced quarantine. On 

one level they are about diseases that might be 

contagious. On another level they are about ritual 

impurity that was contagious. The Israelites 

believed that to stand before God in worship, 

one’s body had to be physically intact—no 

fractures or missing body parts, no open wounds, 

no oozing body fluids. Skin lesions like those 

associated with leprosy made one ritually unclean 

or impure. Furthermore, to touch one with such a 

disease was to become unclean oneself. The ritual 

impurity was considered contagious, not 

necessarily the disease. Unclean people were 

socially and religiously ostracized.  

 In the Gospel story, Jesus completely neutralized 

this practice. Touching the leprous and thus 

unclean man, Jesus not only didn’t become 

unclean himself, but he actually made the man 

clean again. The issue here is not merely one of 

healing. It is a matter of reincorporating the 

marginalized man into society.  

For Reflection: 
 

Which groups of people does society  
 tend to ostracize or marginalize?  

What might be done to reverse this bias? 

 òMoved with 
pity, [Jesus] 

stretched out his 
hand, touched 
[the leper], and 
said to him, ò 
I do will it.  
Be made clean.ó   

Mark 1:41 

Unfortunately, out of fear or a sense of superiority, 

some people ostracize or marginalize entire 

groups of people. This bias might be based on 

gender, race, culture, sexual preference —almost 

anything. In this way the benefits of society are  

denied to those who are marginalized. One  

characteristic of Jesus, obvious throughout the 

Gospel stories, is his all -inclusiveness. Jesus rejected 

no one. He was open to those who society  

ostracized. He interacted graciously with people 

with diseases, non -Jews, recognized public sinners, 

and those working with the Roman occupiers —all 

people considered ritually unclean. As his disciples, 

can we do less?  

ñSr. Dianne Bergant, CSA  
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Dear Padre, 
At Mass on holy days of obligation, there’s a fair crowd. But 

on Ash Wednesday, not a holy day, the place is packed. 

Your explanation?  

Calendar 
 

Monday 
FEBRUARY 15  

Weekday  
Genesis 4:1–15, 25  

Mark 8:11–13   

Tuesday 
FEBRUARY 16  

Weekday  
Genesis 6:5–8; 7:1–5, 10  

Mark 8:14–21  

Ash Wednesday 
FEBRUARY 17  

Joel 2:12–18  
2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2  
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18  

Thursday 
FEBRUARY 18  
Thursday after                     

Ash Wednesday  
Deuteronomy 30:15–20  

Luke 9:22–25  

Friday 
FEBRUARY 19  

Friday after                           
Ash Wednesday  
Isaiah 58:1–9a  

Matthew 9:14–15  

Saturday 
FEBRUARY 20  

Saturday after Ash 
Wednesday  

Isaiah 58:9b–14  
Luke 5:27–32  

Sunday 
FEBRUARY 21  

First Sunday of Lent  
Genesis 9:8–15  
1 Peter3:18–22  
Mark 1:12–15  

Contrary to the dispositions of the Law of 

Moses, which prohibited a leper from drawing 

near, Jesus extends his hand and even 

touches him….Jesus teaches us not to be 

afraid to touch the poor and the excluded, 

because he is in them. Touching the poor can 

cleanse us from hypocrisy.  

  ñGeneral Audience, June 22, 2016  

Indeed, pastoral experience corroborates your observation. Holy days of 

obligation draw well, but it’s “standing room only” on Ash Wednesday. Although 

not a day of obligation, perhaps it’s considered a “holy” day by most Catholics.  

 

There’s something elemental about the smudge of ashes on the forehead. 

People wear it without embarrassment or shame. No matter our walk of life or 

social status, we want that sooty cross. It’s a badge of identification, graphically 

reminding Catholics that it’s “spiritual gut-

check” time. It jogs us from our routines, 

spurring us to the important reality of 

being who we are supposed to be —fully 

and totally Christian. It’s as if we are 

saying, “I’m Catholic and proud of it. I 

may not be the best or greatest. I have 

faults and sins, but I’m not a bad person. I 

know deep down that being Christian is 

the way to live, and I’m going to try 

again.”  

 

Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of 

Lent, the Church’s special time of 

confession and renewal in preparation for 

Easter. It is what Christians are all about —a 

people who have died with Christ in the waters of baptism in order to rise with 

him to a new life. We renew our baptismal commitment to be his people. As we 

celebrate Christ’s passage through death to life, we renew our own death to old 

sinful ways to rise and live with recaptured vigor.  

ñ From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask  

© 2003 Liguori Publications (Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org)  

Know Someone Overly 
Anxious About Sin? 
 

For more than fifty 
years, Redemptorists 
have ministered  
compassionately with 
those struggling with 
scrupulosity. For more 
information and to sign 
up for our free monthly 

newsletter, visit:  ScrupulousAnonymous.org                                                   



 

MASS SCHEDULE AND PARISH EVENTS 

February 14, FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

¶ Masses 9:00 a.m., 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m.  

February 15, Monday  

¶ Confession 7:30 a.m.  

¶ Confessions 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

¶ Mass 12:00 p.m.  

¶ YAMS Bible Study 7:00 p.m. Zoom  

  February 16, Tuesday 

¶ Confession 7:30 a.m.  

¶ Confessions 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

¶ Mass 12:00 p.m.  

¶ MPH Devotion after noon Mass  

February 17, ASH WEDNESDAY 

¶ Confession 7:30 a.m.  

¶ Confessions 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

¶ Mass 8:00 a.m. with distribution of Ashes  

¶ Mass 12:00 p.m. with distribution of Ashes  

¶ Mass 7:00 p.m. with distribution of Ashes  

February 18, Thursday 

¶ Confession 7:30 a.m.  

¶ Confessions 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

¶ Mass 12:00 p.m.  

February 19, Friday,  

¶ Confession 7:30 a.m.  

¶ Confessions 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

¶ Mass 12:00 p.m.  

  February 20, Saturday 

¶ Confession 4:00—5:00 p.m.  

¶ Sunday Vigil Mass 5:30 p.m.  

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 Sun. Feb 14 9:00 a.m.   Amanda G. Caliwag +  

   11:00 a.m.   Ellen Schaub Meyer +  

  5:30 p.m.  Carlo Magno V +  

Mon.  Feb 15 12:00 p.m.   Redemptorists  

Tues. Feb 16 12:00 p.m.   Gerarda C. Velasco +  

Wed  Feb 17 8:00 a.m.   Sacred Heart Parish  

  12:00 p.m.   Carolina P. Velasco  

  7:00 p.m.   Seattle Police Officers  

Thur. Feb 18 12:00 p.m.   Sacred Heart Parish  

Fri. Feb 19 12:00 p.m.   Estanislao Cabibijan +  

Sat. Feb 20 5:30 p.m.   Gerarda C. Velasco +  

STEWARDSHIP 

Offerings (January 25—31)  $2,050 

Online Giving (January 25-31) $1,130 

Total Sacrificial Giving $3,180 

YTD Sacrificial Giving (June 29—Jan 31) $122,786 

Parish Improvement (June 29—Jan 31) $8.455 

+ Fr. Eugene Roy Harrison, C.Ss.R. 

Fr. Eugene Roy Harrison, C.Ss.R., a proud Navy veteran who was particularly effective in ministering to those who 
were ill or had lost a loved one, died on February 2, 2021 at St. Lukeôs Hospice Care Center in Kansas City, MO. He 
was 62, and had suffered a massive stroke and a fall that resulted in irreparable brain injuries.  

Born on June 21, 1958 in Richland, WA, he developed a love of books and learning at an early age because his fami-
ly moved so frequently that it was difficult for him to form lasting friendships. He was raised in a Baptist household 
and enlisted in the US Navy after high school graduation. After he was discharged, he earned a degree in Political 
Science from San Jose State University. He became somewhat disillusioned after working on several political cam-
paigns and was enjoying his work at a Kiro radio station in Seattle, WA when he was introduced to Catholicism by a 
devout friend. He was received into the Church at Sacred Heart Parish on August 5, 1990. He professed temporary 
vows on August 15, 1996 and perpetual vows on October 15, 2000. He was ordained to the priesthood at  
St. Alphonsus Parish in Grand Rapids, MI by Bishop Robert Rose on July 1, 2001.  

Fr. Eugene served exclusively in parish ministry. He was assigned at St. Alphonsus Parish in Grand Rapids from 2001 until 2008, when he 
was appointed at St. Alphonsus Parish in New Orleans, LA. He relished his time in The Big Easy, especially the music and cuisine. He was 
appointed at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Redemptorist Church in Kansas City, MO in 2015, where he was serving at the time of his sudden 
death.  


