
 P !"#$ O&&"'( H)*!# 
 

The Parish Offices remain closed un"l further no"ce.  
Our phones will be answered during the following hours: 

 

Mondays and Wednesdays • 9 AM - 12 NOON 
Tuesdays and Thursdays • 2 PM - 5 PM 

No phone hours on Fridays. Leave messages in general voice mail. 

  Just as our Blessed Mother Mary and the Evangelist, called John, came together at the  
    foot of the Cross to serve Christ crucified, so also do the parish families bearing  

their names come together to serve God by serving each other and all who  
make up the Body of The Risen Lord. 
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To have prayers said for yourself or a loved one,  
call the parish office and ask for ext. 223. A#er hours, press 4. 

 

Monday - Friday at 3 PM • Chaplet at St. John 
Monday - Friday at 7 PM • Rosary at St. Mary 
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Monday - Friday • 7 AM at St. Mary/  9 AM at St. John 
                                                           All Masses can be livestreamed 
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St. Mary • Saturday at 4 PM/ Sunday at 7 AM and 11 AM 
St. John • Saturday at 4 PM/ Sunday at 9:30 AM and 6 PM 
                                                                 All Masses can be livestreamed 
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Fridays • 4:30 - 5:30 PM • St. John Parking Lot 

facebook.com/ChelmsfordCath  instagram.com/chelmsfordcatholic 

 

Mondays • 4:00 - 5:00 PM • St. John 
Wednesdays • 4:30 - 5:30 PM • St. Mary 

S '! 5(,/ )& R('),'"-" /"), 

Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative 

“But some seed fell on rich soil, and  
  produced fruit, a hundred– or sixty– or 
  thirty-fold. Whoever has ears ought to  
  hear. - Matthew 13: 8-9 

                                                   St. Mary Church ●  25 North Road ●  Chelmsford, 01824 
St. John the Evangelist Church ●  115 Middlesex Street ●  North Chelmsford, 01863 

July 12, 2020: Fi;eenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



- Frederic Ozanam 

 

Sunday, July 12 
 

*Weekend Liturgy • 7:00 am • St. Mary 
*Weekend Liturgy • 9:30 am • St. John  

*Weekend Liturgy • 11:00 am • St. Mary 
*Weekend Liturgy • 6:00 pm • St. John  

 

Monday, July 13 
 

Parking Lot Confessions Cancelled 
Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary 
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John 

LIVEVIEW Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3:00 pm 
LIVEVIEW Rosary • 7:00 pm  

 

Tuesday, July 14 
 

Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary 
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John 

LIVEVIEW Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3:00 pm 
LIVEVIEW Rosary • 7:00 pm  

 

Wednesday, July 15 
 

Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary 
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John 

LIVEVIEW Chaplet and Holy Hour • 3:00 pm 
Reconciliation [in church] • 4:30 - 5:30 pm 

LIVEVIEW Rosary •  7:00 pm 
 

Thursday, July 16 
 

Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary 
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John 

LIVEVIEW Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3:00 pm 
LIVEVIEW Rosary •  7:00 pm 

 

Friday, July 17 
 

Daily Mass • 7:00 am • St. Mary 
Daily Mass • 9:00 am • St. John 

LIVEVIEW Chaplet and Holy Hour • 3:00 pm 
Drive-In Eucharistic Adoration • 4:30 - 5:30 pm 

LIVEVIEW Rosary •  7:00 pm 
 

Saturday, July 18 

 

*Weekend Liturgy • 4:00 pm Mass • St. Mary 
*Weekend Liturgy • 4:00 pm Mass  • St. John 

 

Sunday, July 19 
 

*Weekend Liturgy • 7:00 am • St. Mary 
*Weekend Liturgy • 9:30 am • St. John  

*Weekend Liturgy • 11:00 am • St. Mary 
*Weekend Liturgy • 6:00 pm • St. John  

 

St. John Event 
St. Mary Event 

A

* RESERVATION REQUIRED 

 

August 1st, 2020 � Depart St. Mary’s at 7:30 am 
 

The youth (and adults) of both St. John’s and St. Mary’s are  
invited to join us for a hike up Mt. Sandwich in New Hampshire.  

In addition to the beautiful views that any mountain hike offers, 
Fr. Brian will celebrate Mass at the peak.  

 

RSVP by emailing Courtney at ccallanan@chelmsfordcatholic.org 
Deadline to RSVP is July 27th 

Drivers and Chaperones are needed for this trip!!!  
                           Let Courtney know if you can help in this way.

 CHANGE in CONFESSION LOCATION and TIMES 
 

Confessions are being move indoors! We will be using Plexiglas 
barriers, just as we do for the distribution of Holy Communion. 
However, this Plexiglass barrier is in the shape of an 'L' offering a clear 
view on one side, and a 'blurred' side, which will allow for a 'private' 
confession, where the priest and confessor will be unable to see each 
other. We ask that you please drive into the parking lot as you did with 
parking lot confessions, and follow the traffic flow to the horseshoe 
drive in the front of the church. As you exit your car, please put your 
mask on, and enter the church through the front doors of the church. 
A(endants will be available to assist. 
 

The Effective Dates and New Hours are Below 
 

Beginning this past Wednesday, July 8th 
St. Mary Confessions will be indoors, 4:30 - 5:30 pm 
 

Beginning Monday, July 20th 
St. John Confessions will be indoors, NEW HOURS of 4:00 - 5:00 pm 
NO CONFESSION AT ST. JOHN MONDAY, July 13th 

 

 Tal To Date... 73,989 Hail 
Mary’s

3rd ANNUAL HAIL MARY CHALLENGE 
Email your counts to psidari@ymail.com, call 

them into him at (978) 729-1677, OR… 
drop them off into the black box located 

at the entrance of the parish offices. 

Week of 6/7/2020 10,681 

Week of 6/14/2020 15,112 

Week of 6/21/2020 20,220 

Week of 6/28/2020 27,976 



 

Christopher is a wonderful young man and anyone who knows him 
would describe him as being kind, respectful, and faithful.  
Christopher is incredibly active in the Chelmsford community and can 
often be seen lending a hand in a variety of ways. He routinely helps 
out his senior neighbors; whether they need leaves raked, snow  
shoveled, or simply someone to visit with them, Chris is happy to help! 
As a Boy Scout in Troop 77, he has volunteered for many summers at 
Camp Paul, helping to pass along the values of scouting to young 
Cub Scouts. He also organizes a yearly fundraiser with his family for 
the Epilepsy Foundation and works to promote education about the 
disease in schools. In addition to all that he does in the community, 
Chris has also served in many ways at St. Mary's. He takes his faith 
seriously and does all he can to support his church community. Any 
time an extra pair of hands is needed for a project at church, Chris  

congratulations This year's $1,000 Kathie Nisco Award has been awarded to Christopher Barrett! 

No, because, you HAVE seen this article before—June 28th to be exact. 
But, due to a mis-print of information, it is being re-printed.  
Our apologies, a picture, and another “Congratulations” to Christopher! ? Am I  experiencing 

 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, we are in need of Parking Lot Attendants for our Confessions and future Curbside  
Communions. Future, because until we have at least 4 volunteers at each parish helping with this ministry, we 
will be unable to bring it to fruition. Curbside Communion will happen every Sunday at both parishes, and is 
meant as a way for our parishioners—who attend Mass via LIVESTREAM because they are still unable to  
physically be at Mass with us—to be able to receive Holy Communion. Parking Lot attendants will help with 
the flow of automobile traffic for those who attend. 
 

Although our confessions have moved inside—effective last Wednesday at St. Mary and Monday, July 20th at 
St. John—attendants will still be required to direct a orderly flow of automobile traffic from the rear parking 
lot to the front entrance of the church, where individuals will leave their car and enter the church to receive the 
sacrament. This is a perfect time to be trained in his process, as it is new to all of us. 
 

If you are able to volunteer your time with either of these attendant positions, please email  
churches@chelmsfordcatholic.org—write VOLUNTEER in subject line—with your contact information and which 
position and at which parish you would like to volunteer. Training will be provided.  

VOLUNTEERS! You are EVERYTHING TO US! 
We cannot survive these current days without you! 

Opening  

2020 Mass Intentions 

We will let you know when the 2021 calendar opens! 

Re
Monday, 
July 20th  

will gladly lend his. He has volunteered for 
many summers at Vacation Bible Fun, helping 
kids learn about the love of God through fun 
activities. This past year, Chris also stepped up 
to fill a great need—teaching 4th grade in 
Faith Formation. Whatever he is doing, Chris 
always has a fun and friendly attitude. Next 
year he will be attending  Whitfield State and 
is going to be missed in Chelmsford, and  
especially at St. Mary's. Congratulations, Chris! 



  

Please remember that your generous and consistent giving is needed and greatly appreciated as the offertory  

 
St. John 

 

· Visit our website  
at www.chelmsfordcatholic.org  
and click on the Online Giving  
logo located in the right-hand sidebar on the homepage. 

 

 Or scan the above QR code with your Android or iPhone. 
Open your camera app. Hold your device so that the  
QR code appears in the viewfinder and you will see a 
notification with a link. Click on the notification to open  
the link. You will be taken to the St. Mary Online Giving 
site on your phone. 

 

· Click on ‘Set up New Account’ 
 

· Set up your payment options, withdrawal dates, etc.  
 

· If you prefer, there is a “Quick Give” option to make a  
one-time donation. 

St. Mary  

 

As we have now entered into Fiscal Year 2021 (July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021) the offertory numbers 
for the weekend of July 4th/5th will be published in next weekend’s bulletin.   

Additionally, since the COVID-19 pandemic hit back in March, we are experiencing some delays in 
getting Finance Reports to you. We are in the process of gathering and organizing Q3 and  

Year-End data, which we will be presenting soon. We thank you for your patience. 

 
St. John 2020 Grand Annual Campaign Goal 

$50,000 
Donated as of 6/28 

$50,695 
%age of goal 

101.39% 

St. John Weekly Offertory Weekend of 
June 27th/28th 

Fiscal Year-End 
June 28th 

Fiscal Year-End 
Average/Week 

Offertory Required to cover Budgeted Expenses    $11,040 $563,040 $11,040 

Actual Received $9,133 $504,944 $9,901 

Shortfall/ Overage -$1,907 -$58,096 -$1,139 

Promoting the Gospel (June 28th) $738 

Promoting the Gospel (June 28th) $563 

St. Mary Weekly Offertory Weekend of 
June 27th/28th 

Fiscal Year-End 
June 28th 

Fiscal Year-End 
Average/Week 

Offertory Required to cover Budgeted Expenses    $17,140 $874,140 $17,140 

Actual Received $14,840 $784,346 $15,379 

Shortfall/ Overage -$2,300 -$89,794 -$1,761 

· Visit our website at 
www.chelmsfordcatholic.org  
and click on the WeShare logo located in the right-hand 
sidebar on the homepage. 

 

 Or scan the above QR code with your Android or iPhone. 
Open your camera app. Hold your device so that the  
QR code appears in the viewfinder and you will see a  
notification with a link. Click on the notification to open  
the link. You will be taken to the St. John’s WeShare site 
on your phone. 

 

· Choose your Giving Opportunity, i.e Weekly Offertory 
 

· Set up your payment options, withdrawal dates, etc.  
 

· If you prefer, there is an option to make a one-time  
donation. 



Reverend Brian Mahoney, P #/)! 
ext 215… fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Reverend Corey Bassett-Tirrell, P !)'$" - V"' ! 
ext 239… fr.corey@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Reverend Arnold Colletti, S!. P!"(#/ ", R(#"0(,'( 
 ext 221… frcolletti@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Deacon John Hunt, P(!5 ,(,/ D( '), 
 ext 224… deaconjohn@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

Andrew John Rondelli, S(5", !" , 
ext 228… andrewjohn@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Khanh Le, S(5", !" , 
ext 234… khanh@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Paul Firicano, C)-- =)! /".( B*#",(## M , >(! 
ext 220… pfiricano@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Tina Sousa, F", ,'( ? F '"-"/+ S*@@)!/ 
ext 219… tsousa@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Heather Hannaway, D"!('/)! )& F 5"-+ F "/$ F)!5 /"), 
ext 226… hhannaway@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Courtney Callanan, A##/ D"! )& F "/$ F)!5 /"), 
ext 227… ccallanan@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Lynn Anne LaDuke, F "/$ F)!5 /"), C))!0", /)! 
ext 240… lynnanne@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Elaine Kindler, F "/$ F)!5 /"), C))!0", /)! 
ext 216… ekindler@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Rae Russo, S'$(0*-",> C))!0", /)! 
ext 325… rae@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Donna Gambon, @ !/-/"5( A05","#/! /".( A##"#/ ,/ 
ext 248… dgambon@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Sue Beechin, @ !/-/"5( A05","#/! /".( A##"#/ ,/ 
ext 236…  sue@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Dan Heider, F '"-"/"(# M , >(! 
ext 213… dheider@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Bob Webb, C*#/)0" , 
bob@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Christine Trznadel, C)55*,"' /"),# C))!0", /)! 
ext 214… christine@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

In order to promote communication and transparency 
throughout the Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative, you 
are encouraged to forward any comments and 
concerns you may have directly to the Parish Pastoral 
and Finance Councils.  

 

 

Parish council matters can be sent to:  
CollaborativePPC@chelmsfordcatholic.org  

 

Current Council Members are ... 
 

    St. John Members St. Mary Members 
 Scott Davidson (co-chair) Peter Lando (co-chair) 
 Ray Wagner  Laura Conte  
 Mike Condor Rob Donnelly  
 Katrina Horan Karen Drake  
 Beth Jacavanco Jessica Hägg  
 Drew Jubinville Matthew Kunze (youth)  
 Angela McMaster  Cathy Latina  
 Ellen St. George  Lori McDonald  
 Delaney Schiefen (youth) Steve McMillan  
 Augustine Tweneh  Alma (Chicki) Rigazio  
  Paul Therrien 

  

 

Finance matters concerning St. John’s can be sent to: 
 

SJ.FC@chelmsfordcatholic.org  
 

Current Council Members are … 
 

 John Bagni Jeff Brown  
 Paul Brzezenski Celeste Dunn  
   Grace Ann Steed 

  

 

Finance matters concerning St. Mary’s can be sent to: 
 

SM.FC@chelmsfordcatholic.org  
Current Council Members are ... 

 

 Armand DiLando Lauren Desforge 
 Jack Parsons Ted Powers 
 Paul Rigazio Paul Therrien  

If you would like to submit a notice for the  
bulletin, please do so no later than 12 NOON, 
TWO Fridays prior to the weekend in which you 
would it published. Submittals should be 
emailed to christine@chelmsfordcatholic.org or 
via US Mail to the Parish Offices at 115  
Middlesex Street, North Chelmsford, MA, 
01863, ATTN Christine. We will do our best to 
accommodate your request.  



 

 
Heather Hannaway 

Director of Faith Formation 
hhannaway@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

Courtney Callanan 
Assistant Director of Faith Formation 

ccallanan@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

 

Visit www.chelmsfordcatholic.org/faith-formation-registration. 
From the left hand side bar, choose the parish at which you are  
registering. There you will find all the directions needed for an easy 
online registration! If you do not have access to a computer or have 
any questions, contact:                                                                                                      

 

St. Mary Registration: Elaine Kindler 
ekindler@chelmsfordcatholic.org 
(978) 256-2374, ext 216 

St John’s Registration: Lynn Anne LaDuke  
lynnanne@chelmsfordcatholic.org  
(978) 251-8571, ext 240 

Lynn Anne LaDuke 
Faith Formation Coordinator 

lynnanne@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

Elaine Kindler 
Faith Formation Coordinator 

ekindler@chelmsfordcatholic.org 

In response to parent concerns as they relate 
to the pandemic, the realities of COVID-19 

and social distancing restrictions, we are designing an adapted model for the upcoming 
year. 

WE HAVE HEARD YOU! 

Lots and lots of planning is going on 'behind the scenes' to provide a family-friendly program that is both 
enriching and engaging. Fully understanding and appreciating that you have been overwhelmed over the 
past few month, it is our goal to provide formation that does not add any additional stress to your family 
life. 

 
KEEPING ALL OF OUR FAMILIES IN PRAYER!

 

"Oh, how abundant is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you and 
worked for those who take refuge in you, in the sight of the children of mankind!" 

                                                                                                                       -Psalm 31: 19 

 
  

 Growing in Faith through Reflection on the Readings... 
First Reading: Isaiah 55: 10-11 

The prophet Isaiah assured the captive Israelites exiled in Babylon that God’s word is  
reliable and purposeful. Does this bring you comfort or distress? Why? 

Second reading: Romans 8: 18-23 

Paul speaks of a spiritual connection and yearning for freedom (redemption) shared  
between us and creation itself What do you think a redeemed creation looks like?  

Gospel reading: matthew 13: 1-23 

Why do you think Jesus explains the parable of the sower to his disciples  
but not to the crowds? 



 One day when I was at a 
friend’s house, he showed 
me one of those ‘pictures 

in a picture’. What I mean is, when you look at it you see 
one picture, but a#er you stare at it long enough another 
picture emerges. I think the picture “on top” was some 
sort of sunset over the water. The picture “underneath” 
was supposed to be a sailboat, dolphins leaping, and other 
such things. I remember staring at this picture for 20 or 30 
minutes, and honestly, I never saw anything but the  
sunset. People kept trying to help me see the other  
picture. They gave me very specific instruc"ons about 
what to do, but no ma(er how many different strategies I 
tried it did not make any difference. I was not able to see 
whatever everyone else could see. 

Life is kind of like that. We are confronted with various 
situa"ons in our lives and we are called to understand 
what is occurring. We are called to try to discern the 
meaning that exists in a par"cular event. The problem is 
that many "mes as we listen to other people telling us 
what is happening and what it means, it does not seem to 
make sense to us. We can mull over what has occurred and 
yet not be able to see the picture they are seeing. For 
some very simple reasons, it is hard some"mes to  
communicate to others what we are encountering. 

The ques"on then is, how can one try to really  
communicate the picture that he or she is seeing? How can 
you help the other person recognize that the picture you 
are seeing is as real and valid as what they are seeing, 
which might not even be close? It is about growing in good 
communica"on. 

We grow in good communica"on skills as we come to  
discover who the other person is. How does this other  
person process informa"on? We do not all process events 
in the same way. Some experience an event through their 
emo"ons while others do so through their intellect.  
Neither way is be(er than the other, and each has its 
strengths and weaknesses. But how we process what is 
happening will affect our understanding of what has  
occurred. When we talk about what has happened, its  
ul"mate meaning could be, and most likely will be,  
different for each person. This can lead to  
misunderstanding and frustra"on if we expect the other 
person to process events exactly as we do. 

We also have to realize that our life experiences impact 
the way we interpret events in our lives. We have to be 
honest with ourselves and realize that our own take on a 
par"cular situa"on will always be affected by the events of 
our past. Therefore, we cannot expect that another person 
will see things exactly our way. Instead, they too are  
impacted by their own past, which influences the way they 
come to terms with events that occur. 

Finally (and I know this is not poli"cally correct, but it is 
s"ll true), men and women are different. How they view 
the world and how they encounter events is impacted by 
their gender. But, it is important to note that one is not 
be(er than other—just different.  

Good communica"on takes all of these and other factors 
into account. Communica"on is not about trying to  
convince someone that they are right or wrong. It is not 
about ge-ng them to see the picture as you see it, or to 
see the ‘picture in the picture’.  Rather, it is about crea"ng 
a sense of mutual understanding that will give each person 
insight as to how the other perceives a par"cular issue or 
event. This understanding allows for a deeper apprecia"on 
and further discovery of the other person. In the end, it 
can lead people to come to an agreement that is mutually 
beneficial, which might be simply to agree to disagree.  

The biggest trap we can fall into when trying to  
communicate our experiences, feelings, and so forth is our 
need for others to see the picture just the way we do. But, 
for most people that will not be possible. And it is here 
that the biggest frustra"ons in our rela"onships with  
others can arise.  We create impossible expecta"ons of 
others and then become disappointed when they cannot 
fulfill them. We interpret their “refusal” to see the picture 
we see as coming from their intransigence.  

The truth of the ma(er is simply that they are different 
from us, and so they will see things differently than we do. 
I was never able to see that ‘picture in the picture’ but that 
did not mean that I thought the people around me were 
lying. Rather, for whatever reason, my eyes simply could 
not focus in the way that would allow me to see it. I was 
fascinated by what they told me they saw and honestly 
wished I could have seen it myself. 

We are called to do for others what God does for us. We 
are called to meet people where they’re at—to accept 
them for who they are in the moment. That does not mean 
we don’t challenge people to embrace the truth of the 
faith, or Christ. But is that something they’re ready for?  
Can they focus on the picture of life right now and see the 
reality of God in it? We are all on different paths in our 
journey with the Lord. The picture we see of Christ in our 
lives and in the world is not so clear on every path. 

Our lives as Chris"ans are about helping people see the 
‘picture in the picture of life’, which is Jesus Christ. But let 
us never forget that what is easy for us to see is not always 
that easy for others to see. Rather than ge-ng frustrated 
with them, let us try to discover what might help to bring 
their lives into focus.  

If you have any ques"ons about anything, please do not 
hesitate to ask me directly, or send your ques"ons to me 
at fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 
 



 

 

 

What Kind of Seed Am I? 
Jesus taught using parables, and I think most of us 
could talk about many if not all of them without 
even looking in the Bible. The Parable of the Sower 
in extremely well known thanks, in part, to the  
musical, “Godspell.” Acting out what happens to 
each kind of seed was humorously portrayed and 
quite memorable. 

But it’s also well-known because we can see  
ourselves as the different types of seed, depending 
on how our faith has grown. We want to be the 
good seed. We want to be the source of great fruit 
not only in our own lives, but also in the lives of  
others. We want to believe that we truly  
understand what it means to be an effective  
disciple. 

I confess, there are times that I can still be all four 
kinds of seed, even after declaring my life is for 
Jesus; that I am a daughter of The King. 

· Seed on the path 
Not really understanding the importance of 
what God is telling me. 

· Seed on rocky ground  
Not able to publicly acknowledge Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God. 

· Seed among thorns 
Not fully trusting that God will provide what  
I need. 

· Seed on good soil 
Ah, at last: I get it; I proclaim; I trust;  
God works miracles! 

What kind of seed will you be in the face of so 
much going on in our country and our world? 

We need to pray: to understand God’s Word; to 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord; to trust that all 
things are possible with God; to be willing to pay 
the price of being the fruitful seed. 

Let’s pray for each other that we can be part of a 
tremendous harvest for the Kingdom of God. 

During the recent race riots we heard the term 
“White Privilege.” What does that mean? Those 
of us who are white find it difficult to see that 
we constantly receive special treatment because 
of social systems built to prioritize people with 
white skin. 

Recently a woman told me her story...  
She was fourth in line at a red light. After 
some time she and the others recognized that 
the light was not going to change. The  
second car went through the intersection, then 
the third, and finally she went. As she went 
through, she noticed that the driver of the 
first car—still waiting for the light to turn—
was black. Immediately she felt the fear that 
driver felt if he would go through the red 
light. 

Father Richard Rohr wrote about ‘white  
privilege.’ “The ego believes the lie that there 
isn’t enough to go around and that for me to  
succeed or win, someone else must lose. And so 
we’ve greedily supported systems and  
governments that work to our own advantage at 
the expense of others, most often people of  
color or any highly visible difference. The  
advances of the white person was too often at 
the cost of other people not advancing at all. A 
minor history course should make this rather 
clear.” 

In Saint John’s Gospel (15:17) we hear Jesus say 
to the Apostles, and to us: “I demand that you 
love each other, for you get enough hate from 
the world.” In another place John writes, “If you 
cannot love the person next to you whom you 
see, how can you love God whom you have  
never seen?” 

Father Rohr continues: “If God operates as me, 
God operates as ‘thee’ too, and the playing 
field is utterly leveled forever. Like Jesus,  
Francis, Clare and many other humble mystics, 
we then rush down instead of up. In the act of 
letting go and choosing to become servants, 
community can at last be possible. The illusory 
state of privilege just gets in the way of  
neighboring and basic human friendship.” 

  From our Senior Priest in Residence 


