A Splendid Mission
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
Again I would like to share with you the inspiring comments of Pope Francis in regard to today’s
gospel reading:
“Today’s Gospel passage, taken from the tenth Chapter of the Gospel of Luke, makes us
consider how necessary it is to invoke God, “the Lord of harvest to send out laborers” (v. 2). The
“laborers” whom Jesus speaks of are the missionaries of the Kingdom of God, whom he himself
calls and sends on “ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was
about to come” (v. 1). Their task is to proclaim a message of salvation addressed to everyone.
Missionaries always proclaim a message of salvation to everyone; not only those missionaries
who go afar, but we too, [are] Christian missionaries who express a good word of salvation. This
is the gift that Jesus gives us with the Holy Spirit. This message is to say: “The kingdom of God
has come near to you” (v. 9), because God has “come near” to us through Jesus; God became
one of us; in Jesus, God reigns in our midst, his merciful love overcomes sin and human misery.
This is the Good News that the “laborers” must bring to everyone: a message of hope and
comfort, of peace and charity. When Jesus sends the disciples ahead of him into the villages,
he tells them: “first, say ‘Peace be to this house!’ […]; heal the sick in it” (vv. 5, 9). All of this
signifies that the Kingdom of God is built day by day and already offers on this earth its fruits
of conversion, of purification, of love and of comfort among men. It is a beautiful thing! Building
day by day this Kingdom of God that is to be made. Do not destroy, build!
With what spirit must disciples of Jesus carry out this mission? First of all they must be aware
of the difficult and sometimes hostile reality that awaits them. Jesus minces no words about
this! Jesus says: “I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves” (v. 3). This is very clear.
Hostility is always at the beginning of persecutions of Christians; because Jesus knows that
the mission is blocked by the work of evil. For this reason, the laborer of the Gospel will strive
to be free from every kind of human conditioning, carrying neither purse nor bag nor sandals
(cf. v. 4), as Jesus counseled, so as to place reliance solely in the power of the Cross of Jesus
Christ. This means abandoning every motive of personal advantage, careerism or hunger for
power, and humbly making ourselves instruments of the salvation carried out by Jesus’
sacrifice.
A Christian’s mission in the world is splendid, it is a mission intended for everyone, it is a
mission of service, excluding no one; it requires a great deal of generosity and above all setting
one’s gaze and heart facing on High, to invoke the Lord’s help. There is a great need for
Christians who joyfully witness to the Gospel in everyday life. The disciples sent out by
Jesus, “returned with joy” (v. 17). When we do this, our heart fills with joy.”
As you share the abundant gifts Christ has given you, may your hearts be filled with joy.
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