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The Jubilee Year of Mercy which Pope Francis
officially launched on December 8th with the opening of
the Holy Door of Mercy of Rome’s St. Peter’s Basilica was
replicated in cathedrals around the world on Sunday,
December 13th, including in the Diocese of Baker. The
ceremony of the opening of the Holy Door of Mercy of
the St. Francis de Sales Cathedral was presided over by
Bishop Cary.

The solemn rite “Opening the Door of Mercy” began
outside the cathedral with Bishop Cary exhorting us to
keep in mind the purpose of the Extraordinary Jubilee:
the door to God’s mercy is open to all men and women.
A reading from the Gospel of Luke followed - the parable
of the shepherd who goes after the lost sheep until he
finds it.

Parishioners then listened to the proclamation of the
Holy Father’s Bull of Indiction:

“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. These
words might well sum up the mystery of the
Christian faith.....We are called to gaze even more
attentively on mercy so that we may become an
effective sign of the Father’s action in our lives....”

The Bishop then intoned, “Open the gates of justice;
we shall enter and give thanks to the Lord!” As the doors
opened, the people made their way in and filled the
Cathedral for the celebration of Holy Mass. The symbolic
pushing open of the Holy Door reminds us of God’s
abundance of mercy which is always open and available to
us. As it was a brisk, breezy 36 degree afternoon, it also
reminds us of the warmth of God’s loving acceptance of
His children. All we need is the courage to enter through
the door!

Following Mass most of the congregation went down
to the Parish Hall for this year's Lady of Guadalupe
Fiesta Meal.
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Stars are a traditional Christmas symbol. Over 2,000
years ago when baby Jesus was born, there was a star
showing the way for the shepherds, kings and visitors who
recognized the symbol of the star announcing that the time
had come - the Savior had been born. The star reminds us
that God is with us, Emmanuel, and we reflect on the
mystery of the Incarnation of Jesus. Furthermore, the star
of Bethlehem showed the way and was a guide toward Jesus
- the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

Based on the power of the multiple layers of
symbolism associated with the star during the Christmas
season, this year members of the Our Lady of the Valley
Catholic Church
community in La Grande
wanted to have a large star
(30 ft) to draw the
attention of those passing
by the church to lead
people and show them the
way to church and to Jesus
Himself, especially those
who are not currently
actively engaged in their
Catholic faith. All those
who are abandoned, crippled, and downtrodden, those
without peace, life, light, truth and justice can see a
message of hope in the star. It is a reminder that the Savior
has been born to show them truth, light, and peace.

Especially during this Year of Mercy, we reflect on the
power of both receiving God’s mercy and allowing it to
flow out of us into the lives of others around us. The
Christmas star can inspire those in the community that we
need to have a big heart and include everyone with an
intent to bring the love of Jesus to others, to create a sense
that they are invited in the love of Jesus. As the choirs of
angels sing Glory to God in the highest and peace to His
people on earth, we make a strong connection that Jesus,
the little babe who was born in Bethlehem, is peace. Let us
also be the bearers of peace, sharing God’s love and peace
with others. Let us bring hope to our communities by
sharing the love of Christ.

Gems of Our Lady of the Valley, parishioners
Bill Acevedo, Tony Faro, and Joe Schlieski, brought the
vision to have a large star to capture the attention of the
community to life. Members of the community are grateful
for their efforts, and the impact that the star they created
and hung, has had on increasing the holiday spirit.

— Fr. Shaji Thomas




Thoughts Along the Way
Bishop Liam Cary

Pilgrimage to Mercy

The Year of Mercy has begun. Holy Doors at the
Cathedral in Baker City and at the Retreat Center Chapel
in Powell Butte await the arrival of pilgrims from
throughout the Diocese.

“The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in the
Holy Year,” Pope Francis tells us, “because it represents
the journey each of us makes in this life.” From its earliest
days the Church was called “The Way” (Acts 9:2). You
and I set out on The Way of the Church when we were
carried to the baptismal font as infants or deliberately
walked toward it as adults, when we step into the
procession to Communion, when we will be carried to
our grave. Christians have always understood the journey
of life to be “a great pilgrimage to the House of the
Father,” in the words of St. John Paul II. This year the
Holy Door of Jubilee invites us to see ourselves clearly as
the pilgrims we are and can ever more willingly become.

For centuries of Christian history teach an
unmistakable lesson: those who make themselves pilgrims
return home different from when they left. Deliberately
removing themselves from the times and places of the
ordinary day with all its accustomed routines, they set
out for up-close companionship with Him Who is the
Way, and their lives took entirely unforeseeable turns for
the better.

Traveling with Jesus the Way, we fellow pilgrims
come to know Him as the Truth that sets us free to share
His Life. For He gives us courage to face the truth of our
lives in the light of True Life and to take a decision about
what we see and who we shall be as we follow the Way
home to the Father.

Pilgrimage gives us time to recall the false paths
down which our serious sins have led us, and the
Holy Door of Mercy invites repentant self-recognition,
contrition, and conversion: “I myself, and not another,
have done what is wrong; I myself, and not another,
have not done what is right. I am sorry I am not the
person God made me to be. May God give me the
grace to change my life and do unto others what is
pleasing to Him.”

During this Year of Mercy I hope that many of us,
old and young, will go on pilgrimage to the Holy Door
and cross the threshold of pardon and peace. There are
many ways to get there: as individuals, as families, as
small groups. But I particularly encourage each parish to
organize a representative group to make the journey. Just
let Father Greiner know when your parish will be at the
Cathedral or contact the Diocesan Office here in Bend to
“reserve” a date at Powell Butte. Many of you alongside

the Idaho border have never laid eyes on the beautiful
Retreat Center in Powell Butte; many of you from Central
Oregon have never visited our jewel of a Cathedral in
Baker City. Let those who live east go west and those who
live west go east!

But whichever direction you take, go in peace.

Pensamientos Del Camino
Obispo Liam Cary

Peregrinacion a la Misericordia

El Ano de la Misericordia ha comenzado. Las Puertas
Santas de la Catedral en Baker City y en la Capilla del
Centro de Retiros en Powell Butte esperan la llegada de
peregrinos de toda la Didcesis.

“La practica de la peregrinacion tiene un lugar
especial en el Ano Santo”, el Papa Francisco nos dice,
“porque representa el camino que cada uno de nosotros
hace en esta vida.” Desde sus primeros dias la Iglesia fue
llamada “El Camino” (Hechos 9:2). Ustedes y vyo
emprendimos en el Camino de la Iglesia cuando fuimos
llevados a la fuente bautismal como nifios o
deliberadamente caminamos hacia ella como adultos,
cuando damos un paso en la procesion a la Comunion,
cuando serémos llevados a nuestra tumba. Los Cristianos
siempre han entendido el viaje de la vida como “una gran
peregrinaciéon hacia la Casa del Padre,” en las palabras de
San Juan Pablo II. Este afio la Puerta Santa del Jubileo
nos invita a vernos claramente como los peregrinos que
somos y que mas aun podemos llegar a ser.

Porque los siglos de la historia Cristiana ensefian una
leccion inconfundible: aquellos que se hacen peregrinos
regresan a casa diferente de como se fueron.
Deliberadamente retirandose de los tiempos y lugares del
dia ordinario con todas sus rutinas acostumbradas,
emprendieron para un companerismo con El Quien es el
Camino, y sus vidas tomaron vueltas totalmente
imprevisibles hacia lo mejor.

Viajando con Jesus el Camino, nosotros companeros
peregrinos venimos a conocerlo a El como la Verdad que
nos libera para compartir Su Vida. Porque El nos da el
valor de enfrentar la verdad de nuestras vidas en la luz de la
Vida Verdadera y de tomar una decision sobre lo que
vemos y sobre lo que serémos mientras seguimos el
Camino hacia el Padre.

La peregrinacion nos da tiempo para recordar los
falsos caminos por donde nos han llevado nuestros
pecados serios, y la Puerta Santa de Misericordia nos
invita al auto-reconocimiento arrepentido, a la contricion,
y a la conversion: “Yo mismo, y no otro, he hecho lo que
estd mal; yo mismo, y no otro, no he hecho lo que estd
bien. Lo siento que no soy la persona que Dios me hizo
que fuera. Que Dios me de la gracia de cambiar mi vida y



hacer a los demds lo que es agradable a EL.”

Durante este Afo de Misericordia, espero que
muchos de nosotros, adultos y jovenes, iremos en
peregrinacion a la Puerta Santa y cruzaremos el umbral
del perdén y la paz. Hay muchas maneras para llegar alli:
como individuos, como familias, como grupos pequefos.
Pero yo particularmente animo a cada parroquia que
organice un grupo representativo para hacer el viaje.
Solamente déjenle saber al Padre Greiner cuando su
parroquia estara en la Catedral o comuniquense a la
Oficina Diocesana aqui en Bend para “reservar” una
fecha en Powell Butte. Muchos de ustedes, a lo largo de la
frontera de Idaho, nunca han puestos sus ojos en el
hermoso Centro de Retiros en Powell Butte; muchos de
ustedes de Oregon Central nunca han visitado nuestra
joya de Catedral en Baker City. iQue los que viven en el
este, vayan hacia el oeste y los que viven en el oeste, vayan
hacia este!

Pero cualquier direccion que tomen, vayan en paz.

Have a Heart for Bend

St. Vincent de Paul will host the
annual Have a Heart for Bend fundraiser
on Saturday, February 27,2016, at the
Bend Elks Lodge from 6-10 PM. Come and enjoy a
Greek Cuisine buffet inner, beer and wine, dancing to
the live band “Out of the Blue”, a 50/50 raffle, and
silent auction. Tickets are only $25 per person to enjoy
an evening with friends and support St. Vincent de Paul
Bend. All proceeds will be used to support SVdP’s
mission of helping those in need in Bend.

Event tickets and $5 raffle tickets will be sold
following all St. Francis of Assisi weekend Masses
February 7/8 and 14/15, and at the St. Vincent de Paul
Social Services offices at 950 SE Third Street in Bend.
Event Tickets will also be sold online at http://
stvincentdepaulbend.org and at the door — if available.

The Bend St. Vincent de Paul Society is a non-
profit 501c3 charity. Their food pantry provides more
than 24,000 nutritious meals each month to over 600
Bend-area households. In addition to providing food for
individuals and families, it also assists with prescriptions,
utilities, affordable housing/shelter, and warm coats. In
2015, they provided 6,925 five-day food boxes, which is
equal to 313,845 meals for 11,964 adults and 8,918
children. They provided $3,300 for prescription help
and $18,180 in utility assistance (gas, water, electric,
propane). They provided homes for 12 families and
individuals. And they collected hundreds of gently
worn coats, hats, and gloves to help keep people warm.

Please consider partnering with St. Vincent de Paul
in this important mission by becoming a sponsor for
this important event. Call 541-389-6643 or email
stvincentbend@integra.net

Bishop Cary’s Schedule

Jan. 10-11  Region XII Bishop's Retreat in Seattle, WA
Jan. 16 Northwest Walk for Life in Spokane, WA
Jan. 1822  Catholic Leadership Institute in Orlando, FL
Jan. 23-24 Mass at Sacred Heart in Klamath Falls

In Memoriam, Deacon Robert P. Walling

Deacon Robert P. Walling, 84, of
Bend, passed away peacefully Saturday,
December 12, 2015.

Born December 17, 1930, in San
Diego, California, he was the son of
William Henry Walling and Eileen
Bernyce (OKeefe) Walling.

Bob died five days short of his 85th
birthday. Married to Claire for 62 years
with three children, he served in the U.S. Navy and
U.S. Marine Corps for 28 years stationed in the
U.S,, Okinawa, and Argentina. He was decorated
with Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal,
Navy Commendation Medal, Meritorious Unit
Commendation, National Defense Service Medal w/1%,
Rifle Expert Shooters Badge, and Pistol Expert
Shooters Badge.

We know him here in Bend as Deacon Bob,
ordained to the Order of Permanent Deacon of the
Roman Catholic Church on May 25, 1985, by Bishop Leo
T. Maher of the Diocese of San Diego, he later served in
this capacity in the Archdiocese of Kansas City and the
Diocese of Baker since 1993.

Deacon Bob loved traveling with Claire to the scenic
areas in the western U.S. and finally decided to “retire” in
the beautiful area of Bend, Oregon, in 2006.

As a beloved husband, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, and friend, he will be missed.

A Rosary and Mass was held Monday, December 21st
at St. Francis Church in Bend.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
And let perpetual light shine upon him.
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

The Traditional Latin Mass in Bend

The schedule for January and February for the
Extraordinary Form Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Historic
Church is:

January 10:  2:15 PM Low Mass

January 24:  2:15 PM High Mass

February 7:  3:15 PM Low Mass

February 21: 2:15 PM High Mass

Mass times are listed in advance on the diocesan website
at www.dioceseofbaker.org and The Society of St. Gregory
the Great website at www.ssgg.org or call (541) 388-4004.
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What is Marriage Encounter?

Are you Happy in your marriage! When a couple
comes to ask me to help them get married, I always
like to ask them - why do you want to get married?
The answers range from those who do not have a
clear idea of it, to those who say, that they want to
include God in their marriage.

[s that all? Has not God made known to man and
woman His plan for marriage! Saint Paul in his letter
to the Ephesians said: “For this reason a man shall
leave his father and his mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh. The mystery is
great, but I speak with reference to Christ and the
Church (5, 31-32).” Great mystery! From this great
mystery God has made man and wife participants of the
Sacrament of Marriage.

Catholics believe that marriage comes as a gift from
the hand of God. Marriage is a way to respond to God’s
call to holiness. Marriage calls the couple to be a sign of
Christ’s love in the world.

The Catholic Church has a weekend experience
called Marriage Encounter. This weekend provides not
only communication tools, but it also reveals God’s Plan
for Marriage, and it is a time of much joy and learning.
The best thing you could do for your spouse is to give
each other some time together in this Weekend of the
Marriage Encounter.

The weekend of November 27, 28 and 29, 1 had

; Que es Encuentro Matrimonio!

;Eres Feliz en Tu Matrimonio? Cuando las parejas
llegan a pedir que los ayude a casarse, siempre me
gusta preguntarles -;Por qué se quieren casar! Las
respuestas oscilan entre quienes no tienen una idea
clara de ello, hasta aquellos que desean incluir a Dios
en su matrimonio.

;Eso es todo? jAcaso Dios no le ha dado a conocer al
hombre y la mujer Su plan para el matrimonio? San Pablo
en su carta a los Efesios dice: “Por esto el hombre dejara a
su padre y a su madre, y se unira a su mujer, y los dos
serdn una sola carne. Grande es este mistefigero hablo
con referencia a Cristo y a la Iglesia.” (5,31-32). ;Gran
misterio! A este gran misterio Dios ha hecho al hombre y
la mujer participes en el Sacramento del Matrimonio.

Los Catolicos creen que el matrimonio viene como
un regalo de la mano de Dios. El Matrimonio es una
manera de responder al llamado de Dios a la santidad. El
matrimonio llama a la pareja a ser un simbolo del amor
de Dios en el mundo.

La Iglesia Catolica tiene una experiencia de fin de
semana llamada: Encuentro Matrimonial. Este encuentro
proporciona no solo herramientas para saberse
comunicar, sino que también revela el Plan de Dios para
el Matrimonio, y es un tiempo de mucha alegria y
aprendizaje. Lo mejor que usted pudiera hacer para su
pareja es regalarse un tiempo juntos en este Fin de
Semana del Encuentro Matrimonial.

the beautiful opportunity to lead
the Weekend of the Marriage
Encounter, along with three great
couples: Jos¢ and Yenni Chavez
(Pasco, WA), Fausto & Ana Laura
Martinez (Walla Walla, WA), and
Martin and Rosa Pille (Hood
River, OR). It was held in
Kennewick, Washington, and 36
couples participated from
Hermiston, Pasco, Royal City,
Wenatchee, Warden, Milton-
Freewater, Connell and Othello.

If you would like to receive more information
about Marriage Encounter, please contact us via the
internet. Just Google Marriage Encounter or ask your
parish priest.

— Fr. Luis M. Flores-Alva

El fin de semana del 27, 28 y
29 del pasado Noviembre, tuve la
hermosa experiencia de dirigir mi
primer Fin de Semana del
Encuentro Matrimonial, junto con
tres estupendos matrimonios: José
vy Yenni Chavez (Pasco, WA), Fausto
y Ana Laura Martinez (Walla
Walla, WA) y, Martin y Rosa Pille
| (Hood River, OR). Se llevd a cabo
I en Kennewick, WA vy en este
participaron 36 parejas de
Hermiston, Pasco, Royal City, Wenatchee, Warden,
Milton Freewater, Connell y Othello.
Si usted quiere recibir més informacion sobre este,
contictese con nosotros por internet (buscando la palabra

Encuentro Matrimonial) o preguntele a su sacerdote.
— P. Luis M. Flores-Alva

Advent Celebration

The Metzentine children: Joshua, Caleb and Emily enjoyed decorating the Christmas tree at the [
annual Advent Family Celebration held on December 5th at the Powell Butte Retreat Center.
Around 25 guests enjoyed an evening of Advent activities, including the lighting of the Advent

Candles, a talk on the Jesse Tree, and a sing along of Advent and Christmas hymns and songs. In
particular, everyone’s favorite of the evening was the group interacting of The Twelve days of Christmas.

Afterward, everyone enjoyed a potluck dinner. The event was sponsored by Mother Mary’s
Daughters and the music was provided by LeRoy and Friends.




