
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John the Evangelist  

668 Clearfield Road, 

Fenelton, PA 16034-9743 

Phone: 724-287-7590 

Fax: 724-287-3550 

Parish Office Email: 

stjohnchurch@zoominternet.net 
 

St. Joseph  

315 Stoney Hollow Road  

Cabot PA  16023 

Parish Office: 724-352-2149 

Fax : 724-352-7174 

St. Joseph Email: 

stjosephcabot@zoominternet.net 

Parish Office Email: 

parishofficesj@yahoo.com 
 

St. Mary of the Assumption  

821 Herman Road 

Butler, PA 16002 

Phone: 724-285-3285 

Fax: 724-285-4715 

Parish Office Email: 

Saintmaryinherman 

@zoominternet.net 
 

Pastor: Fr. Ward Stakem, OFM, Cap.                    

   724-777-9432 

Parochial Vicar: Fr. James Kurtz, 

OFM, Cap.        412-421-3962 
 

Parish Grouping Website 

stsjjmcatholic.org 

St. John 

St. Joseph 

St. Mary of the Assumption 

April 26, 2020 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
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Though regularly scheduled Masses are not being 
celebrated at our 3 parish locations, they are 
continuing to be celebrated daily by Father Ward 
and Father Jim at the Friary.  Scheduled Mass 
intentions will continue to be celebrated as 
scheduled.  Below are this weeks Mass intentions: 

Saturday, April 25 - Jeremy Yenick by John & Cindy Reddick & Family                                                                                                              
             Joe & Mary Cosentino by Family                                                                                                                             
3rd Sunday of Easter, April 26 - Rodney Scott by Ron & Connie Geibel 

           Vince Green, Sr. by Family  
           Parishioners of St. John, St. Joseph and St. Mary Parishes 

Monday, April 27 - Leo Snyder by Pat & Fran Tirk 
Tuesday, April 28 - Leonard Rock by Rita Criley 
Wednesday,  April 29 - Rev. William Ritzert by The Buchwald Family 
Thursday, April 30 - Art Schnur by R. C. Men’s Club 
Friday, May 1 - Sick Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish by St. Joseph Christian Mothers & Women 

Saturday, May 2 - Paula Lafean by St. Joseph Christian Mothers & Women 
           Hubert & Rita Michel by Family 
          Joyce Uhrinek by Bernie Uhrinek 

4th Sunday of Easter, May 3 -  Leo Snyder by Regina Campbell 

         Bob & Freda Thompson by Bob & Rita  
         John & Virginia Pesci by Denny & Patti Geary 

When, for any reason, we cannot participate in Mass, the Church invites us to unite with 
Christ through this prayer of Spiritual Communion.   Praying this prayer is a beautiful way to 

unite our hearts to Christ's when we cannot receive him physically in the Eucharist. 

https://assets.brandfolder.com/pratuj-2x06f4-2bsmsb/original/0_massintentions2_4c.jpg
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Stay up to date on the latest  

information from  The Diocese 

of Pittsburgh by visiting their 

website at diopitt.org.  There 

are many wonderful resources for guiding 

your spiritual needs in these times 

accessible on the website as well.       

Visit our Grouping website at  

stsjjmcatholic.org to stay up to date on 

the latest updates for our grouping, sign 

up for online giving, find links to 

upcoming livestreams. 

Follow the simple steps below and you will 

receive the weekly bulletin via email from LPi, our 

bulletin publisher. 
 

1. Go to www.parishesonline.com 

2. On the home page, enter your parish name 

and city, state, or ZIP. Click the search icon. 

3. Click on your parish name on the results 

screen. 

4. On the parish page, go to Recent Publications 

and click Subscribe. 

5. In the pop-up window, enter your email, first 

name, and last name, then click Subscribe. 

  St. Vincent de Paul    & 
  Butler Food Bank 

   The food bank is stocked and  
   anyone in need is encouraged 
   to accept this assistance.  The 
   pickup is a no contact drive up 
   system and no paperwork is  
  required. The Food Bank is located at 
146 North Monroe Street in Butler and is open from 
8-10 AM, Monday thru Friday.  Many thanks to all 
who make this giving possible with their donations 
and hard work. Our community is very blessed to 
have St. Vincent de Paul.  

A reminder ...to mail in or 
drop off  your “Name the New 
Parish in our Grouping” form. 
There’s still time and we need 
your feedback. Forms can be 
downloaded by clicking the 
/Î-ÉÓÓÉÏÎ box on our web-

site’s Home Page.  

Paycheck Protection Program 

Recently St. John, St. Joseph, and St. Mary Parishes applied for a loan made available thru the Paycheck Protection 

Program. Some $350 billion was allotted to the overall fund. Our diocese encouraged each parish to complete the 

application in an effort to keep our people on the payroll rather than collect unemployment and to receive funds to 

help with expenses. This will be a growing problem since we are not open for Masses and thus, our envelope return 

has been dented.  The loan was to cover 2.5 times our monthly payroll plus additional expenses. If we followed the 

guidelines set therein, the loan would be forgiven and the parish would owe nothing. We received word this past week 

that none of the parishes in our grouping was approved for the loan. With additional monies being allotted to the 

fund, our applications will be submitted again. LetΩs keep a positive thought. Stay tuned. 

Feeling the financial crunch these days? 

Finding it difficult to make ends meet? 

Want to come in and just sit and talk? 

Please reach out. We are here for YOU!  

Live Streaming Continues 

We will continue the live streaming until some άnormalcyέ returns to our Church. Thank you for tuning in to worship 

with your fellow parishioners and thank you for your positive comments. We will get thru this together! 

Go to: stsjjmcatholic.org to find the live streaming link that will take you to the St. Joseph YouTube channel. 
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)Æ ÙÏÕ ÏÒ Á ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ 
ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ  3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÃÈÁÉÎȟ  
ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 2ÏÓÅ #ÈÕÂÁ  

ÁÔ ΩΤΦ-ΤΪΧ-ΣΣΥΦ 

St. Michael, the Archangel,  

Defend Us In Battleé. 

Michael Fritz 
Tylor Grant White 
Matthew McCandless 
Jimmy Adley 
Russell Bauer            
Brandon Bauer 

 
Trevor Cottage 
Jordan Cottage 
Nicholas Cottage 
Stephen Konyha 
Dustin Michel 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ WŜƴƴ ŀǘ 
ǎǘƳŀǊȅōǳƭƭŜǝƴϪȊƻƻƳƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦƴŜǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƻǊ  ǊŜƳƻǾŜ 

ƴŀƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƭƛǎǘǎΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪΣ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜōƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ  
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇƛƴƎΦ 

Viola ñMinò Green 
Kathy Miller 
Joe Krall 
Lois Davanzati 
Elizabet Rakarich 
Elizabeth Kriley 
Evelyn MacDonald 
Jeannie White 
Agnes Widenhofer 
Karen Matichko 
John Prokopchak  
John Regan 
Mike Spohn 

Dick Leroy                      
Carol Rowley 
Alice Spinneweber 
Dan Jonczak Jr. 
Judy Convery 
Nicholas Miller             
Mary and Victor Carbin   
Jim Edwards 
C.J. Kriley  
Loretta Schnur  
Janet Biscetlia 
Fr.Victor Kriley,OFM,Cap.  
Fr.GaryStakem,OFM,Cap 

%ÍÁÉÌ 9ÏÕÒ %ÍÁÉÌ 
We have been using every avenue available to us to 
keep you informed of “news.”  Our census program has 
the capability to collectively email.  That means that 
each household that has listed their email with us 
would receive news in a matter of seconds. Easy, right?  
Yes, except for the fact that we do not have every 
household’s email address. We ask you to send us your 
email. It will not be used for any other purpose than 
parish communication. A collective email would also 
be far more economical than a paper mailing. Please 
take a few minutes and add your email.   
 

St. John Parishioners, send to: 
ÓÔÊÏÈÎÃÈÕÒÃÈͽÚÏÏÍÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔȢÎÅÔ 

 
St. Joseph Parishioners, send to: 
ÐÁÒÉÓÈÏÆПÉÃÅÓÊͽÙÁÈÏÏȢÃÏÍ 

 
St. Mary parishioners, send to: 

ÓÁÉÎÔÍÁÒÙÉÎÈÅÒÍÁÎͽÚÏÏÍÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔȢÎÅÔ 

+ Rest In Peace + 

 Dorothy Kulikowski, wife of Thomas Kulikowski 
   Mary Ann Malecky, mother of Mitch Malecky 

 Our sympathy and prayers to the                      
 Kulikowski and  Malecky Families.            

      May Dorothy and MarieΩs souls and                                  
the souls of all of our faithful departed rest in peace.  

A reminder that all 3 churches 
now have an online giving 
option!  Signing up is simple 
and secure.  Visit our group 
website, stsjjmcatholic.org, 
under the About tab, choose 
Online Giving at (Location Name), and follow 

the link on that page.              
Of course your offerings can 
still be sent in the mail or 
dropped off in the secure drop 
boxes now located outside each 
office (St. Mary now has a drop 
box, so envelopes no longer have 
to be slid under the door).  

Thank you all for continuing to give! 

You are Amazing 
Your offerings have 

been coming in– some 
mailed to the office 

directly, some 
dropped in the lock 

boxes at the offices, and online donations are 
flowing as well! You are helping us keep our heads 
above water in these trying times. God bless you. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epicentrofestival.com%2F54d6d2a7-cartoon-letters-clip-art-mailbox-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1i_eJ5eyBTsccAGLSFzT28&ust=1587086216676000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPirwYPj6-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAH


Page 6  St. John, St. Joseph, & St. Mary of the Assumption  

This weekõs Sacred Heart candle at     

St. John is in memory of  

Don Kennedy, from his children.  

 

 
h Ƴƻǎǘ Ƙƻƭȅ IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ 

L ŀŘƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƻǊǊƻǿ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴǎΦ   
 L ƻũŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƻǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΦ 
aŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜΣ ǇŀǝŜƴǘΣ ǇǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻƭƭȅ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭΦ 
DǊŀƴǘΣ ƎƻƻŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƴŀȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 
tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΤ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŀƉƛŎǝƻƴǎΤ 
ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ōƻŘȅΣ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ 
ȅƻǳǊ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ L ǇƭŀŎŜ Ƴȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊŜΦ 
Lƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴŜŜŘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ 
IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΦ 

!ƳŜƴΦ  

As a Church community, let us pray for the youth in our parishes, 
especially for those preparing to make their Sacraments 

Prayer for First Communicants 
 

Lord Jesus, 

Bless the children coming forward to 

receive  

Holy Communion for the first time.  

May this day be an initial step into a life - 

long love 

 of the Eucharist. Give them a hunger for 

this sacred food so  

that they turn to You for comfort, 

guidance, and wisdom  

as they grow in full discipleship. Thank 

you for their  

innocence and goodness. May they grow 

in Christian maturity and, 

 by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, become Christõs 

witnesses in the world,  

spreading and defending 

the faith. 

Amen. 

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 

 

Holy Trinity,  

guide and protect the candidates  

as they prepare to celebrate the 

      Sacrament of Confirmation.  

      Help them to discern  

Godõs will in their life and fill them with      

 the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit  

wisdom, 

 knowledge,  

right judgment, 

 courage, 

 understanding,  

reverence,  

       wonder  

  and awe, 

to empower them to 

serve God as a  

true disciple  

through Your grace and 

in Your love.  

Amen. 

 

https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul
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What Happens Next? 
I have been asked a number of times by parishioners 

when are we going to be able to come to church 

again?  A good question which I have no answer 

for.  Being the pastor doesn't give me any inside 

information which the Bishop and the governor have 

control over.  So we wait to see what the answer may be 

for us in our state and county.  In the meantime we can take advantage of the live-streaming of the various 

celebrations of the Mass and religious services.  And yes, it is not quite the same experience as being there.  Just 

today, Tuesday the 21st , I was able to view the live-stream  of a Funeral Mass for one of our Capuchin friars 

living in Pittsburgh who recently passed away, Fr. Vernon Bush.  The reason it was live-streamed was because the 

only ones able to attend were the men living in the friary in Pittsburgh.  This was a first for me and other friars 

since we customarily attend the funerals of our Capuchin brothers if at all possible.  And as you might guess 

this was because of the shut-down due to the virus.  I noticed while attentive to the Mass it was very easy to be 

distracted by my surroundings--my room and all that I might want to do as I followed the celebration on the 

internet.  This got me to thinking how is it I wonder for those who are live-streaming religious services in their 

homes on a regular basis? Can we grow comfortable with this experience of religious services that we might 

question our desire to physically attend Mass and services once this shut-down is lifted? While we cannot 

physically share in the Eucharist itself because the Eucharist cannot be live-streamed we might be tempted to 

conclude that the live-streaming is pretty nice and I don't have to get all dressed up..  

I present this question in the context of What Happens Next with each one of us?  How will I respond once life 

returns to some basic degree of normal?  

While we ponder this issue please know that you are in the prayers of the friars.  This world wide health 

situation challenges us in ways that we may have never been challenged before. And we continue to hold fast to 

the truth that the Lord has not abandon us. Our parish offices do function on a very limited basis so we can 

respond to parishioners needs and parish business. When the reception of the Sacraments of First Eucharist 

and Confirmation will occur has not been determined.  The celebration of weddings is being addressed on an 

individual basis given the fact that we don't know when they will be permitted to occur. Again you can keep up 

to date on what is happening in the parish and the diocese by going to the bulletin and the web-site at 

stsjjmcatholic.org.   I thank all for their prayers and concern as we move forward in this time of COVID-19.    

Stay safe and let us keep one another in prayer.      

      Peace, Fr. Ward and all at the Friary in Herman. 

https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul
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¢ƘŜ 5ƻƴƪŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Well 

Once upon a time, there was a donkey. It was a stupid, stubborn, old donkey- even the 
farmer who owned it didnΩt like it. One day the farmer heard in the distance the loud, 
distinctive άeye-ore, eye-oreέ of the donkey. He looked all over his property until at last he 
found the animal at the bottom of an abandoned well. Exasperated, the farmer asked each 
of his neighbors to bring over a shovel. HeΩd had enough of the stupid donkey, so he 

decided to bury it in the well (You can insert an eye roll here). His friends came over and together they started to 
shovel dirt into the well.  At first, the donkey protested loudly, braying with all of his might, but stopped after awhile. 
     The farmers kept shoveling. A few shovel loads later the farmer looked into the well and was astonished at what he 
saw. Instead of being buried in the dirt, the donkey would shake it off and take a step up; shake it off and take a step 
up. And so, the farmersΩ mission went from burying the donkey to saving him. They shoveled more and more dirt into 
the abandoned well until the donkey shook off the dirt one last time and stepped up—right out of the well-  
victorious! Upon his release, the farmers dropped their shovels and applauded the old, stubborn beast with a 
newfound admiration. 
     There are times in life when we could be that donkey.  Has life ever thrown dirt on you? Maybe youΩve gotten so 
deep in debt that you feel you will never be free. Perhaps youΩve experienced the desperation of being unemployed, or 
maybe youΩve just been dumped on emotionally far too often. Maybe you are facing health issues, empty-nest 
syndrome, or losing the άstay-young-foreverέ battle. Right now, as a nation we are dealing with COVID-19 which has us 
all at bay, wondering when normal will return to our lives. Whatever the case, all of us have had the experience of the 
donkey. 
     What can we do with the dirt that comes our way? We can complain about it or we can decide to stay calm. ThatΩs 
where our faith comes in, providing us with strength. We can choose to shake off the dirt that is supposed to bury us 
and instead use it as a foundation to lift us out of the hole weΩre in. 
     The Apostle Paul reminds us of this secret, writing from his own άwell,έ a jail cell in Philippi: άI know indeed how to 
live in humble circumstances; I know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things I have 
learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need. I have the 
strength for everything through him who empowers me.έ (Philippians 4:12-13)            
     If today, youΩre struggling in a hole, whether it be of your own making or one you just happened to fall into, stop 
thrashing and braying and start building a foundation that will enable you to shake it off and step up. This story of the 
donkey in the well and its message is timeless.  (As far as the farmer goes, I would vote that he is the real άdonkeyέ in 
the story. What do you think?) 

https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul
http://www.thechuckchapman.com/2012/06/18/the-donkey-and-the-well-a-rescue-story/#
http://www.thechuckchapman.com/2012/06/18/the-donkey-and-the-well-a-rescue-story/#
http://www.thechuckchapman.com/2012/06/18/the-donkey-and-the-well-a-rescue-story/
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relics of Saint Victor and 

she professed her Christian Faith during the persecution of the Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius around 165.

was arrested and tied by her feet to the tops of two palm trees which were bent to the ground. When the palms were 

let loose she was torn apart. According to the Roman Martyrology, this happened in Syria.

and 1981, proved that the relics belong indeed to a man and a woman. Cedar pollen was found confirming an original 

burial in Syria and then in Cyprus.

treasure hunters and against 

https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul
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