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WEEKLY PRAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 26, 2020

SUN 4/26 Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [11a)1
Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35
MON 4/27  Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab)/n 6:22-29
TUE 4/28 Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab
[6a)/Jn 6:30-35
WED 4/29 Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66: 1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/)n 6:35-40
THR 4/30 Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1}/)n 6:44-51
FRI5/01 Acts 8:1-20/Ps 117:1bg, 2 [Mk 16:15)/Jn 6:52-59 ‘
SAT 5/02 Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12}/]n 6:60-69 oa Y ' _.,
SUN 5/03 Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-33, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1)/1 Pt 2:20b-25/ i \

Jn 10:1-10

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 26, 2020

DELEBRATE

Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Easter
Tuesday: St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr;
St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest I H [
Wednesday: St Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church
Thursday. St PiusV, Pope RESURREC'“UNI
Friday: St. Joseph the Worker [
Saturday: St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Easter; World Day of Prayer for Vocations BOLP

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Is God a real Being for you or simply an idea to be entertained?
Often, we reduce God to a set of ideas, theories, and principles
and neglect to see Him as the One who takes joy in helping us
understand all of the events and mysteries of life. God delights
in journeying with us and is the only One who can fill us with joy
and make our hearts burn with excitement and jubilation. He is
the One who assists us in recognizing the truth that is before us

2

and interpreting not only the jewels of Sacred Scripture but the
events of history. If we recognize God, we can also see that He
inspires us to see the divine meaning of our own lives as well,
Sometimes it takes us a little time. After all, even Jesus’ closest
friends had to walk with him for a while on the road to Emmaus
before their eyes were opened in the breaking of bread.
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Though regularly scheduled Masses are not being
celebrated at our 3 parish locations, they are
continuing to be celebrated daily by Father Ward
and Father Jim at the Friary. Scheduled Mass
intentions will continue to be celebrated as
scheduled. Below are this weeks Mass intentions:

Saturday, April 25 - Jeremy Yenick by John & Cindy Reddick & Family

Joe & Mary Cosentino by Family
3rd Sunday of Easter, April 26 - Rodney Scott by Ron & Connie Geibel
Vince Green, Sr. by Family
Parishioners of St. John, St. Joseph and St. Mary Parishes

Monday, April 27 - Leo Snyder by Pat & Fran Tirk

Tuesday, April 28 - Leonard Rock by Rita Criley

Wednesday, April 29 - Rev. William Ritzert by The Buchwald Family

Thursday, April 30 - Art Schnur by R. C. Men’s Club

Friday, May 1 - Sick Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish by St. Joseph Christian Mothers & Women

Saturday, May 2 - Paula Lafean by St. Joseph Christian Mothers & Women

Hubert & Rita Michel by Family
Joyce Uhrinek by Bernie Uhrinek
4th Sunday of Easter, May 3 - Leo Snyder by Regina Campbell
Bob & Freda Thompson by Bob & Rita
John & Virginia Pesciby Denny & Patti Geary 1 ‘

When, for any reason, we cannot participate in Mass, the Church invites us to unite with
Christ through this prayer of Spiritual Communion. Praying this prayer is a beautiful way to
unite our hearts to Christ's when we cannot receive him physically in the Eucharist.

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, | believe that You are in the
Blessed Sacrament. | love You above
all things, and I long for You in my soul.
Since | cannot now receive You
sacramentally, come at |least
spiritually into my heart. As though You
have already come, | embrace You and
unite myself entirely to You; never
permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
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Live Streaming Continues

We will continue the live streaming until some Ohormalcyé€ returns to our Church. Thank you for tuning in to worship
with your fellow parishioners and thank you for your positive comments. We will get thru this together!

Go to: stsjjmcatholic.org to find the live streaming link that will take you to the St. Joseph YouTube channel.

Paycheck Protection Program

Recently St. John, St. Joseph, and St. Mary Parishes applied for a loan made available thru the Paycheck Protection
Program. Some $350 billion was allotted to the overall fund. Our diocese encouraged each parish to complete the
application in an effort to keep our people on the payroll rather than collect unemployment and to receive funds to
help with expenses. This will be a growing problem since we are not open for Masses and thus, our envelope return
has been dented. The loan was to cover 2.5 times our monthly payroll plus additional expenses. If we followed the
guidelines set therein, the loan would be forgiven and the parish would owe nothing. We received word this past week
that none of the parishes in our grouping was approved for the loan. With additional monies being allotted to the
fund, our applications will be submitted again. Let@ keep a positive thought. Stay tuned.

A reminder ...to mail in or Follow the simple steps below and you will
?}D drop off your “Name the New | receive the weekly bulletin via email from LPi, our
nememlsen, . 1. - . .
Parish in our Grouping” form. | bulletin publisher.
There’s still time and we need 1
your feedback. Forms can be >
downloaded by clicking the
/ T - E Otvkdn bur web-
site’s Home Page.

. Go to www.parishesonline.com

. On the home page, enter your parish name
and city, state, or ZIP. Click the search icon.

3. Click on your parish name on the results

screen.

4. On the parish page, go to Recent Publications

Feeling the financial crunch these days? and click Subscribe.

5. In the pop-up window, enter your email, first

name, and last name, then click Subscribe.

y Finding it difficult to make ends meet?
@\ Want to come in and just sit and talk?

Please reach out. We are here for YOU!

Stay up to date on the latest
. S St. Vincent de Paul & information from The Diocese
fmr= s : . .
@@ﬂ Butler Food Bank of Pittsburgh by visiting their
Y The food bank is stocked and PITTSBURGH — yweDbsite at diopitt.org. There
Gond Fort™ anyone in “?ed i5_ encouraged | | are many wonderful resources for guiding
- to accept this assistance. The your spiritual needs in these times
_qu-:] pickup is a no contact drive up . .
e . accessible on the website as well.
@ system and no paperwork is Visi G ) bsi
= required. The Food Bank is located at Isit our Grouping website at
146 North Monroe Street in Butler and is open from | | Stsjjmcatholic.org to stay up to date on
8-10 AM, Monday thru Friday. Many thanks to all the latest updates for our grouping, sign

who make this giving possible with their donations up for online giving, find links to
and hard work. Our community is very blessed to upcoming livestreams

have St. Vincent de Paul.
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Evelyn MacDomakg and Vict rbb®Xx, so envelopes 1
Jeannie Whitgim Edwards to be slid under t
Agnes Widenhgfgr Kriley ,
Karen Matichkoretta Schnurthank you all for continu
joﬂn Ef okopcbaket Biscet]|
ohn egan Fr. Victor Kri i
Mi ke Spohn Fr. GaryStakem YouareAmazmg
Your offerings have
ttSFasS OFff &2dz2NJ t | NR&AK bden carsingyh— dore
aGYlI NeodzZ t Sey Xl 22YAy i SNy n#ild to th&offized S
YEYSa FNRY (GKS 3INZRdzLIA 3 0 adPectly, some
dropped in the lock
St. Michael, the Archangel, boxes at the offices, and online donations are
' flowing as well! You are helping us keep our heads
Defend Us In ' afoVE water in these trying times. God bless you.
Mi c hael Fritz PPN voox oA 4 - =
Tyl or Grant Whietver Cottade %l AEI 91 OO0 %ll AE
Matt hew McCadolesasn Cott adwehave been using every avenue available to us to
Ji mmy Adley Nicholas Cot t]g&$ouinformedof“news.” Our census program has
g;’ Z f’] g Io In gg 3 g gh g f |h ﬁ 1 MiKg Iq g r the capability to collectively email. That means that
each household that has listed their email with us
would receive news in a matter of seconds. Easy, right?
+ Rest In Peace + Yes, except for the fact that we do not have every
. o ) ) household’s email address. We ask you to send us your
Dorothy Kulikowski, wife of Thomas Kulikowski | | email. It will not be used for any other purpose than
Mary Ann Malecky, mother of Mitch Malecky parish communication. A collective email would also
Our sympathy and prayers to the be far more economical than a paper mailing. Please
Kulikowski and Malecky Families. take a few minutes and add your email.
May Dorothy and MarieQ souls and L
the souls of all of our faithful departed rest in peace. . §t.A](.).hn\lJAar1~Sh\10r~1e{'S,~S(3\ndtq:" v o ol A N
OOET ET AEOOAEaUT T 1 ET|OAC
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As a Church community, let us pray for the youth in our parishes,
especially for those preparing to make their Sacraments

Prayer for First Communicants

Lord Jesus,
Bless the children coming forward to
receive
Holy Communion for the first time.
May this day be an initial step into a life-
long love
of the Eucharist. Give them a hunger for
this sacred food so
that they turn to You for comfort,
guidance, and wisdom
as they grow in full discipleship. Thank
you for their

innocence and goodness. May they grow
in Christian maturity and,
by the power of the Holy

Spirit, becoq
witnesses in the world,
spreading and defending

the faith.
Amen.

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates

Holy Trinity,
guide and protect the candidates
as they prepare to celebrate the

Sacrament of Confirmation.
Help them to discern
Godos will in thei
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
wisdom,
knowledge,
right judgment,
courage,
understanding,
reverence,
wonder
and awe,
m® endphwel them ® s
serve God as a
true disciple
through Your grace and
in Your love.
Amen,

r

pzd
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What Happens Next?
1 have been asked a number of times by parishioners
| when are we going to be able to come to church
| again? A good question which 1 have no answer
or. Being the pastor doesn't give me any inside
information which the Bishop and the governor have
control over. So we wait to see what the answer may be
forus in our state and county. In the meantime we can take advantage of the live-streaming of the various
celebrations of the Mass and religious services. And yes, it is not quite the same experience as being there. Just
today, Tuesday the z1st , 1was able to view the live-stream of a Funeral Mass for one of our Capuchin friars
living in Pittsburgh who recently passed away, Fr. Vernon Bush. The reason it was live-streamed was because the
only ones able to attend were the men living in the friary in Pittsburgh. Thiswas a first for me and other friars
since we customarily attend the funerals of our Capuchin brothers if at all possible. And asyou might guess
this was because of the shut-down due to the virus. 1noticed while attentive to the Mass it was very easy to be
distracted by my surroundings--my room and all that 1 might want to do as1 followed the celebration on the
internet. This got me to thinking how is it 1 wonder for those who are live-streaming religious services in their
homes on a regular basis? Can we grow comfortable with this experience of eligious services that we might
question our desire to physically attend Mass and services once this shut-down is lifted? While we cannot
physically share in the Eucharist itself because the Eucharist cannot be live-streamed we might be tempted to
conclude that the live-streaming is pretty nice and 1 don't have to get all dressed up..
1 present this question in the context of What Happens Next with each one of us? Howwill 1 respond once life
returns to some basic degree of normal?
While we ponder this issue please know that you are in the prayers of the friars. This world wide health
situation challenges us in ways that we may have never been challenged before. And we continue to hold fast to
the truth that the Lord has not abandon us. Owr parish offices do function on a very limited basis sowe can
respond to parishioners needs and parish business. When the reception of the Sacraments of First Eucharist
and Confirmation will occur has not been determined. The celebration of weddings is being addressed on an
individual basis given the fact that we don't know when they will be permitted to occur. Again you can keep up
to date on what is happening in the parish and the diocese by going to the bulletin and the web-site at
stgjimeatholic.org. 1thank all for their prayers and concern as we move forward in this time of COVID19.
Stay safe and let us keep one another in prayer.

Peace, Fr: Ward and all at the Friary in Herman.


https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul

Page 8 St. John, St. Joseph, & St. Mary of the Assumption

¢tKS 52y W88 IAYy GKS

Once upon a time, there was a donkey. It was a stupid, stubborn, old donkey- even the
farmer who owned it didn@ like it. One day the farmer heard in the distance the loud,
distinctive Geye-ore, eye-ore€ of the donkey. He looked all over his property until at last he
& found the animal at the bottom of an abandoned well. Exasperated, the farmer asked each
of his neighbors to bring over a shovel. He@ had enough of the stupid donkey, so he
decided to bury it in the well (You can insert an eye roll here). His friends came over and together they started to
shovel dirt into the well. At first, the donkey protested loudly, braying with all of his might, but stopped after awhile.

The farmers kept shoveling. A few shovel loads later the farmer looked into the well and was astonished at what he
saw. Instead of being buried in the dirt, the donkey would shake it off and take a step up; shake it off and take a step
up. And so, the farmersCmission went from burying the donkey to saving him. They shoveled more and more dirt into
the abandoned well until the donkey shook off the dirt one last time and stepped up—right out of the well-
victorious! Upon his release, the farmers dropped their shovels and applauded the old, stubborn beast with a
newfound admiration.

There are times in life when we could be that donkey. Has life ever thrown dirt on you? Maybe youQe gotten so
deep in debt that you feel you will never be free. Perhaps youQe experienced the desperation of being unemployed, or
maybe youQe just been dumped on emotionally far too often. Maybe you are facing health issues, empty-nest
syndrome, or losing the Gstay-young-foreveré€ battle. Right now, as a nation we are dealing with COVID-19 which has us
all at bay, wondering when normal will return to our lives. Whatever the case, all of us have had the experience of the
donkey.

What can we do with the dirt that comes our way? We can complain about it or we can decide to stay calm. ThatQ
where our faith comes in, providing us with strength. We can choose to shake off the dirt that is supposed to bury us
and instead use it as a foundation to lift us out of the hole we@e in.

The Apostle Paul reminds us of this secret, writing from his own owell,£ a jail cell in Philippi: & know indeed how to
live in humble circumstances; | know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things | have
learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need. | have the
strength for everything through him who empowers me.€ (Philippians 4:12-13)

If today, you®e struggling in a hole, whether it be of your own making or one you just happened to fall into, stop
thrashing and braying and start building a foundation that will enable you to shake it off and step up. This story of the
donkey in the well and its message is timeless. (As far as the farmer goes, | would vote that he is the real ddonkeyé€ in

the story. What do you think?)

THANK
YOU!

to our everyday

ESSENTIAL
WORKERS



https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul
http://www.thechuckchapman.com/2012/06/18/the-donkey-and-the-well-a-rescue-story/#
http://www.thechuckchapman.com/2012/06/18/the-donkey-and-the-well-a-rescue-story/#
http://www.thechuckchapman.com/2012/06/18/the-donkey-and-the-well-a-rescue-story/

HEALTH & WELLNESS

3 EASY STEPS
To Keeping Yourself & Others Healthy!

We are cautioned to be especially careful during the Coronavirus outbreak
Here are some simple ways to keep sickness away.

v @ i

Wash Your Hands
Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds using soap and water. If you can't wash
your hands, use hand sanitizer freguently.

Don’t Touch Your Face
Especially around the eyes, nose and mouth, If you must sneeze, use a tissue or
your arm.

Keep Your Distance

Practice social distancing during this epidemic and stay away from large groups.
Instead, call, email or check up on family and friends using social media.
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LIVING,

HE LOVED ME.

DYING,

HE SAVED ME.
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And it happened
that, while [Jesus]
was with them
at table, he took
bread, said the
blessing, broke
it, and gave it to
them. With that
their eyes were
opened and they
recognized him,
but he vanished
from their sight.

- Lk 24:30-3]
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ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Compassionate and Loving Father,

In the face of confusion and concern
impart to us the calm of Your presence.

In You allow us to find hope and healing.

Be with those who serve the sick and
give them Your caring hands.

Be with those who lead and give them
Your spirit of wisdom.

Be with those who have fallen ill and
give them Your comforting heart.

Wrap Your arms around our world
and hold us in Your love.

Allow us at this time of trial to then
serve as instruments of that love
to all we meet.

We ask this in Your Name.
Amen
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