
 

Saint Francis of  Assisi   
St. John        St. Joseph        St. Mary 

    March 28, 2021 



Saint Francis of Assisi Parish Staff  & Contacts                        

 Website: saintfrancisparish.net  
Administrative Officeτ315 Stoney Hollow Rd., Cabot, PA 16023 

Office Phone: 724-352-2149  Extensions listed below 

Pastor: Fr. Matthew McClain Ext. 203  Email: mmcclain@diopitt.org 

Senior Parochial Vicars:  

Fr. James Kurtz, OFM, Cap.  Ext. 202    Email:  frjim@saintfrancisparish.net 

Emergencies: 412-421-3962 

Fr. Ward Stakem, OFM, Cap.  Ext.  201  Email:  frward@saintfrancisparish.net 

Emergencies: 724-777-9432  

Fr. Louis Pascazi    Ext. 210  Email:  frlou@saintclareparish.com 

Staff Members 

Karyn Roenigk  Business Manager, Safe Environment Coordinator    Ext. 204 

 Email: karyn@saintfrancisparish.net  Fax : 724-352-7174  

Linda Green  Parish Calendar & Sacramental Coordinator, Payroll Administrator Ext. 220 

 Email: linda@saintfrancisparish.net   Fax: 724-285-4715 

Jennifer Stahoviak  Bulletin Editor, Mass Intention Scheduler      Ext. 216 

 Email: jenn@saintfrancisparish.net   Fax: 724-287-3550                                                                            
 

Music Directors 

Steven Yealy  Email: steven@saintfrancisparish.net 

Gerard Conroy Email: gerard@saintfrancisparish.net  

Carol Michel  Email: michel317@zoominternet.net 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CŀƛǘƘ CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ                      

Debi Gross- Catechetical Administrator  - CFF Main Office      Ext. 206    Email: debi@saintfrancisparish.net  

Laura Eakman- CFF Program Assistant - CFF St. John Site     Ext. 217    Email: laura@saintfrancisparish.net  

Adult Faith Formation 

Angela Robb  Ext. 208   Email: angela@saintfrancisparish.net  

Preschool Coordinators      

St. Joseph Amy Majersky  Ext. 209 St. Mary Amy Pettinato  Ext. 221 

Sacraments 

Baptism - Instruction is required for first time parents. Call the office for details and scheduling. 

Marriage - Please contact the office, arrangements must be made 6 months prior to the wedding date.  

Confessions held on Saturdays,     St. Mary- 11am-12pm and  St. Joseph-12pm-1pm  

   St. John the Evangelist 

     668 Clearfield Road 

      Fenelton, PA 16034 

St. Joseph 

315 Stoney Hollow Road  

Cabot, PA 16023        

St. Mary of the Assumption           

821 Herman Road 

         Butler, PA 16002  





 

Saturday 

March 27 

4:00 PM St. Mary Dale Karenbauer Marge & Deb 

5:30 PM St. Joseph Rose Marie Snyder Family 

 

Sunday 

March 28 

Palm Sunday  

of the  

Passion of the Lord 

8:00 AM St. Joseph Parishioners of Saint Francis of Assisi  

8:30 AM St. John Irene McLafferty Family 

10:00 AM St. Mary Alice Spinneweber George Spinneweber 

11:00 AM St. Joseph Victoria Raub Lisa Raub 

Monday, March 29 8:00 AM St. Mary Michael Schnur Family 

Tuesday, March 30 8:00 AM St. John WŀƳŜǎ ά/ƻŎƪȅέ /ƻȅƭŜ Shane & Betty Hohn 

Wednesday, March 31  
 

9:00 AM St. Joseph Anna Louise Giobbi Michael & Shelley Giobbi 

Thursday, April 1 
Holy Thursday 

7:00 PM St. Mary Rodney Scott Wife & Family 

Saturday, April 3 

Holy Saturday 

8:30 PM St. Joseph Carrie Smith Denny & Patti Geary 

 

Easter 

Sunday 

 

April 4 

8:00 AM St. Joseph Marilyn Hilderbrand Family 

8:30 AM St. John Joe Snyder The Stahoviaks 

10:00 AM St. Mary Victor Carbin Wife & Family 

11:00 AM St. Joseph Catherine Swartzlander Family 

      Date             Time            Location                 Intention                              Offered By 

 



This weekõs Blessed Mother candle at St. John is  

In Memory of Wil Widenhofer 

 by Don & Josi Nebel  
 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin 

Mary, that never was it known that 

anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy 

help, or sought thy intercession was left unaided. 

Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O 

Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do I come; 

before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother 

of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, 

but in thy mercy hear and answer me.         

     Amen  

Please remember in your prayers the sick, suffering, and homebound of our parish community, especially  
those listed below from our parish grouping. 

Robert Rakarich 
Rose Hinch 
Marge Karenbauer 
Mary Lou Beilstein  
Jacob Robb 
Gregory Robb  
Bernice Durand 
Elaine Lydon 
Marge Steinhiser  
John Lorenz 

Kathy Miller 
Joe Krall 
Lois Davanzati 
Elizabeth Rakarich 
Evelyn MacDonald 
Jeannie White 
Agnes Widenhofer 
John Prokopchak  
Dick Leroy                      
Carol Rowley 

Dan Jonczak Jr. 
Judy Convery 
Nicholas Miller             
Mary Carbin   
Jim Edwards 
C.J. Kriley  
Loretta Schnur  
Janet Biscetlia 
Fr. Victor Kriley, OFM, Cap.  
Fr. Gary Stakem, OFM, Cap 

Pray for all members of our armed forces, especially those from our parish families. 

Please call  or email Jenn to add or remove names from the grouping prayer lists. 

Gabre Knoch 
Kyle Campbell 
Michael Fritz 

Tylor Grant White 
Matthew McCandless 
Jimmy Adley 

Russell Bauer             
Brandon Bauer 
Jordan Cottage 

Nicholas Cottage 
Stephen Konyha 
Dustin Michel 

 Please continue to sign up for weekend Masses, the link 

is on the main page of our website, 

www.saintfrancisparish.net. Or go directly to  https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D4DA9AF29A7FF2-

april . We ask that you please sign up by Thursday. 

If you do not have internet access, please call the office 

ōȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ aŀǎǎΦ 

This weekõs Sacred Heart candle at St. John is     

In Memory of  Terry Collins  

 by Don & Josi Nebel  
O most holy Heart of Jesus, fountain of every 
blessing, I adore you, I love you and will a lively 
sorrow for my sins. I offer you this poor heart of 
mine. Make me humble, patient, pure, and 
wholly obedient to your will. Grant, good Jesus, that I may 
live in you and for you. Protect me in the midst of danger; 
comfort me in my afflictions; give me health of body, 
assistance in my temporal needs, your blessings on all that I 
do, and the grace of a holy death. Within your heart I place 
my every care. In every need let me come to you with 
humble trust saying, Heart of Jesus, help me. 
Amen.  

A reminder, that no member of our 

clergy or staff  will ever text or email 

asking you to do them a favor, or to 

send money or gift cards.  Please do 

not respond to these types of messages.  Thank you. 

Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the Pontifical 
Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the Holy 
Land. The envelope for this collection can be put in the col-
lection at any of our parish locations during Holy Week. A 
Prayer card from the Franciscan Monastery is available to 
pick up  at all 3 locations. Thank you for your generosity. 



Our St. Josephs Council of the Knights of Columbus is 
seeking new members from our Parish Family. The 
Knights of Columbus is an international order of Catholic 
men who are called to lead with faith, protect our fami-
lies, serve with others and defend our Catholic values in 
a changing world. If you are a man over the age of 18 
and would like to join, simply go to KOFC.ORG/JOIN and 
enter our Council # 11388, or simply ask any of our 
Council member Knights. Join today through June 30th 
and receive FREE membership for a year ( $30 Value ) by 
using the discount code MCGIVNEY 2020 ( all caps ), due 
to the Beatification of our founder Blessed Father Mi-
chael J. McGivney. Prayerfully consider joining our over 
100 member Knights of Columbus Council. Vivat Jesus, 
and by the way, Fr. Ward, Fr. Jim, and        
Fr. Lester are all K of C members!!!! 

Grand Knight- Rick Hoffman -724-285-8513                             
Deputy Grand Knight ς Paul Collins 

All registers from the three former parishes will be 

retained at the Diocese of Pittsburgh Archives & Records 

Center. If you need proof of a sacrament for 

any reason, you will need to contact the 

Archives & Records Center directly. 

Sacramental Record Request Forms can be 

printed from the website diopitt.org/sacramental-record

-request or call 412-456-3158. 

DO YOU KNOW A SICK CHILD? 

Please consider a gift of comfort and love with                                                              
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ tǊŀȅŜǊ .ƭŀƴƪŜǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎΦ                                                                              
We have several to choose from including                               
beautiful soft and cuddly crocheted blankets                                                       
for boys and girls.  They are kept in the lower                                           
floor of the Church House at St. Josephs.   The blankets are 
blessed, and the recipients are lifted in prayer every week by 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦΦΦΦΦ 

If you need any information, please call Karyn at 724.352.2149  
ext. 204, or Suzanne Ekas, 724.360.0027 

     Our new parish, Saint Francis of Assisi,  

  continues to support those in need  

  through our St. Vincent de Paul fund. You 

can make a donation to this fund anytime by dropping it 

in the collection with a note designating it for St. Vincent 

de Paul. Also, there is a St. Vincent de Paul collection box 

located in St. John church. Every donation isused to help 

those in need in our parish and community. 

Scheduling Mass Intentions 
All Mass intentions for St. Francis of Assisi (St. John, St. 

Joseph and St. Mary locations) will be scheduled through 

Jenn at the St. John location. You can contact Jenn by 

phone or email to schedule your request. The stipend for 

each Mass is $10. Please send your check made payable 

to Saint Francis of Assisi, indicate the date and intention 

in the check memo line and mail to 315 Stoney Hollow 

Road, Cabot 16023. Thank you! 

Please Make ALL Checks now Payable To 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish 
Thank you! 

Please note that ALL Church offices 

will be closed in observance of Easter 

from Holy Thursday, April 2nd through 

Monday, April 5th. Normal office 

hours resume Tuesday, April 6th.  

Steven is looking for any cantors or instrumentalists 

interested in playing for 

Mass at the St. John 

location, especially for 

Easter. Any skill level is fine! 

If you are interested in 

joining Steven to play for 

Mass, please contact him at 717-451-2082. 

Members from all three locations of our newly formed 
parish,  Saint Francis of Assisi, have joined together to 
create our first united fundraiser, a Calendar Raffle.  
Calendar Raffle tickets are $25  and are available at the 
Church Offices and after Masses the weekend of April 11. 
The raffle will begin on July 1 and run through December 
31, 2021. The winning number is based on the PA Daily 
Pick 3-- 7:00 PM drawing.  Please help support Our 
Parish, Saint Francis of Assisi,  with this new Fundraiser! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox19.com%2Fstory%2F1009206%2Ffood-from-the-heart-2013&psig=AOvVaw3Oc6crCe29abr88AN1WcJR&ust=1586300184501000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODkpvHy1OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CŀƛǘƘ  

Formation 

 Communication  

Corner 

March 28-  
CFF/CGS II Group A  
9:15-10:45 AM (St. Joseph) 
CFF 9:45-11:00 AM (St. John) 
CGS II Group C 6-7:30PM 

Edge 6-7 PM (St. Joseph) 

April 4-   

 

 

April 11-  

CFF/CGS II Group A 9:15-10:45 AM  

(St. Joseph) 

CFF 9:45-11:00 AM (St. John) 

CGS II Group C 6-7:30PM (St. Joseph) 

Edge 6-7 PM (St. Joseph) 

April 17-  

Confirmation Retreat 11:30AM (St. Joseph Hall) 

April 18-  

CGS Group B 9:15-10:45 AM (St. Joseph) 

CFF 9:45-11:00 AM (St. John) 

April 24-  

Jesus Day/First Eucharist Practice  

(First Eucharist Class) 9AM (St. Joseph Hall) 

April 25-   

CFF/CGS II Group A 9:15-10:45 AM (St. Joseph) 

CFF 9:45-11:00 AM (St. John) 

CGS II Group C 6-7:30PM (St. Joseph) 

Edge 6-7 PM (St. Joseph) 
 

April 25, 2021 is our last scheduled CFF/Edge       

Sessions for the year. 

Please be looking for information about our Fall 

CFF/Edge Sessions in the bulletin and on our  

website - saintfrancisparish.net 

Blessings for a safe and healthy summer! 
See you in church!! 

Good Friday, April 2 

aŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ - 7:00 pm St. Mary 

Silent Adoration until 11:00 pm  

                                                                                                 

 

The Passion of the Lord - 1:30 pm St. John 

Stations of the Cross -                                                          

6:30 pm St. Joseph & 7:00 pm St. Mary 

 

 

Blessing of Easter Foods - 12:00 pm St. Joseph 

Easter Vigil Mass - 8:30 pm St. Joseph 

 

 

8:00 am - St. Joseph 

8:30 am - St. John 

10:00 am - St. Mary 

11:00 am - St. Joseph 

Holy Thursday, April 1 

Holy Saturday, April 3 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

Holy Thursday, April 1 

Please visit the April sign up page to register 

for any of the Holy Week services. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/8050D4DA9AF29A7FF2-april  

The foods we eat at Easter are blessed to commemorate His dynamic act of salvation, His Passion, 
Death, and Resurrection.  We eat these blessed foods to break our Lenten fast so that we might joy-
Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ƛǎ ǊƛǎŜƴΣ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ōŜǎǘƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
priest who is configured to Him. hŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻƳō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ ƛƴ 
which an image of Jesus recumbent awaiting the moment of the glory of His rising 
again.  It is custom after the blessing of the food to go to the tomb with great solemnity 

to meditate on the love that caused the Lord Jesus to suffer death for our salvation.  It is also a time to 
pray all of the deceased members of our families and all of the souls in Purgatory.   With the joy of the 
Resurrection filling our hearts, we remember with gratitude all of the gifts that God has given us.  To 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǊŜŀŘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ²ŀƭǘŜǊǎƘŜƛŘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ  ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκŘƛƻǇƛǘǘΦƻǊƎκƴŜǿǎκōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ-of-easter-foods 



The new, online version of 
the Pittsburgh Catholic 

can be found at                               
www.diopitt.org  

HOPE AND HEALING ARE POSSIBLE!!! 
For those struggling with addiction or substance abuse, for their 
families and for those who have lost loved ones to the disease of 

addiction and overdose.  We come together in prayer!  PLEASE 
JOIN US FOR ROSARY AND SPECIAL INTERCESSIONS           

TUESDAY:   March 30th ;  7-8pm 

²I9w9Υ !..!Ω{ Ih¦{9Σ онл ²Φ a!Lb {¢ΦΣ {!·hb.¦wD 
****CDC recommends wearing a mask**** 

Out of the depths I call to you, Lord; Lord, hear my cry!         

                                                   ςPsalm 130:1 
Questions: patomaszewski@zoominternet.net 

The fish fry at St. Mary 

on March 19th sold   

1,085 dinners! Much 

gratitude to all who 

have helped out in any way and to all the faithful 

patrons who came out to support this great 

annual event.  

First Eucharist 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish has 21 children preparing to 

make their First Eucharist on the first 2 weekends in May. 

Let us remember them in prayer as they prepare to 

join their parish family at the Lordôs table. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus, Bless the children coming forward to receive                       
Holy Communion for the first time. 

May this day be an initial step into a life- long love of the 
Eucharist. Give them a hunger for this sacred food so that they 
turn to You for comfort, guidance, and wisdom as they grow in 
full discipleship.  Thank you for their innocence and goodness. 
May they grow in Christian maturity and, by the power of the             
(ÚÕë 5ÛÑßÑâ   ÉÌÊÚÖÌ #ÐßÑáâ á èÑâØÌááÌá ÑØ âÐÌ èÚßÕË   

spreading and defending the faith. 

Amen. 

Confirmation  

St. Francis of Assisi Parish has 18 youth who are      
preparing to celebrate their Confirmation on           

May 13 and May 20, 2021. 
Let us pray for them as they continue to prepare for 

this Sacrament. 
 
 
 

Holy Trinity, guide and protect the candidates as they 
prepare to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation.  
(ÌÕÛ âÐÌÖ âÚ ËÑáÊÌßØ 'ÚË á èÑÕÕ ÑØ âÐÌÑß ÕÑÍÌ ÈØË ÍÑÕÕ 
them with the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (wisdom, 
knowledge, right judgment, courage, understanding,  
reverence, wonder and awe) to empower them to serve 

God as a true disciple through                                                
Your grace and in Your love. 

Amen. 

Easter Meal Almsgiving Collection 

for Catholic Charities of Butler 

Today is the final day to drop off any last 

minute food donations for  the Easter 

meal boxes! Many thanks to all of those who have 

already donated so generously. 

Drop off bins are in back of St. Joseph, St. Mary and at 

CFF at St. Joseph.   

Any questions or If interested in volunteering to help 

contact Cil -724-352-2149 ext.205 

cecilia@saintfrancisparish.net.   

If you or someone you know could use a meal box, please  

contact your church office to let us know.   

First Reconciliation  

Congratulations to all the children who made 

their First Reconciliation this month. 
 

May they continue to celebrate and 

embrace the healing power of      

Godôs forgiveness. 

mailto:cecilia@saintfrancisparish.net


CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH                                                                                                                                                  
Lƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ 
St. Joseph, we are offering an opportunity to participate 
in a consecration to him.  What does it mean to conse-
crate yourself to St .Joseph? In its most basic sense, it 

means that you acknowledge him as your spiritual father 
and that you want to be like him. In return, St .Joseph will 
provide his undivided attention, protection and guidance. 
¦ǎƛƴƎ CǊΦ 5ƻƴ /ŀƭƭƻǿŀȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ά/ƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ǘΦ Wƻπ
ǎŜǇƘΥ  ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ CŀǘƘŜǊΣέ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ 
this 33 day program the week after Easter. There are sev-
eral ways that you can participate. You may join with the 
Bible Buddies on Wednesdays (Apr. 7th) or the Faithful 
Friends on Thursdays (Apr. 8th) from 10am to 12pm in 

the café, or you may work on the program on your own. 
In addition, if there is enough interest,  another in person 
session or a Zoom meeting may be scheduled. Participa-
tion in the Consecration requires that you purchase Fr. 
/ŀƭƭƻǿŀȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /ƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
determined in accord with our completion date in the 
middle of May. For information regarding the program 
itself go to https://www.consecrationtostjoseph.org/

introduction.html. To register for the Consecration con-
tact Angela Robb at angela@saintfrancisparish.net. 

Each year the Diocese recognizes the crowning achievement of 

those couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary with 

ŀ aŀǎǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜŘ ōȅ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ½ǳōƛƪ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΣ Ŧƻƭπ

lowed by a cookie reception. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 

2020 Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass has been postponed to 

April 18, 2021 at 2:30 pm at St. Paul Cathedral. Bishop Zubik will 

celebrate the Mass. Masks must be work and safe social dis-

tancing practices will be followed. The deadline for reservations 

is March 30. Couples can RSVP by contacting the parish office 

and giving the following information: 

  *    Husband's name 

  *    Wife's name (including maiden name) 

  *    /ƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

A second Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass for those with 

2021 anniversaries will be held on October 10, 2021. RSVPs for 

the October 10 Mass are due on September 1. 

Novena Prayer to St. Joseph 

 

O Glorious St. Joseph, 

Faithful follower of Jesus Christ, 

to thee do we raise our hearts and hands, 

to implore thy powerful intercession 

in obtaining from the benign Heart of Jesus 

 all the helps and graces necessary for 

our spiritual and temporal welfare, 

particularly the grace of a happy death, 

and the special favors we now implore 

(State your intentions) 

O Guardian of the Word Incarnate, 

we have confidence that thy prayers on our behalf 

will be graciously heard before the throne of God. Amen. 

 

O Glorious St Joseph! 

through thy love for Jesus Christ 

and for the glory of His Name, 

hear our prayers and obtain our petitions! 

 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist us!  

Medjugorje Pilgrimage 

Spiritual Director:  Fr. Dan Waruszewski 

June 30 - July 10, 2021 

40th Anniversary Pilgrimage to Medjugorje.  Price of $2,795 
includes: round-trip air from Pittsburgh; all transfers in motor 
coach; breakfast and dinner in  Hotel Villa Grace in Med-
jugorje;  all applicable taxes and English speaking guide. De-
posit of $500 due before April 10, 2021. For additional infor-
mation, please contact Bernadette 412-563-3857 / 
email: marystravel2@gmail.com  

The doors of St. John will be back home again soon! 

The  restoration of the hardware is complete and the 

doors are nearly finished. The doors will hopefully be 

reinstalled in the next few weeks. 

Many thanks to 

Steven Yealy 

for using his 

time and talent 

to refinish the 

door frame  

and transom!  

mailto:marystravel2@gmail.com


The liturgies during Holy Week are unique and rich in symbolism.      

It was during the fourth century in Jerusalem that Christians first 

starting using palm branches in commemoration of Jesus' entrance 

into Jerusalem. Palm Sunday is also known as Passion Sunday, 

because we hear an account of the passion of Jesus Christ during the 

liturgy. Today, we rejoice not just for what he has done for us but also 

for what he has done for all of creation. 

 

The Holy Thursday Mass follows the rhythm of the ancient Last Supper. 

The presider washes the feet of members of the congregation, like Jesus 

washed the feet of the disciples. After Mass, all remaining hosts are 

taken to an altar of repose, where adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

occurs late into the night. 

Parishioners can remain like the 

disciples in Gethsemane, asked to 

ñwatch and pray.ò 

 

On Good Friday, we celebrate another special 

liturgical service. Following the Liturgy of the 

Word, there is a communal reverencing of the 

cross. The intercessions are solemn and 

include prayers for many different groups of 

people, reminding us that Jesusô passion is for 

the whole world. There is no Liturgy of the 

Eucharist. Hosts consecrated on Holy 

Thursday are distributed, after which the 

tabernacle is empty. The tabernacle remains empty through Holy Saturday ð just as Jesus 

departed from this earthly world in death ð and we wait in hope for Easter Sunday! 

 

The Stillness of Holy Saturday, between death and life, time holds its 

breath. For the first disciples, Holy Saturday was a day of silence, 

sorrow, and waiting. But redemption is already beginning! Jesus 

descends to the dead and frees righteous souls awaiting eternal life. 

On our own Holy Saturdays, we too wait in silence. But it is not the 

silence of disappointment and confusion. It is the silence of 

anticipation. Soon and very soon, dawn will alight on the horizon, 

and the stone will be rolled back. Until then, we wait in stillness. 




