B-1 First Reading- Genesis 1:26-28, 31a
A reading from the Book of Genesis

Then God said:
“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
the birds of the air, and the cattle,
and over all the wild animals
and all the creatures that crawl on the ground.”
God created man in his image;
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, saying:
“Be fertile and multiply;
fill the earth and subdue it.
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,
and all the living things that move on the earth.”
God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good.
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Commentary
The Bible’s first book, Genesis, contains not one, but two episodes of creation. They offer differing details, and
each contains unique riches. In this offering from the first chapter, human life is the crowning jewel of all
cosmic things, made on the sixth day after the earth, sky, water, plants, and animals. Male and female are
created at the same time and bear God’s Triune image (v. 26, “Let us make man…”). Made in the image of the
creating God, men and women are to participate with God to bring about more life (vs. 28 “be fertile and
multiply”). Yet this gift of giving life is intertwined with the gift of prudent stewardship. In this first creation
story, God creates out of chaos by ordering it properly. Spouses are called to do the same. Filling the earth with
life comes with the responsibility to subdue it (vs. 28), or discipline, calm, and cultivate it. This applies
foremost though not exclusively to children, and then towards all life on earth. Peace in societies today begins
with spouses participating in God’s desire of ordered harmony among all living things.
This text is used every year to begin the Easter Vigil. It is an elaborate nighttime feast celebrating powerful
change and new spiritual life for those who are initiated into the Church. At a wedding, this reading signals the
new realities and spiritual life that flow from marriage. New life, seen and unseen, will abound for married
couples who view their relationship as a mirror of God’s ongoing act of creation.

