D-3 Second Reading- Romans 15:1b-3a, 5-7, 13

“Welcome one another as Christ welcomed you.”

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:
We ought to put up with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves;
let each of us please our neighbor for the good,
for building up.
For Christ did not please himself.
May the God of endurance and encouragement
grant you to think in harmony with one another,
in keeping with Christ Jesus,
that with one accord you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you,
for the glory of God.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord. R. Thanks be to God

D-3 Second Reading- Romans 15:1b-3a, 5-7, 13

“Welcome one another as Christ welcomed you.”

Commentary
This reading emphasizes St. Paul’s strong hope that the Christian community in Rome might live in harmony.
With different people in our global society today, we hear much about living peacefully with all. We use
phrases like, “we agree to disagree;” “we respect one another;” or “we tolerate the things we don’t like.” Some
married couples find that these phrases can balance the differences in their relationship. However, St. Paul calls
for a particular expression of harmony, based on an imitating of Christ.
This reading will clearly remind both bride and groom that the success of their marriage will come when they
lose track of their own selves and focus their energies on their spouse. Efforts that are made for the good of the
other will build up the marriage. Christ has accepted and even welcomed us with all our shortcomings and
faults. The loving couple will seek to allow their love to go beyond themselves to friends, family, and even
strangers. Couples with convictions about improving their society and faith community will want to consider
this reading. Younger couples looking forward to long years of marriage will also appreciate the prayer for
endurance, encouragement, joy, and peace.

