D-4 Second Reading- 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20
A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers and sisters:
The body is not for immorality, but for the Lord,
And the Lord is for the body;
God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
Avoid immorality.
Every other sin a person commits is outside the body,
but the immoral person sins against his own body.
Do you not know that your body
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,
whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
For you have been purchased at a price.
Therefore glorify God in your body.

The Word of the Lord. R. Thanks be to God
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Commentary
The apostle Paul writes some of his most extensive thoughts to the Corinthians. In these letters he responds to
various problems occurring in Corinth. Some are not all that different from society today, including marital
obligations and sexual immorality. When this reading is proclaimed before an assembly gathered for a wedding,
all will know the immorality referenced in the opening phrase is sexual in nature. When read at the wedding,
this reading does not have to be dour or come across as a finger shaking. Rather it upholds the supernatural
beauty hidden in the human body.
This scripture passage supports the Catholic teaching of abstaining from sexual intercourse until marriage,
precisely because of the dignity given to each individual human body. Sexual relations affect both the
individual and collective Christian body–the community. Just as bodily actions can cause harm to others and
tear down God’s kingdom, so too can they be used to glorify God (vs. 20). Paul states that the body is to be
conformed to the Lord. He refers to the Risen Lord (vs. 14) because the resurrected body of Jesus is radiant and
glorifies God – an image of what our bodies can be. Furthermore, our bodies are a fitting place for the Holy
Spirit (vs. 19). When viewed as holding the potential to glorify God, couples might grow to see their sexual
intimacy as a sign of the sacred.

