D-9 Second Reading- Hebrews 13:1-4a, 5-6b
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Hebrews

Brothers and sisters:
Let mutual love continue.
Do not neglect hospitality,
for through it some have unknowingly entertained angels.
Be mindful of prisoners as if sharing their imprisonment,
and of the ill-treated as of yourselves,
for you also are in the body.
Let marriage be honored among all
and the marriage bed be kept undefiled.
Let your life be free from love of money
but be content with what you have,
for he has said, I will never forsake you or abandon you.
Thus we may say with confidence:
The Lord is my helper,
and I will not be afraid.

The Word of the Lord. R. Thanks be to God
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Commentary
In marriage preparation an often cited phrase is that it takes three to make the marriage successful: the husband,
the wife, and God. This short passage speaks to the ways that God can be interwoven with the life of the couple.
Generous hospitality can lead to encounters with divine realities. Sharing in the sufferings and hardships of
others is a virtue. Loving God and loving one another should clearly take a greater priority than preoccupations
with money. These short examples illustrate how the Lord lovingly sustains with us.
Couples who have had struggles in their lives might be drawn to this passage. Those who resist the societal
expectations of an extravagant wedding celebration and those who do not have abundant financial resources
will find themselves at home with this passage. In place of household gifts for the couple, some are directing
guests to make contributions to charitable organizations. This passage certainly reinforces that social
consciousness. Those who have seen the Lord with them in their need in the past might use this passage as a
proclamation of faith that they trust in God’s presence with them as they embark upon their married life.

