F-8 Gospel: John 15:9-12
 A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus said to his disciples:
“As the Father loves me, so I also love you.
Remain in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love,
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
and remain in his love.
“I have told you this so that my joy might be in you
and your joy might be complete.
This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.”

The Gospel of the Lord. R./ Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

“Remain in my love.”

F-8 Gospel: John 15:9-12
Commentary

“Remain in my love.”

As family and friends gather for a wedding ceremony one can sense that the church and the environment is
oozing with love. There is great excitement and an overabundance of good will and joyful well wishes for the
couple. This passage from John’s gospel builds upon the love that is present as it urges the couple and the
community to remain in love.
This passage is part of some words of farewell from Jesus to his disciples. He expresses his love for them before
his return to the Father. The Father has loved the Son, who in turn loved the people. Now, the people are to keep
alive that love by imitating it in their communities. This kind of love is particular. It is the love expressed by the
Triune God. “As the Father loves me, so I love you” (v. 9). God the Father loves God the Son boundlessly,
without calculation, condition, or discussion, and absolutely freely. The love of the Father to the Son is a pure
expression of liberating selflessness.
Couples who are joyously in love, and see God as the source of that love will be attracted to this passage. This
love is not an emotion or a feeling which are always passing, but it is a permanent love that wells up from
within the fullness of one’s being. Following the command to love in the selfless ways of the Triune God leads
to lasting joy. As couples strive to retain and remain in love, they bring joy to God. Committed, mutual, married
love completes divine joy.

