Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Week 3 Lent Wednesday

Leader: (+) God come to my assistance.

All: Lord make haste to help me.

Leader: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit

All: As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen
Hymn

Oh Father, Whose Creating Hand

O Father, whose creating hand
Brings harvest from the fruitful land.
Your providence we gladly own,
And bring our hymns before your throne
To praise you for the living bread
On which our lives are daily fed.

O Lord, who in the desert fed
The hungry thousands in their need,
Where want and famine still abound

Let your relieving love be found,
And in your name we may supply
Your hungry children when they cry.

O Spirit, your revealing light
Has led our questing souls aright;
Source of our science, you have taught
The marvels human minds have wrought,
So that the barren deserts yield
The bounty by your love revealed.

PSALMODY
Ant. 1 Leader: Those who sow in tears will reap in joy.
Psalm 126

Side A: When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, on our lips there were songs.

Side B: The heathens themselves said: What marvels the Lord worked for
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them!" What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were glad.

Side A: Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they reap.

Side B: They go out, they go out, full of tears, carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back, full of song, carrying their sheaves.

Side A: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit

Side B: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
Ant. 1 AIl: Those who sow in tears will reap in joy.

Ant.2 Leader: May the Lord build our house and guard our city.

Psalm 127

Side A: If the Lord does not build the house, in vain do its builders labor;
if the Lord does not watch over the city, in vain does the watchman keep
vigil.

Side B: In vain is your earlier rising, your going later to rest, you who toil for the
bread you eat, when he pours gifts on his beloved while they slumber.

Side A: Truly sons are a gift from the Lord, a blessing, the fruit of the womb.
Indeed the sons of youth are like arrows in the hand of a warrior.

Side B: O the happiness of the man who has filled his quiver with these arrows!
He will have no cause for shame when he disputes with his foes in the
gateways.

Side A: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
Side B: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
Ant.2 All: May the Lord build our house and guard our city.

Ant. 3 Leader: He is the first-born of all creation; in every way the primacy is his.
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Colossians 1:12-20

Side A: Let us give thanks to the Father for having made you worthy to share the lot of
the saints in light.

Side B: He rescued us from the power of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of his beloved Son. Through him we have redemption, the
forgiveness of our sins.

Side A: He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creatures. In him
everything in heaven and on earth was created, things visible and invisible.

Side B: All were created through him; all were created for him. He is before all else
that is. In him everything continues in being.

Side A: Tt is he who is head of the body, the church! he who is the beginning, the first-
borm of the dead, so that primacy may be his in everything.

Side B: It pleased God to make absolute fullness reside in him and, by means of
him, to reconcile everything in his person, both on earth and in the
heavens, making peace through the blood of his cross.

Side A: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit

Side B: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

Ant.3 All: He is the first-born of all creation; in every way the primacy is his.
READING PHILIPPIANS 2:12B-15A

Work with anxious concern to achieve your salvation. It is God who, in his good will
toward you, begets in you any measure of desire or achievement. In everything you
do, act without grumbling or arguing; prove yourselves innocent and straightforward,
children of God without reproach.

RESPONSORY
Leader: To you, O Lord, I make my prayer for mercy.

All: To you, O Lord, I make my prayer for mercy
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