2O20 January 01
Mary, the Mother of God
Readings:
First: Numbers 6.22-27, “They shall put my name on the children of Israel.”(27)
Psalm: 67, “May God be gracious to us and bless us.”(1a)
Second: Galatians 4.4-7, “God sent his Son, born of a woman.”(4b)
Gospel: Luke 2.16-21, “After eight days he was named Jesus.”(21)

The Lord be Gracious to You!
From the Book of Numbers we have a great Blessing bestowed by God through his
chosen priests, Aaron and sons. This is a blessing, which all of us can have and give to
any one whom we choose. It could be to our children, to the spouses, to the elders or
even to a stranger. When we give a blessing with openness and wishing for the good of
the ones we bless, God’s blessing will reach them and in turn reach us also in a greater
measure. The beginning of a new year is a good time to impart this blessing.

Through this blessing to each other, we thank God for the gift of another year, also for
the many blessings he showered on us in the past year and all through our life. All these
blessings are the continuation of the great Blessing of giving us God’s only begotten Son
Jesus through Mary’s flesh. She is another gift to us as a mother and guide to lead us
and take us to Jesus and to the Father. This day we celebrate Mary, the mother of God.
This motherhood of Mary happened because the only begotten son of God, who as God
did not have a beginning and will have no end, decided to take a human birth through
Mary. Since he is, and was, and will be God forever, and since his human birth or better
Incarnation happened through Mary, she became the ‘Mother’ of God made man.
Through this Jesus, born of Mary, we have received adoption as sons and daughters of
God, which blessing Mary also shares with us. Since Jesus is the Son of God he is also our
brother as a human person and in and through him we also are children of Mary.
Jesus bestowed upon us this blessing of becoming the children of God and those of
Mary his mother. Let us enjoy that blessing and pray for her intercession to live the New
Year as true disciples of Jesus and worthy children of Mary and under the fatherly
patronage of St. Joseph the husband of Mary. Two days back we celebrate the feast of
this Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Let us be in their company and allow them
to be the welcome guests of our families to help us remain together as families and as
children of God
A HAPPY AND GREACE-FILLED NEW YEAR!

