2O20 May 10
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Readings:
First: Acts. 6.1-7, “They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit.” (5b)
Psalm 33, “Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him.” (18a)
Second: 1 Peter 2.4-9, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation….” (9a)
Gospel: John 14.1-12, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” (6a)

Parting to meet again
In today’s gospel Jesus is in his parting message. Parting disturbingly leads to sadness. It
was so also for Jesus, the Redeemer of the world and he knew it would be much more
difficult for his disciples. Hence he is in an endeavour to comfort and console them. As a
way out for their troubled heart Jesus gives the remedy of believing in him.

Then he goes on telling that this parting is only for a while. He meant here his going
away from the world after his Ascension. His comforting words include the purpose of
his going as to prepare mansions for them, come back, and finally take them home with
him. In the next step he instructs them that he himself is their destination, he himself
the truth they have to embrace, he himself the life they have to attain or to grow into,
and he alone is the way to this truth. The next clarification comes that he and the Father
are one. It means attaining him would be equal to reaching the Father. Where the
Father and the Son are bonded by the Spirit in love is our abode, our bliss to reach.
However, till this moment of reaching the bliss it is not an idling time for us. St. Peter in
his first letter comes with clarification, the agenda, namely, we are coming to the Living
Stone and we in our turn are living stones to be built into the big corner Stone, that is,
the Christ. We are being built into a spiritual house with an ongoing purpose to be
fulfilled. The small living stones are to be built together into and on to the Corner Stone,
which together have to flourish as a chosen race, a royal priesthood and a holy nation.
Into the making of this holy nation we are called to. That is the work we have to
accomplish. This work will go on till the end of time, and everyone who actively gets into
this serious business will be finally housed in the mansions, to the building of which the
Master Craftsman has gone and is now busy along with the Father. The beautiful and
wonderful point here is that the Master Builder has called and enlisted us to partner
with him in this work. If any of us fails to do our part, to that extent this work will
remain unfinished and imperfect. Hence let us be on to the field as living stones to be
built into the Corner Stone!
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