Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Reflecting

On Sunday’s Readings

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER—MAY 12, 2019

First Reading — Acts 13:14, 43-52
14
… but they passed on from Perga and came to
Antioch of Pisidia. And on the sabbath day they
went into the synagogue and sat down. …
43
And when the meeting of the synagogue
broke up, many Jews and devout converts to
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke
to them and urged them to continue in the grace
of God.
44
The next sabbath almost the whole city
gathered together to hear the word of God. 45 But
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were
filled with jealousy, and contradicted what was
spoken by Paul, and reviled him. 46 And Paul
and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was
necessary that the word of God should be spoken
first to you. Since you thrust it from you, and
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold,
we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has
commanded us, saying, ‘I have set you to be a
light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation
to the uttermost parts of the earth.’”
48
And when the Gentiles heard this, they
were glad and glorified the word of God; and as
many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 49
And the word of the Lord spread throughout all
the region. 50 But the Jews incited the devout
women of high standing and the leading men of
the city, and stirred up persecution against Paul
and Barnabas, and drove them out of their
district. 51 But they shook off the dust from their
feet against them, and went to Iconium. 52 And the
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy
Spirit.

R. Alleluia.
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
serve the LORD with gladness;
come before him with joyful song.
R. We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
or:
R. Alleluia.
Know that the LORD is God;
he made us, his we are;
his people, the flock he tends.
R.We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
or:
R. Alleluia.
The LORD is good:
his kindness endures forever,
and his faithfulness, to all generations.
R.We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
or:
R. Alleluia.
Second Reading — Revelation 7:9, 14-17
9
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude
which no man could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, …
14
I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said
to me, “These are they who have come out of the
great tribulation; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and
serve him day and night within his temple; and he
who sits upon the throne will shelter them with his
presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor
any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of
the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide
them to springs of living water; and God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes.”

Responsorial Psalm PS 100:1-2, 3, 5
R.(3c) We are his people, the sheep of his
flock.
or:
1

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Gospel Reading — John 10:27-30
27
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me; 28 and I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch
them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able
to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and
the Father are one.”
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INVITATION TO PRAY
Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God...
Proclaim the Scriptures out loud
As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud.
INVITATION TO REFLECT

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING
First Reading — Acts 13:14, 43-52
1. What do you think Paul and Barnabas meant by urging them “to continue in the grace of
God”?
2. What role did the Word of God play in this conversion process?
3.

What would it take for the Word of God to spread throughout all of your region?

Second Reading — Revelation 5:11-14
4. What principles or conditions for unity do you discover in this passage?
Gospel Reading — John 10:27-30
5. Why do you think Jesus uses the analogy of sheep to describe us, his followers? How
sheep-like are you?
6. What have you learned about listening to his voice, and following him?
7. What is the relationship between following Christ and dwelling in unity with others?
INVITATION TO ACT
Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an
individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,
determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary
considerations.
CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for
the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer.
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