Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Reflecting

On Sunday’s Readings

The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time —June 21, 2020

First Reading — Jeremiah 20:10-13
10 For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every
side! “Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say
all my familiar friends, watching for my fall.
“Perhaps he will be deceived, then we can
overcome him, and take our revenge on him.” 11
But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble, they will
not overcome me. They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten. 12 O LORD of hosts, who
triest the righteous, who seest the heart and the
mind, let me see thy vengeance upon them, for to
thee have I committed my cause. 13 Sing to the
LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered
the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers.

and his own who are in bonds he spurns not.
Let the heavens and the earth praise him,
the seas and whatever moves in them!’‘
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.
Second Reading —Romans 5:12-15
12 Therefore as sin came into the world through one
man and death through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all men sinned— 13 sin indeed
was in the world before the law was given, but sin
is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those
whose sins were not like the transgression of
Adam, who was a type of the one who was to
come. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass.
For if many died through one man’s trespass,
much more have the grace of God and the free gift
in the grace of that one man Jesus Christ
abounded for many.

Responsorial Psalm PS 69:8-10, 14, 17, 3335
R. (14c) Lord, in your great love, answer me.
For your sake I bear insult,
and shame covers my face.
I have become an outcast to my brothers,
a stranger to my children,
Because zeal for your house consumes me,
and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall
upon me.
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.
I pray to you, O LORD,
for the time of your favor, O God!
In your great kindness answer me
with your constant help.
Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your
kindness;
in your great mercy turn toward me.
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.
“See, you lowly ones, and be glad;
you who seek God, may your hearts revive!
For the LORD hears the poor,

Gospel Reading — Matthew 10:26-33
26 “So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered
that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be
known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, utter in the
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim upon
the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of
them will fall to the ground without your Father’s
will. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more
value than many sparrows. 32 So every one who
acknowledges me before men, I also will
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; 33
but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny
before my Father who is in heaven.
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INVITATION TO PRAY
Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God...
Proclaim the Scriptures out loud
As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud.
INVITATION TO REFLECT

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING
First Reading — Jeremiah 20:10-13
1. What advice can be gleaned from this passage for responding to threatening situations?
Second Reading — Romans 5:12-15
2. What new insight do you find in this passage?
3. How would you state the results of Adam’s decision, and of Jesus’?
Gospel Reading — Matthew 10:26-33
4. How does the fear of others’ opinions, manipulate us?
5. What perspective does Jesus provide to overcome fear’s control of us?
6. Describe God’s opinion of you.
7. What does it mean to “acknowledge” Jesus before others?
INVITATION TO ACT
Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an
individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,
determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary
considerations.
CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for
the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer.
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