Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Reflecting

On Sunday’s Readings

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME —NOVEMBER 15, 2020

First Reading — Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 3031
10 A good wife who can find? She is far more
precious than jewels. 11 The heart of her husband
trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. 12
She does him good, and not harm, all the days of
her life. 13 She seeks wool and flax, and works
with willing hands. … 19 She puts her hands to the
distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. 20 She
opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her
hands to the needy. … 30 Charm is deceitful, and
beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD
is to be praised. 31 Give her of the fruit of her
hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.

people say, “There is peace and security,” then
sudden destruction will come upon them as travail
comes upon a woman with child, and there will be
no escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brethren,
for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you
are all sons of light and sons of the day; we are not
of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not
sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober.
Gospel Reading — Matthew 25:14-30
14 “For it will be as when a man going on a journey
called his servants and entrusted to them his
property; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received
the five talents went at once and traded with them;
and he made five talents more. 17 So also, he who
had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But
he who had received the one talent went and dug
in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 Now
after a long time the master of those servants
came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he
who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five
talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been faithful
over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the
joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two
talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been faithful
over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the
joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received
the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did
not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow;

Responsorial Psalm Ps
128:1-2, 3, 4-5
R. (cf. 1a) Blessed are those who fear the
Lord.
Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
who walk in his ways! For you shall eat the fruit of
your handiwork; blessed shall you be, and
favored.
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the
recesses of your home; Your children like olive
plants around your table.
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the
LORD. The LORD bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Second Reading — 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
1 But as to the times and the seasons, brethren,
you have no need to have anything written to you.
2 For you yourselves know well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When
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so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26
But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I
have not sowed, and gather where I have not
winnowed? 27 Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and at my coming I
should have received what was my own with
interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it
to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone
who has will more be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who has not, even what
he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the
worthless servant into the outer darkness; there
men will weep and gnash their teeth.’
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INVITATION TO PRAY
Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God...
Proclaim the Scriptures out loud
As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud.
INVITATION TO REFLECT

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING
First Reading —
1. What do you find most commendable about this woman?
Second Reading —
2. How can we as a group help one another to be ready for Christ’s coming?
Gospel Reading —
3. What are some things (gifts, talents, etc.) God has entrusted to you?
4. What attitudes controlled the servants'” behavior?
5. How do you feel about the harshness or leniency with which the master treated the
servants?
6. What are God’s expectations for you and your gifts and abilities for the coming 12
months?
INVITATION TO ACT
Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an
individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,
determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary
considerations.
CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for
the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer.
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