Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Reflecting

On Sunday’s Readings

THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY —NOVEMBER 22, 2020

First Reading — Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I
myself will search for my sheep, and will seek
them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock
when some of his sheep have been scattered
abroad, so will I seek out my sheep; and I will
rescue them from all places where they have
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. …15 I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the
Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring
back the strayed, and I will bind up the crippled,
and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the
strong I will watch over; I will feed them in
justice.17 “As for you, my flock, thus says the
Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and
sheep, rams and he-goats.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I
shall want.
Second Reading — 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21
For as by a man came death, by a man has come
also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24
Then comes the end, when he delivers the
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every
rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his
feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. …
28 When all things are subjected to him, then the
Son himself will also be subjected to him who put
all things under him, that God may be everything to
every one.

Responsorial Psalm PS 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6
R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I
shall want.
Beside restful waters he leads me; he refreshes
my soul. He guides me in right paths for his
name's sake.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I
shall want.
You spread the table before me in the sight of my
foes; you anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I
shall want.
Only goodness and kindness follow me all the
days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 25:31-46
31 “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious
throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate them one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats, 33 and he will place the sheep at his right
hand, but the goats at the left. 34Then the King will
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to
me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or
thirsty and give thee drink? 38 And when did we see
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thee a stranger and welcome thee, or naked and
clothe thee? 39 And when did we see thee sick or
in prison and visit thee?’ 40 And the King will
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to
me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand,
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did
not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer,
‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
minister to thee?’ 45 Then he will answer them,
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the
least of these, you did it not to me.’ 46 And they
will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”
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INVITATION TO PRAY
Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God...
Proclaim the Scriptures out loud
As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud.
INVITATION TO REFLECT

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING
First Reading —
1. Which aspect of the Lord’s care do you find most comforting? Why?
Second Reading —
2. How do you think life would change if Jesus reigned more fully in Christian’s lives?
Gospel Reading —
3. What are the six areas of service which Jesus identifies?
4. Which of these six areas of ministry would you find most difficult?
5. How is your understanding of Jesus’ Kingship affected by this passage?
6. How do you feel about the concept of Christ’s return as pictured here?
INVITATION TO ACT
Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an
individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,
determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary
considerations.
CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for
the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer.
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