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Easter Season! 
The secular world behaves toward Easter the same way it deals with 

Christmas.  The Christmas Season begins sometime around Labor Day and ends Christmas 
night.  The Easter Season begins the day after Valentineôs Day and ends Easter night. 

The Church, however, looks at these celebrations a little differently, believing that the 
Christmas Season begins on Christmas and ends on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
about three weeks later.  The Easter Season begins on Easter and ends on Pentecost, about 
seven weeks later. 

This is an example of the ongoing tension between the secular and the sacred.  The secular 
world likes to anticipate an event and then once it arrives, get it over with and move on to the 
next.  The Church, on the other hand, anticipates the event with a preparatory period (Advent 
for Christmas; Lent for Easter) but then when that event at last arrives, the Church likes to 
hold onto it and savor it and take time to reflect on how it has meaning for our lives. 

Neither is wrong, theyôre just different. 

The Ordo (Order of Prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours and Celebration of the Eucharist) is 
the little book that tells us what Scripture readings and prayers to use each and every day, and 
it says this about the Easter Season: 

ñ...a season of Christian festival is a time of intensified consciousness, finely tuned awareness, 
awakened memory.  The great fifty days of Pentecost are not an unwelcome, unrealistic, 
obligation to ñparty on,ò even if we donôt feel like it, but an invitation to explore more deeply 
ñthe weather of the heart,ò to awaken our memory of Godôs presence and power in our lives, 
to look more closely at all the rich and varied textures of creation.  In short, Pentecost is a 
season for learning how to say yes in a culture that wants to keep on saying no.ò 

I  O  N : Donôt forget that our Sunday Mass each weekend is live 
streamed at 4 pm on Saturday and is recorded at that time so that you can 
watch it later, or even as many times as youôd likeé.Meanwhile, all celebrations 
of the sacrament of Confirmation scheduled for May have been cancelled by 
Bishop Zubik, including ours on May 15.  It will be rescheduled probably for 
sometime during the summer or early fallé.stay tuned for more newsé. 

S    : ñThere are no passengers on Spaceship 
Earth.  We are all crew.ò 
  -  Marshall McLuhan 




