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STAFF AND CONTACTS

STAFF Braddock Avenue at Frazier Street, Braddock, PA 15104
P: 412-271-1515| F: 412-271-1222 |
Father Fra.nk- D. Almade email: gshepoffice@comcast.net
Administrator GOOD SHEPHERD

1600 Brinton Road, Braddock Hills, PA 15221-4902
P: 412-271-1515| F: 412-271-1222 |
email: gshepoffice@comcast.net

Father Martin F. Barkin
Senior Parochial Vicar

Father Jeremy J. Mohler

2021 South Braddock Avenue, Swissvale, PA 15218
Parochial Vicar MADONNA DEL P: 412-271-5666 | F: 412-271-2335 |
frmohler@outlook.com CASTELLO email: madonnadelcastello1920@gmail.com

Father Albert J. Semler

Parochial Vicar 100 Tri-Boro Avenue, Turtle Creek, PA 15145-1966

ST. COLMAN P: 412-823-2564 | F: 412-823-6350 |

Deacon Joseph M. Dougherty

Deacon Keith G. Kondrich
33 Lewin Lane, Churchill, PA 15235
ST. JOHN FISHER P: 412-241-4722 | F: 412-241-4653 |

Deacon Herb Rlley email: st_john_fisher@comcast.net

Deacon Ron Demblowski
Pastoral Associate
wordofgodpa@gmail.com
412-241-1372

405 Westinghouse Avenue, Wilmerding, PA 15148
ST. JUDE THE APOSTLE P: 412-823-8390 | F: 412-823-8399 |

email: stjudetheapostle@verizon.net

Kelly James
Director of Business Operations
madonnadelcastello1920@gmail.com 2001 Ardmore Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15221
412-351-6008 ST. MAURICE P: 412-271-0809 | F: 412-271-2415 |

email: jkosar@saintmauriceparish.org

Cheryl Kirkland
Director of Religious Education
ckirkland@saintmauriceparish.org 7446 McClure Avenue, Swissvale, PA 15218
412-351-6710 WORD OF GOD P: 412-241-1372| F: 412-271-2335 |

email: wordofgod1994@gmail.com

Norman E. Chapman
CAGO, Director of Music
nchapman@saintmauriceparish.org
412-271-0809

Jon Zellhart Safe Environment...It is the policy of Diocese of Pittsburgh Crisis Hotline:
Director of Music the Diocese that all volunteers must 1-888-808-1235
Jonzellhart@gmail.com conmpliie t.h ¢ ~Safe Er‘lv‘ironment process Diocesan Victim Assistance
412-241-4722 before beginning a ministry or activity in
any Parish. Please call 412-271-0809 Coordinator: 412-456-3093 (Office)
Kelley Rodgers for more information.. PA Child Line: 1-800-932-0313

Business Manager
krodgers@saintmauriceparish.org
412-271-0809

New Parishioners are most welcome!

David Barr
P,‘;n cipal Please call the oﬁic:e of the church you would like to join.
East Catholic School We will be happy to assist you!

412-351-5403
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TFaith Chronicles

By Father Frank D. Almade

It didn’t take long for the TV
advertisers to catch on. They abandoned their
appeals to buy, buy, buy. In this crisis of the
coronavirus pandemic they have quickly
churned out commercials which embraced the
themes of “we are all in this together”; “we
are caring for our neighbors™; “help us help
people in need”; “stay home, stay healthy, wash your
hands”; and the oxymoron “together apart.” In their
video you see folks volunteering at food banks, kindly
smiling employees delivering meals to elderly ladies in
apartments and bored families quarantined at home,
signs that read “love is more contagious than any virus.”
Soaring music tugs at our heart-strings, or maybe our
emotions.

@

You might think that [ am being a bit suspicious
of the motives of Walmart, Toyota, McDonald’s, Honda,
Domino’s Pizza and State Farm Insurance. Maybe even
cynical. And you’d be right.

But my better angel says, wait a minute. Every
day there are people who are going out of their way to
connect with their neighbors, whether through a
contribution to the local food bank, phone calls and
Zoom visits to distant family members, or expressing
support for essential workers in our hospitals, police
stations, grocery stores and nursing homes. Many of
them are parishioners. Some are newcomers to the ways
of volunteering, some are long-time veteran helpers. All
deserve a clap on the back and a sincere word of
gratitude.

It also is a time to affirm one of the most basic
teachings of our church. We human beings are social
beings. Before we understand ourselves as individuals,
we are connected. To our parents, siblings and extended
family. To spouses, children and grandchildren. To our
school classmates and teammates. To our friends. To
our co-workers and bosses. To Godchildren and aunts
and uncles. To neighbors on our street and neighbors on
Facebook. To our doctors and dentists and home care
nurses. To our sisters and brothers in the community of
our parish. We are social to the core of our existence.

With the human bonds of being social comes the
responsibilities of caring for those we are connected
with. Certainly we Christians immediately quote Jesus
Christ: “Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.”
Our Jewish sisters and brothers live by the same
commandment. (See Leviticus 19:17-18; Tobit 4:15;
Sirach 31:15.) Many other religious people, and those of
no faith, live by the Golden Rule too.

We hold up to imitation of the great saints who
were “apostles of charity.” Vincent de Paul, Louise de
Marillac, Jeanne Jugan, Teresa of Calcutta, Elizabeth of
Hungary, Francis and Clare of Assisi, Cosmas and
Damian. We remember flawed yet impactful
humanitarians in world history:  Andrew Carnegie,
Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson
Mandela, Oskar Schindler, Harriet Tubman.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says,
“The human person needs to live in society. Society is
not for him an extraneous addition but a requirement of
his nature. Through the exchange with others, mutual
service and dialogue with his brethren, man develops his
potential; he thus responds to his vocation....Love of
neighbor is inseparable from love of God.”

We are social because this is how God created
us, male and female and in his likeness. God is Trinity,
three in one: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, “an infinite
communion of love.” Another Vatican document says,
“God did not create man as a ‘solitary being’ but wished
him to be a ‘social being.” Social life is therefore not
exterior to human beings; they can only grow and realize
their vocation in relation to others.”

So all these commercials, all these efforts of
companies and charities and individuals to do good for
their neighbors, are nothing less than expressing
humanity’s God-given nature: [ am who I am only in
relationship to those around me. Sins of selfishness,
greed and domination by violence can blind us to our
social nature and its responsibilities. But we know that
we are better, more human, more humane, when we help
those who can’t repay our kindness and give to those
who have needs greater than our own. If the major
restaurant chains, banks and manufacturers of our
country want to advertise that, I’'m all in favor.
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Intention

Offered By

1) fJohn (Jack) Brown

1) Karen Gillner & Family

Easter Weekday

SVa.t..ll\j/{;y ? 2) THelen Kern & Jane Gross 2) Bill & Arlene
i Mass 3) fMarge & Mack Merola 3) Daughters & Family
1) tGeorgiann B. Boone 1) Boone Family
Sunday, 2) tCelia Clugston 2) Daughter, Elaine
May 10 3) tAnthony J. Parisi 3) Family
Fifth Sunday of Easter 4) fRose & Patsy Richards 4) Nancy & Sons
5) fLoretta Smith 5) Pat & Jerry Ford
Mon. May 11 tJoan & Richard Ragon Mike & Mary Utfnar

Tues. May 12
Easter Weekday

1) tMario Giulinnelli
2) tFrank Kropezynski
3) tTeolis & Palangio Families
4) 1tWedd. Ann. Carlo Piatti

1) Margaret Bader
2) Debby DiMatteo & Family
3) Vera Palangio
4) Family

Wed. May 13
Easter Weekday

TRobert Adam Aul

Daughter, Kitty Pugliese

Thurs. May 14
Saint Matthias, Apostle

1) FIn Memory of Charles G. Miller
2) tRichard “Doc” Lucarelli
3) Jane Mousseau—get well

1) Wife, Edna Miller
2) Wife, Jennie & Family
3) Angie, Jim & Family

Fri. May 15
Easter Weekday

1 tJoanne Kelly
2) Bill Seng

1) Joseph & Cheryl Kopas
2) William Seng Family

1) tJohn Corbett

1) Chris, Jason & Family

3) TGeorge Rentka/Martin, Larry

Sat. May 16 2) fSteven Rosicci 2) Family
Vigil Mass 3) fLouis Sabino 3) Family
4) tMichael T. Sheakley 4) Marie Capezzuto
Sunday, 1) All Living .& Deceased Members of LAOH, 1) Sisters of LAOH Div. 7 Turtle Creek
Sister Peggy Flaherty .
May 17 2) +Mary Nehri 2) Louise Byers
Sixth Sunday of Easter Y & 3) Family

MASS AT ST. JOHN VIANNEY MANOR
Thursday, May 14: Caroline & Louis DiBiase by Blaine & Jeanne Messick and Rick & Kim DiBiase
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
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PARISHAXRSUPPORT
GOOD SHEPHERD

Offertory $3.995.00
MADONNA DEL CASTELLO

Offertory $2.938.00
ST. COLMAN

Offertory $5.413.00

ST. JOHN FISHER
Offertory $4.744.00

ST. JUDE THE APOSTLE

Offertory $2,047.00
ST. MAURICE

Offertory $8.631.00
WORD OF GOD

Offertory $8.820.00

Thank you for your continued generosity!

Prayer Line
St. Maurice—412-277-0693 or
412-871-3245
Madonna & Word of God—412-804-8858

BULLETIN DEADLINE
All bulletin articles must be submitted
in writing or by email to
stjudetheapostle@verizon.net
by 10:00 am on Friday.

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER ALMADE

The "Eight Great Churches of the East” have very
generous parishioners. While our churches are closed,
many parishioners have continued to send in (by mail or at
the parish offices) their contributions to their parish and
to the Parish Share Program. Thank you so much! The
priests and deacons and staff continue to minister fo our
parishioners, although in restricted ways. We look
forward to seeing our church buildings open and our parish
activities up and running soon.

Again, you have our gratitude for your generosity. Please
continue to pray for victims of the coronavirus, their
family members, all health care workers, and all who work
to end this pandemic.

Effective Tuesday, April 28, 2020

FUNERALS NOW PERMITTED

Bishop Zubik has given permission for funerals, under
certain strict conditions. Funerals may be celebrated with
a Mass in church or with a blessing service in a funeral
home. Only ten family members are permitted to attend,
along with proper masking and social distancing.

We will begin of fering funerals effective immediately.

We will also offer to families who had loved ones pass
away during the quarantine the opportunity of having a
memorial Mass, to be scheduled at a mutually acceptable
time. Again, only ten family members are permitted to
attend, along with proper masking and social distancing.

Effective Monday, April 27, 2020.
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
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PRAYERS Carmella
recently passed to the Lord. May her
soul rest in peace. Amen.
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PRAYER FOR MOTHERS

Heavenly Father, from the beginning you
have chosen to entrust the human person
to mothers in a special way.

We thank and praise you for the gift of
mothers; for their tenderness, care, and
compassion, for their intuition and
encouragement, for commitment and
sacrifice.

Bless all mothers this day.

Keep, strengthen, and refresh them in
your loving care.

May they be blessed by your open-hearted
love and gratitude.

Amen.

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS—TABERNACLE LAMPS
Madonna del Castello: In honor of all living & deceased mothers of the
parishes by Linda & Tony Russo

St. Maurice: In memory of Maureen Rushe’ by LaVerne Caprara

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE

At this time, we have decided to postpone our Pre Cana Marriage
Preparation class scheduled for May 16, 2020 at St. Maurice. Our hope is
to reschedule this session in August 2020 once restrictions are lifted and
it is safer for everyone to participate. Our Pre Cana classes fulfill the
Diocese of Pittsburgh’s guidelines for being married in the Catholic
Church. Registration is required and is $60.00 per couple. Please contact
the St. Maurice Parish Office at 412-271-0809 to register.

To honor and recognize all the essential employees who are
going to work during the coronavirus pandemic, St. John
Fisher and St. Maurice churches will be ringing the bells at
8:00 pm nightly. May the beauty of the bells bring peace to
all during this time of uncertainty.

YOU ARE FORMALLY INVITED!
During these strange and difficult times when we are not able to gather
physically, we can gather together online and pray the prayers of the
Church. This is also a great way to stay connected and see familiar faces
and share a few laughs. Please join us daily at 6:30 pm for Evening
Prayer. You can download the ZOOM app on your phone or iPad. You
can simply copy/type the below link into your computer or other smart
device. This is an interactive session, and not just viewing other people
praying. We hope that you will join us!
Link: https://zoom.us/j/490373330

Any questions or comments should be directed to Seminarian Merv
Knieriem. E-mail: mknieriem@diopitt.org .
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PARISH NEWS

LIVESTREAMING MASSES

Our Masses are now streaming on YouTube! We began
streaming daily Masses on our new YouTube Channel on
Monday, April 13. The morning begins with Eucharistic
Adoration at 8:30 am, with Benediction at 8:50 am,
followed by daily Mass at 9:00 am.

Visit the parish websites for links to the Masses!

Our goal is to rotate the broadcasts through as many of
our churches as possible. This is dependent upon the
strength of the internet connection inside the church
buildings. Since this is a new ministry for us, please be
patient and watch for updates on the parish websites!

MASSES ON TV AND ONLINE

A.ONTV:
1. St. Mary of Mercy: live every day at Noon,
Comcast channel 95, Christian Associates TV.

2. St. Paul Cathedral: live Monday through
Saturday, 8:15 am and Sundays at 10 am.
Comcast channel 95. Rebroadcast at 5 and
8 pm daily.

3. From WPXI-TV: Sundays at 6 am on PCNC and
MeTV on Verizon; over the air on MeTV.

4. WPGH-TV Fox 53, 7 am, Sundays.

B. Online:
1. Links through diopitt.org/spiritual-resources

2. St. Paul Cathedral & St. Mary of Mercy:
christianassociatestv.org

3. Catholictv.org

PARISH LIBRARY/GIFT SHOP NEWS
The Library & Gift Shop are closed during the COVID-19
emergency until further notice. If you have any special
religious gift needs or library requests, email Karen
Goldbach, goldbachkm@verizon.net.

Thoughts to Reflect On and Share:

“At all times, but none more importantly than these
times, we must be like the first seven Deacons of the
Church, who were called by the Twelve to take care of
the daily, material needs of the neglected, the isolated,
and the marginalized. In whatever way we can, small or
large, we are all called today to be there for those in
their time of greatest need.”

You can Follow Deacon Herb on Facebook.

St. Jude the Apostle Rosary Society has made a generous
donation to Holy Angels Food Pantry in Wilmerding.
With many families out of work and in dire need of food,
their support means more than ever and is greatly
appreciated! THANK YOU!!!

SWISSVALE COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
Wl Food and donations can be dropped off 9:00 am
until 5:00 pm on Tuesdays at the parish office at
Madonna del Castello, 2021 S. Braddock Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA  15218. Make checks payable to
“Swissvale Cares” and memo “Food Pantry.” The Food
Pantry is located at 2028 Noble Street. Food
distributions are the 1st and 3rd Thursday each month,
9:00 am—12 Noon. Volunteers welcome. For more
information call Dario at 412-452-2792.

LUCKY DAILY NUMBER CALENDAR
YOUR NUMBER PLAYS 365 DAYS!

T - T
MBS WOVEMBER ¥

s

Donation—S$25.00. New calendar year begins June 1,
2020 and runs through May 31, 2021. No limit to times
your number may “hit” on the PA 3 digit evening drawing
in the calendar year. Your participation supports
Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Contact Lisa
McCann at 412-519-8762.
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sacraments:

Baptism

Prior to having your child baptized,
both parents must attend a pre-
baptismal seminar. Please contact
St. Maurice at 412-271-0809 to
register.

Penance
Please refer to page 9 for
confession information.

Marriage

By appointment. Anyone who
wishes to marry should contact the
pastor at least six months prior to
the desired date.

Anointing of the Sick
Available for those who are
chronically ill. Please contact the
parish in which the person is a
member.

RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults)

This is the process to become
Catholic or for Catholics to receive
the rest of their Sacraments of
Initiation. Please call 412-271-0809
for more information.

Holy Communion

for Shut-Ins
Please contact the parish in which
the person is a member.

The: ancient frescn of bladarra ded Socoomn [l Ledy of Hela|
5t Prer s Basiica we restored wilh the Seppot ol e K of Cobumis o mark
the Yeur of Fash [0 122015, Paolo courtesy ol Fabbeca  Sas PeroW. Faioosl

A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION

IN TIME OF PANDEMIC

O Mary,
you always brighten our path
as asign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
wha, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain
while remaining steadfast in faich.

0 [uﬂ'ng Muother,
you know what we need,
and we are confident you will provide for us
asar Cana in Galilee.

Interced: for us with your Son Jesus,
the Divine Physician,
for those who have fallen ill
for those who are vulnerable,
and for those who have died.
Intercede also for those charged with
protecting the health and 53.1;::!:}' of others
and for those who are tending to the sick
and seeking a cure.

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who took upon himself our
sufferings and carricd our sorrows,

50 45 t0 lead us, through the Cross,

o the gory of the Resurrection. Amen.

Under thy protection we seck refige,
O Holy Mother of God.
I onr weeds, despise not our petitions,

bt dlefiver s always from all dangers,
0 glorions and blessed Virgin, Amen.

Aelapred frem the prayer of Poge Framai

ENIGHTS OF % COLUMBUS
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INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS RETURN

Bishop Zubik has given permission for priests to hear confessions, under certain strict
conditions. Confessions are to be heard outdoors, with proper masking and social distancing.
We will begin this weekend, using usual times and appropriate churches. All are welcome to
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in this manner.

MADONNA DEL CASTELLO
Saturdays — Noon -1 PM

Directions: Enter the Westmoreland Ave entrance. If there is a line, park in one of the
available spaces to wait. Remain in your car with the windows up to help maintain the privacy
of the person confessing. The priest will be located inside the window that is marked with
orange cones. When it is your turn, there are two options from here. A solo driver with no
passengers can remain in their car and pull up beside the cones. Option two is to park the car
and walk up toward the window but standing BEHIND the cones. Please depart via the
Braddock Ave exit.

ST. MAURICE — Mondays —7 PM - 8 PM

Directions: Park in the main church parking lot with your windows up to help maintain the
privacy of the person confessing. The priest will be stationed under the front overhang of the
main entrance. When your turn comes you will have two options. Exit your car and follow the
signs, cones, and tape to a standing or sitting place under the overhang. Option two for a solo
driver in a car would be to turn around (the lower school parking lot can be used if needed)
and drive underneath the overhang with the driver’s side door closest to the church (this is
the opposite direction from how people are normally dropped off).

ST. JOHN FISHER — Saturdays — Noon—1 PM

Directions: Enter on the right hand side of the parking lot as normal and then go left to park
under the overhang outside the front entrance to the Church. A solo driver could open your
passenger window and the priest will be able to hear your confession.
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Until further notice:

CHURCHES
CLOSED

Parish Office open:
Mon-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm  St. Maurice
2001 Ardmore Blvd.  412.271.0809

Food Pantry donations: Tuesdays, 9 am-5 pm
Madonna/Word of God office,
2021 South Braddock Avenue, Swissvale

We are grateful for your understanding, support
and prayers in these unprecedented times.

May God bless and protect you.
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The Book of Revelation
A Five-Week Online Bible Study with Fr. Mohler

Join Fr. Mohler in this apocalyptic time for a five-week study on the Book of Revelation. While it can be an
intimidating book to read or study on our own, Revelation is beautiful and vitally important with its focus on the
Mass, Christian community, the last things and putting our ultimate focus on heavenly realities.

The format: Videos of 20-30 minutes will be posted to our parish Youtube account on Mondays by 5 PM. An
opportunity to join a discussion on Zoom will take place on Tuesdays at 7 PM. Other discussion times may be
added based on the number of signups and the needs of the group. Reading the Bible chapters prior to the
discussion would be greatly beneficial but not required. Please email frmohler@outlook.com to indicate joining
the Tuesday discussion group or to inquire about a different time. You can also go to frmohler.com for a link to
the videos.

Schedule

Week of April 27 — Background on Apocalyptic Literature in the Bible
Week of May 4 — Chapters 1 -5

Week of May 11 — Chapters 6-10

Week of May 18 — Chapters 11-16

Week of May 25 — Chapters 17 - 22
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PARISH NEWS

A NOTE FROM FR. MOHLER ON MISSION WEEK AND YOUTH EVENTS

Mission Week, the opportunity for service and retreat for our high school students scheduled for June 21-26, has been
canceled. It is a disappointment for all involved, but we all agreed it would not be feasible to do this year. I still want
to offer opportunities for our teens to grow closer to Christ and to each other in this summer ahead, whether online or
hopefully—eventually with in person events as well. Please contact me with any ideas or questions moving forward at
frmohler@outlook.com .

Mission Week 2020 Update

With many of our common Catholic practices having been suspended recently, our idea of living the Faith might be going up
in flame! Yet, fire not only symbolizes but is one of the most expressive images of the transforming energy of the Holy
Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit, whom Christ pours out on us, who builds, animates, and sanctifies the Church. Saint Paul
reminds us not to let the Spirit be quenched (1 Thess 5:19) and we will not let the coronavirus prevent us from being Church!

With that said, we also must face the reality before us. Mission Week 2020 is going to be very different! Unfortunately, the
week-long trip to SNPJ needs to be cancelled. Although we continue to pray for an end to this virus and the social isolation
in place to protect us, there simply isn’t enough time to pull everything together. We have missed key deadlines and we will
not be able to accomplish the site visits, evaluations and prep necessary. However, we are continually working on modified
plans for the possibility of being present in New Castle to serve in some capacity before the start of next school year.

Recalling the lessons of prayer, fasting and almsgiving Lent taught us, we are proposing the following for Mission Week
2020. Our Mission Week plan currently includes:

Prayer — we are asking for volunteers to pray for the people we would have worked with. Respond HECK YES I
WANT TO PRAY and we will assign you a family/etc. from those whom we have served and you will commit to
praying for that person every day.

Fasting — Well, honestly, we were never good at that during Mission Week! Way too much food-but it was always so
good. We 're still working on this one — if you have ideas please share.

Almsgiving — many of our service sites can be helped by sending care packages and many of the families we would
have been with would benefit by cards, letters and, at times gift cards. We will be compiling a list of these and
asking you to form workgroups to compile these care packs.

Also, we are exploring ways to connect with you. We want to share the theme of Mission Week. We want you to hear and
be transformed by our great speakers and special guests. Even if we can’t gather each night in the barn physically, perhaps
we will soon be experts at virtual gatherings and be able to meet for our talks, check-ins, and other fun activities. We are
exploring ways of connecting virtually. Oh, and the mission week t-shirt? Yep, you'll still get one! It will not be virtual...

Really, we want to hear from you! Many of you have lived Mission Week and your experience is a great resource. We want
and need your input! Please share your ideas with your youth minister.

Together we can show the world that we have been chosen, not forsaken. We are chosen to take the grace of God, that runs
deeply in each of us as children of God, into the world. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit and ready to cast out darkness
and fear by the force of the flame of our love!

You are in our prayers!

- The Mission Week Team -

e
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TFaith Chronicles

By Father Frank D. Almade

101 years ago the Catholic bishops of the United
States wrote a document rarely read or quoted. It came at
the conclusion of the “Great War” (now known as World
War I). It was titled, “Bishops’ Program for Social
Reconstruction.” Many of its measures would only be
fulfilled after the Great Depression, during the
administration of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
(For example, a legal minimum wage, social security, the
right of working people to organize into unions, and
ending child labor.) One however has yet to be put into
practice. This is the right of all persons to health care.
Citing the church’s understanding of the universal
destination of all goods, the bishops called for our country
to provide necessary and needed health care to all.

This right was articulated in Pope Leo XIII's
groundbreaking encyclical “Rerum Novarum” in 1891,
and later affirmed in the writings of Pope John XXIII,
Pope John Paul II, the “Catechism of the Catholic
Church” and Pope Benedict XVI. In 1993 the U.S.
bishops said bluntly, “Every person has a right to
adequate health care.... Health care is more than a
commodity; it is a basic human right.” Almost every
country around the world has some form of universal
health care—provided by government, or private insurers,
or not-for-profit charities, or some combination of all
three. But not the United States of America. The
Affordable Care Act of 2010 (also known as Obamacare)
reduced the number of uninsured individuals in our
country by tens of millions, but still did not make health
care universal.

This lack has become glaring in the midst of our
country’s response to the coronavirus pandemic. It is
seen in the dilemma of unemployed (and therefore
without health insurance) workers who hesitate when sick
to go to a doctor, or to a hospital, because the care will
bankrupt them. It is seen in the increasing unavailability
of clinics and hospitals in remote rural areas of our land.
It is seen in the horrific choice forced upon many
people—buy necessary life-sustaining medicine or pay
the rent. It is seen in not-for-profit hospitals (many under
Catholic auspices) which are underfunded, yet offer the
bulk of free care. And it is seen in the complete failure of
our federal and state governments to plan for a pandemic.

Critics of the church’s teaching on the human
right to health care cry, “We don’t want socialized
medicine.” Yet certain segments of our population do
have socialized medicine: military veterans; children
under the age of 7; persons over the age of 65 under
Medicare; indigent poor covered under Medicaid. Our
current U.S. hospital system operates with a paradox.
There is no doubt that the world’s best cutting-edge
medicine is found in our top hospitals (including those in
Pittsburgh). But as a country according to several metrics
our health outcomes rank behind ten or twenty other
countries. We have worse outcomes for life expectancy at
birth, infant mortality, more injuries and homicides, and
treatment of several diseases. To top this off, we spend
twice or more per capita than those countries, which have
healthier populations. (If you don’t believe me, read T.R.
Reid’s 2009 expose, “The Healing of America: A Global
Quest for Better, Cheaper, and Fairer Health Care.”)

One serious weakness of Catholic social teaching,
which is the basis of this reflection, is bringing important
principles, such as the right to health care for all, into
practical application. It’s not because of a lack of money.
The Congress seems to have more than enough willpower
when it comes to funding the newest weapons system,
military jet or nuclear powered aircraft carrier, or
providing billions of dollars in tax breaks for the so-called
top 1% of income earners. Those have the loudest and
highest paid lobbyists. The Congress does not listen to
the wvoices of coronavirus victims on ventilators,
overworked family or E.R. doctors, underpaid nurses in
urban or rural hospitals, minimum-wage L.P.N.’s in
nursing homes, or families which cannot afford health
insurance. Lobbying for universal health care in
Washington or any state capital unfortunately is a dead
end.

With maybe just a touch of sarcasm Jesus once
said, “The poor you will always have with you.” It
doesn’t mean however that they should go without
medical care. I can only hope and pray for that day when
our country—the wealthiest in the world—recognizes that
the right to health care for all persons is just as valuable,
and necessary to defend and fund, as the rights to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Good Shepherd | Madonna del Castello | St. Colman | St. John Fisher | St. Jude the Apostle | St. Maurice | Word of God

13



