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 And you will have 
Joy and Gladness 

And many will rejoice at 
His Birth 

LUKE 1:14 

This stained glass window is located 
at St. Patrickôs Church in Railton.  
This past summer, the parish 
celebrated its  175th Anniversary. 

Photo by Agnes Ritchie 

Advent and Christmas Blessings 

A Message from Archbishop Mulhall 
 

My dear faithful of the Archdiocese of Kingston ï Greetings to you in the 
Lord Jesus.   

This edition of Journey is published at a very special time for the Church. 
With the beginning of Advent (this year, on 1 December), the Church 
begins again a new year in the cycle of the celebration of our salvation 
through Jesus Christ. The season of Advent initiates that season of 
preparation for the Church to celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation, the 
birth of Christ. The Church eagerly awaits the beginning of this season, 
knowing of the riches presented for our celebration. This is also a season 
of short days and long nights. This yearly change in the natural cycle of the 
year can be a real challenge for many people. As I grow older, I have come 
to realize how significant this change can be for some among us, and to 
keep this fact in my thoughts and prayers, especially for those I encounter 
during my daily routine. 

This will be my first celebration of Advent and Christmas in the 
Archdiocese, and I eagerly anticipate the opportunity to live the mysteries 
of our faith together and to experience the mercy and goodness that God 
has shown towards his holy people. New to me this year will be the unique 
importance of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception in the 
Archdiocese. Since my years in the seminary, this feast day has become 
very dear to me. This year, as we celebrate the patronal feast day of the 
Archdiocese, I know that the experience will open to me another aspect of 
this marvelous mystery. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Spring Edition 2020ðApril 11-12; deadline March 6 
Fall Edition 2020ðSeptember 12-13; deadline August 7 

Winter Edition 2020ðDecember 12-13; deadline November 6 

As we begin Advent, the Churchôs liturgy gives to us four central persons ï the Prophet Isaiah, St. John the 
Baptist, the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph. Each plays a role in the Mass readings of Advent, and each 
remains in our prayers a powerful intercessor leading us to the mystery of Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God. 
This is the great mystery that we celebrate. It is a mystery which never grows old, because it is a reality so far 
beyond our comprehension. Each year, we are given this gift of re-celebrating Christmas, so as to enter more 
profoundly the wonder of Christ born as man. This is the great mystery, that the Divine comes into intimate 
contact with our created humanity. Christ humbles himself to be conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary, taking on our humanity in all ways except sin. 

On the first Sunday after Christmas, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. The quiet hidden life 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph at Nazareth is presented for our reflection, adoration and imitation. Here, the 
mundane and ordinary events of family life are sanctified. Here, in the Holy Family, Godôs love is present in a 
profound manner. With the family under special attack in our days, this Feast takes on even greater 
importance. Bishop Laval, the saintly first bishop of Canada at Quebec, had a great devotion to the Holy 
Family, which grew from the grave external threats to the family in the early years of New France. The health 
of the family is a concern for all, but especially for the Church, because she has always recognized that 
married life is the preeminent place where the love of God resides. Here, in the coming together of man and 
woman as husband and wife in marriage, the mystery of Christmas comes alive in the common aspects of 
family life. Here, in a unique way, the family, as the domestic Church, is the ordinary and common path for 
Jesus to reside in the lives of his people. It is for this reason that the family is honoured as the focus of the 
Churchôs present-day evangelization, catechesis, youth work, and sacramental life. No other relationship can 
match or replace this precious gift of God. We will reflect on this avenue at greater length in the months and 
years ahead. 

Quite naturally, Christmas is a family celebration. Travel to be with our loved ones, common meals and 
amusements together, the tradition of showing our love and affection through the giving of gifts - all these 
characteristics are a beautiful part of this wonderful season. And, as the family celebrates this feast, it 
naturally goes out of itself to think of others who do not share the joys of family life. That includes those who 
live on the edges of our society, the sick and the lonely. We also remember those who have chosen the 
single state. And yet, in all our religious observances and celebrations, an aspect of discipline is always 
present. To celebrate Advent and Christmas in our present North American reality requires that discipline, if 
only to make a conscious effort to step away from the vulgar commercialism which has seeped into every 
dimension of contemporary life.  

As our Knights of Columbus have so strongly proclaimed, let us keep Christ at the centre of our celebration of 
Christmas. We will then be assured of many blessings in this Holy Season. 

 
            À Michael Mulhall   

            Archbishop of Kingston   

Message from Archbishop Mulhall continued 
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The St. Dismas Archives Project 
Veronica Stienburg 

Archives are the storehouses of history that preserve 
the documentary evidence of activities, institutions, 
and individuals. The St. Dismas Archives at the Church 
of the Good Thief is being developed to preserve and 
make accessible the religious history of Kingston and 
Eastern Ontario. 

The need for a dedicated religious archive facility in 
Kingston was becoming apparent at the same time as 
the Archdiocese was considering the future of the 
Church of the Good Thief, which is located in the 
Portsmouth Village area of Kingston.  The church was 
built between 1892 and 1894 from limestone quarried, 
cut, and carried to the site by convict labour from the 
nearby Kingston Penitentiary. The Archdiocese wanted 
to re-purpose the building in a manner that would 
honour and respect its heritage as a place of worship 
and as an important landmark in Kingston. 

In 2015, a committee was formed to pursue the idea of converting the church into an archive facility for 
Archdiocesan records. Early in the process, it was determined that the Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph 
and the Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul were also looking for a permanent home for their 
Archives. The Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph had moved its Archives to a temporary space at Hotel Dieu 
Hospital in 2012, when the Regional House in Amherstview was closed. At the same time, the Sisters of 
Providence of St. Vincent de Paul had begun to consider the development of the Heathfield Motherhouse 
property, where the congregationôs Archives are currently housed, into Providence Village. Both 
congregations hoped to move their archival records into a state-of-the-art facility to preserve the legacy of the 
Sisters and to make historical records accessible for research. 

In order to convert the Church of the Good Thief into an archive facility, the exterior of the church would 
require extensive restoration work, especially the tower. It would also be important that the exterior of the 
building be structurally sound and weatherproof before starting on the conversion of the interior.  It was 
determined that the former rectory and the property surrounding the church would be sold to help fund the 
project. In 2018, Zalcho Construction purchased the rectory and surrounding property for residential 
development. Since then, Zalcho has been working with the Archdiocese to make the redevelopment of the 
Church of the Good Thief site an aesthetically cohesive project, with well-designed residential units and a 
professional archive facility together in a park-like setting. This vision respects the heritage of the site and its 
place within the Portsmouth community, while breathing new life into the historic church. 

In October 2018, the firm +VG Architects was hired to conduct an assessment of the exterior envelope of the 
church and to design the interior. +VG Architects has significant experience in the restoration of heritage 
church buildings and has brought a wealth of knowledge and expertise to the project. It is hoped that the St. 
Dismas Archives will be a trendsetting ecclesiastical 
archive facility which benefits from partnerships of 
likeminded institutions. Partnerships are key to the 
future of religious archives, as more and more 
institutions face decreasing numbers and resources. 

This is an exciting venture that will restore and 
preserve a valuable piece of architectural history, a 
beloved church building, and will provide a much-
needed permanent home for the documentary 
heritage of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Kingston, the Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de 
Paul, the Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph, and, 
perhaps, other religious organizations. 


