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Newsletter Editor’s Message
Below is a bit of Catholic background as it relates to the month of November. It is taken from
the website http://www.catholicculture.org, and it may serve as a little refresher for all of us.
____________________________________________________________________________
During November, as in all of Ordinary Time (Time After Pentecost), the Liturgy signifies and
expresses the regenerated life from the coming of the Holy Spirit, which is to be spent on the
model of Christ's Life and under the direction of His Spirit. As we come to the end of the Church
year we are asked to consider the end times, our own as well as the world's. The culmination of
the liturgical year is the Feast of Christ the King. "This feast asserts the supreme authority of
Christ over human beings and their institutions.... Beyond it we see Advent dawning with its
perspective of the Lord's coming in glory."— The Liturgy and Time, A.G. Mortimort.

For something of a non-religious nature, also taken from the website noted above, how about
some background on the national Thanksgiving holiday:
The tradition of eating goose as part of the Martin's Day celebration was kept in Holland even
after the Reformation. It was there that the Pilgrims who sailed to the New World in 1620
became familiar with this ancient harvest festival. When, after one year in America, they decided
to celebrate a three days' thanksgiving in the autumn of 1621, they went in search of geese for
their feast. We know that they also had deer (a present from the Indians), lobsters, oysters, and
fish. But Edward Winslow, in his account of the feast, noted that "Governor Bradford sent four
men on fowling so that we might after a more special manner rejoice together, after we had
gathered the fruit of our labours." They actually did find some wild geese, and a number of wild
turkeys and ducks as well.
The Pilgrim Fathers, therefore, in serving wild turkeys with the geese, inaugurated one of the
most cherished American traditions: the turkey dinner on Thanksgiving Day. They also drank,
according to the ancient European tradition, the first wine of their wild-grape harvest. Pumpkin
pie and cranberries were not part of the first Thanksgiving dinner in America, but were
introduced many years afterward.

