ST. AMBROSE CHURCH
HOUSTON, TEXAS

FEBRUARY 5, 2017

Masses
For Tho Wk
g
Monday, February 6

8:00AM Joseph A. Noska
Tuesday, February 7
8:00AM James T. Lenahan, IV
Wednesday, February 8
8:00AM Angie Scoggin and Sophie Lipscomb
7:00PM(Spanish) Maria del Carmen Fraga
Thursday, February 9
8:00AM Johnny Lynn Waltmon
Friday, February 10
8:00AM Lupe Rendon Arechiga
Saturday, February 11
8:00AM Souls In Purgatory
5:00PM Marian and Pete Stankovich
Sunday, February 12
8:00AM Larry Cargill and Angelina & Theodore
Twardowski
10:00AM Mary Bartniski
12:00Noon(Spanish) Agustin Fraga
5:00PM((English) Karl House

.:ikl\{
M, :.;, Far

Please remember the following who have asked for our
prayers: Maria Isabel Araujo, Tammy Babineck, Catherine
Bargers, Laverne Bonora, Jesus Calvillo Jr., John Culver, Albina
Diehl, Bill Kominczak, Henry Kopycinski, Ellen Marinucci, Robert
McCullough, Jr., Jack Moore, Peter and Nina Peropoulous, Ora
Nell Petrash, Araceli Rocha, Sammy Romano, Sophia Romano,
Christopher Sarchet, Landon Seeberger, , Louis Torres, Kathy Tullo
Daniel Vernon, Marjie Waltmon, Donald Weaver, David
Zaborowski, and Raul Zamarripa. .

Let us pray for all those who have given their life for our freedom and
for those who are serving in our military at home and abroad and
especially the following: Victor J. Broussard, Peter Zachary Carroll,
Samuel Castillo, Brandon Cook, Matthew Cook, Master Sgt.,, Dean
Crawford, Robert Freedman, Olivia Garza, Matthew Grissom, Timothy
Groh, Lee Anthony Guerrero, Andrew S. Gutierrez, Christopher Hernandez,
Lucas Hernandez Matthew Hernandez, Mia Hernandez, Sean Dietrich
Hrncir, Samuel Dylan Hrncir, Captain Mary Hrynyk, Captain Jason Hrynyk,
Anthony Handy, Ivan Ibabao, Elizabeth Grassmann l|babao, Robert
Marquez, Jr., Captain Andrew Locke, Daniel Martinez, John Martinez, Major
Kelly McGovern, Gamaliel Nava, Tony Noser, Dominic Patronella, Jeremy
Redman, Captain Jonathan Reed, Casey Rogers, Daniel Salinas, The
Smith Family, Oscar Sicola, Mertie St. Pierre, Adam M. Styers, and James
Andrew Tammaro.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION is every Saturday
from 3:30PM until 4:30PM

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

Oh, Lord, Giver of life and Source of our freedom, we know
that yours is “the earth and its fullness; the world and those
who dwell in it.” It is from your hand that we have received
all we have...and are...and will be.

Gracious and loving God, you call us to be the stewards of
your abundance, the caretakers of all you have entrusted to
us. Help us to use your gifts wisely and to share them
generously. May our faithful stewardship be the hallmark of
our discipleship, a visible sign of our commitment to Christ.

We pray with grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

~ A
(DS

',
'

“GO MAKE DISCIPLES’

2017 DIOCESAN FUND SERVICES

Our 2017 Diocesan Services Fund (DSF) begins this weekend in every
parish throughout the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. Christ calls us
to reach those who are sick or in need, to bless them, serve them, and
show them mercy. The thousands of people served by the ministries of
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston need your compassion and
generosity. Your kind gift to DSF enables us to reach out to people in this
parish and throughout the entire archdiocese through more than 60
important programs.

This week, all registered parishioners should have received a letter from
Cardinal DiNardo, along with a personalized pledge card, inviting you to
Go Make Disciples. Pray about your DSF 2017 commitment, then
complete the enclosed pledge card and return it via mail in the special
envelope provided or bring it to Mass next weekend. If you prefer, you
may go online at WWW.archgh.org/dsf to make your donation. Your
generosity will allow our Catholic community to continue many vital
programs and services. Our parish goal for this year is $72,000.00.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT is

every Wednesday after the 8:00AM Mass and on First Friday after
the 8:00AM Mass. .

WOMEN SEEKING THE ROAD LESS

TRAVELED is a monthly gathering for women ages 18 and
older who would like to learn about Consecrated Life. This
gathering is for sharing, food, prayer and support. You are invited
to visit website for locations and details or contact 713-652-8239
vocations @archgh.org.


http://www.archgh.org/dsf
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Readings for the Week of

FEBRUARY 5, 2017

Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5;
Mt 5:13-16
Monday Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs
Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24
and 35c; Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday Gn 1:20—2:4a; Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday  Saint Jerome Emiliani, Priest; Saint Josephine
Bakhita, Virgin
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29hc-30;
Mk 7:14-23
Thursday Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 7:24-30
Friday Saint Scholastica, Virgin
Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 7:31-37
Saturday Our Lady of Lourdes
Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10
Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34;
1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28,
33-34a, 37

ST. AMBROSE CHURCH IS PARTICIPATING IN A
VOCATION CROSS PROGRAM

We pray for all who generously share in Church ministry, in
particular for sisters, brothers, priests and deacons.

The Spirit is calling men and women and preparing boys and girls
from our day school and CCE program to serve in the Church. May
our prayer for vocations inspire all of us to listen attentively to the
call of God’s Spirit and respond with generous hearts.

HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS - Let us know your willingness to
take a Vocation Cross home for one week and pray for vocations.

You may call Sister Charline at 713-858-1613 for any questions
that you may have.

Father will present you with the Vocation Cross and prayers at the
Mass you are assigned. At the end of your week, return the
Vocation Cross and prayers to one of the ushers BEFORE Mass
begins.

For the month of February, please contact the following:
Twila Rogers

Carol Herman
Adrian Mendoza

Saturday, 5:00PM Mass
Sunday, 8:00AM Mass
Sunday, 10:00AM Mass
713-682-2242 for

Please call Sr. Charline at

information.

more

GIFTS FOR GOD
(January 29, 2017)

Offertory Envelopes $ 7.493.00

Loose Checks $ 4,060.02

Mail —Ins $ _657.00

Total $12,210.02
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention Ladies of St. Ambrose
Cenacle Silent Lenten Retreat

Growing in Intimacy with

God and Ourselves

Once again our parish ladies are invited to attend a retreat at the Cenacle
Retreat House, 420 N. Kirkwood, just off the Katy Freeway on March 10-
12, 2017. The days are scheduled with conferences with our retreat
master.

This retreat will be in contemplative silence until Sunday 12:30PM
lunch. Overnight accommodations are available for women. Men
are welcome as commuters. Minimum Offerings include meals.
Overnight Offering is $195 and Commuter Offering is $150. You
may register through the Cenacle Ministry Office or by calling
Juana Sandoval at 713-688-0702 or sandovaljujana42@yahoo.com

This retreat will be conducted by Rev. Louis Arceneaux, CM. Rev.
Arceneaux has been a priest in the Congregation of the Mission of
St. Vincent DePaul since 1966. His ministry has included
preaching parish missions and retreats and teaching sacramental
and liturgical theology in seminaries and serving in parish ministry.
He resides in New Orleans and continues to preach retreats and
missions and to offer spiritual direction. He also serves as the
Spiritual Director for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans and Promoter of Justice and Peace
for the Congregation of the Mission.
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ARTS AND CRAFTS — We are making Easter baskets for our
sale on April 2. Come and join the fun. For more information call
Sister Charline at 713-858- 1613.

Q

FOOD FOR THOUGHT - In the Gospel today Jesus gives

us the Beatitudes, which embodies a radically alternative vision of
life, and we find that God indeed calls us to blessedness.

UPDATE FROM ST. VINCENT - Last month through your
gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to proclaim the
Good News of the Kingdom to the poor by assisting 54 families
with $2,128 for rent and $104 for utilities. We also provided 126
children and 80 seniors with Christmas gifts! — Thank you.


mailto:sandovaljujana42@yahoo.com
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BAZAAR NEWS

Our Parish Family Bazaar will be held on Sunday,
April 30, 2017.

We are calling all Cooks and Chili Lovers! in
conjunction with the St. Ambrose Bazaar, Sunday, April 30, there
will be a Chili Cook-off included in the fun. Chili tasting and
voting for PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD. Entry fee $50. 100%
of entry fees benefit St. Ambrose Church. For more information
and rules, please contact Gerald Nixon nixongerald@yahoo.com.

ATTENTION:
GOLDEN YOUTH TRIP
March 18, 2017, Saturday

Parishioners 50 years and older.

On Saturday, March 18, the Golden Youth Club of St. Ambrose
will be taking a bus trip to enjoy live theater. We will leave St.
Ambrose at 1:15 p.m. and start our afternoon with a matinee play at
Stages Theater. We will be enjoying Denise Fennell as she returns
as sister in Late Nite Catechism, Till Death Do Us Part. Sister will
be offering up lessons on the sacraments of marriage and last rites
with a version of the Newlywed Game. There will be classroom
participation, so bring your sense of humor.

After the matinee, we will be having a dutch-treat dinner at Chatters
Café and Bistro. Chatters has agreed to do separate checks for
everyone with the gratuity added to each check.

The tour is limited to persons 50 years or older and bus seating.
Your cost will be your dinner (with added gratuity), and $22.50
ticket cost. | will need to collect the ticket money by February 10,
since the tickets must be paid for by February 15.

Seniors interested in joining us on this trip contact Carol Herman at
713-688-6509 or email c.a.herman@comcast.net
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BINGO will be held Tuesday, February 7, at 7:15PM in the
auditorium. We will be calling three (3) Bonus Ball Numbers. Bring
your friends and neighbors for an evening of fun and camaraderie.

LET US MEET FOR A MEAL - Widows and Widowers are
invited to meet for a meal today, Sunday, February 5, at 2:00PM at
Spaghetti Western, 1951 TC Jester. On Sunday, February 12, we
will meet at Jason’s Deli, 290 Feeder. Call Sister Charline at 713-
858-1613 or just show up!

ALL MEN OF THE PARISH ARE
INVITED
MEN’S CLUB - - Men’s Club will meet on Monday,

February 20, at 7:00PM in the auditorium. Come for an evening of
making new friends and see who belongs to our parish! The
Men’s Club is a very important organization in our parish. Come
and find out what they do for our parish and how you can become
a member.

BLACK AND INDIAN MISSIONS

The annual National Collection for the Black and Indian
Missions is scheduled for the weekend of March 4 and 5,
2017. Your support of this collection has helped open that
door of faith for Native Americans and African Americans.

Evangelization efforts among African Americans, Native
Americans, Eskimo and Aleut communities, Churches and
schools depend on the annual evangelization grants to
continue building their Christian communities and sharing
the joy of knowing Christ. This collection provides
opportunities for a solid Catholic education in our Indian and
Black Catholic mission schools, allows the purchase of
catechetical materials and bibles, and provides for the
formation of lay leadership, to name just a few ways the
collection supports evangelization.

Please give generously to the Black and Indian Mission
Collection. This collection is more than your monetary
support - it is an opportunity to evangelize and further the
missionary cause of bringing the Gospel to our African
American and Native American brothers and sisters.

May God bless you for your support.

LITURGICAL NEWS

Please know that there is appropriate dress for those
attending Mass and coming to the Lord’s table on Sundays or
daily mass. Ladies should have their shoulders and backs
covered and no plunging necklines or short shorts.
Gentlemen should at least wear nice shirts and slacks. If you
are serving as a Liturgical Minister: Usher, Hospitality, Extra-
Ordinary Minister, or an Altar Server, you are asked not to
wear flip-flops, tennis shoes, shorts and please no jean or
sweatpants. We appreciate your cooperation.

Also, please refrain from bringing Food and Drinks into the
Church, such as Cheerios, Raisins, candy, gum, drinks, etc.,
out of respect to our prayerful environment. In order to keep
our church clean and inviting for all those who come for Mass,
it is necessary that we all do our part!


mailto:nixongerald@yahoo.com
mailto:c.a.herman@comcast.net

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMES

Domingo 5 de Febrero 2017

5to. Domingo Tiempo Ordinario

Isaias 58,7-10: Romperé tu luz como la aurora

Salmo 111: El justo brilla en las tinieblas como una luz
1 Corintios 2,1-5: Os anuncié el misterio de Cristo
crucificado

Mateo 5,13-16: Vosotros sois la luz del mundo

Las lecturas de hoy tienen como tema central la
justicia de Dios, expresada plenamente en el amor
misericordioso para con el projimo. El relato que leemos del
profeta Isaias se enmarca en el contexto del ayuno, en donde
se realiza una fuerte critica al pueblo de Israel por sus
practicas religiosas desarticuladas de la fe y la justicia con
los pobres. El profeta Ilama a realizar el verdadero culto a
Yahvé, ligado intimamente con la justicia y la misericordia.
Las practicas religiosas deben salir del corazén y deben dar
como fruto una verdadera justicia social, concretizada en el
compartir del pan con el hambriento, en la solidaridad con
los que sufren, en preocuparse visceralmente por los
hermanos pobres, pues en ellos, en los abatidos, en los mal
vistos, es donde el mismo Dios se revela; es en ellos donde
la luz de Dios se hace presente; es donde el Dios de Israel
verdaderamente habita.

En relacién con lo anterior, Pablo expresa a los
corintios que el misterio de Dios anunciado por él no se
fundamenta en la sabiduria humana, sino en el mismo Sefior
crucificado, lo cual significa que es Dios quien ha actuado en
Pablo y en la comunidad. Es relevante que Pablo se refiera a
la cruz de Cristo como el elemento esencial de su
predicacion. Con ello quiere hacer presente el verdadero
rostro de Dios que se revela no a los sabios ni a los
poderosos, sino a los mas vulnerables de la sociedad. De ahi
gue el anuncio de la Palabra transformadora de Dios no
pertenezca al mundo de la sabiduria humana, sino a la fuerza
salvifica del Espiritu de Dios; es decir, que la fe y su debido
comportamiento moral, sintetizado en la justicia y en la
misericordia, sea una iniciativa exclusiva de Dios, una
accion liberadora que penetra en el corazon del ser humano y
gue lo empuja a actuar de una manera coherente con la
Palabra escuchada. Por tanto, el anuncio del misterio de Dios
realizado por Pablo a la comunidad griega de Corinto es su
propia experiencia de Cristo; lo que realmente anuncia es la
vivencia de ese mensaje.

El evangelio de hoy, de Mateo, expresa cual es la
mision de los creyentes de todos los tiempos: ser sal y luz
para el mundo. Tanto la sal como la luz son elementos
necesarios en la vida cotidiana de las familias. La sal da
sabor a las comidas, conserva los alimentos, purifica; en la
antigua Palestina servia para encender y mantener el fuego
de los hornos de tierra. Por su parte, como es sabido, la luz
disipa las tinieblas, ilumina y orienta a las personas; es la
metéfora perfecta que emplea el AT para hacer referencia a
Dios; y es la tarea de los profetas y en especial la del Mesias:

ser luz de las naciones (Is 42,6). Sal y luz, entonces, hablan
de la tarea del seguidor fiel de JesUs: Expresar la fe, su
integracion con el proyecto de Dios a traves del testimonio
de vida, a través de las buenas obras, de los buenos frutos;
tiene la mision de mantener el sabor y la luminosidad de la
Palabra de Dios en todo tiempo y lugar del mundo --empresa
que Unicamente se logra por medio de una conciencia plena
de la necesidad de fomentar en la comunidad mundial la
justicia y la solidaridad entre los hermanos.
¢Y cuando la Iglesia no es «luz del mundo», sino que
también aporta oscuridad, el pecado de sus fieles y hasta de
sus sacerdotes, y la falta de renovacion para ser sal de la
tierra? También hay que preguntarse eso. Porque la frase del
evangelio no es una declaracion dogmatica que nos haga
inmunes al mal... El mal y el pecado también se adentran en
nuestras vidas, y en la del colectivo eclesial, y hace falta
coraje para verlo, para reconocerlo, y para combatirlo.
Combatir el mal, también cuando lo vemos dentro de nuestra
propia Iglesia, es un deber. No es mayor amor el de que
prefiere callar... Ciertamente que la denuncia del mal de la
Iglesia tiene que ser por amor, pero un amor probablemente
conflictivo, que encontrard resistencias. Pero el amor no es
capaz de callar de forma cémplice, cuando se siente en la
obligacion de combatir el mal, precisamente por amor.
Con la colaboracién de Servicio Biblico Latinoamericano

Horario de Servicios

Lunes a Sdbado
8:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
Miércoles
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
ler. Viernes del Mes
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
Sabado
5:00 p.m. Misa en Ingles
Domingo
8:00 y 10:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
12:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
5:00 p.m. Misa de J6venes
Miércoles
Exposicién del Santisimo 8:30 a.m. a 6:45 p.m.
Rosario en Espafiol 10:00 a.m.
Oracién de la Divina Misericordia 3:00 p.m.

Confesiones
Miércoles de 6:00 a 6:45 p.m.
Sabado de 3:30 a 4:30 p.m.
N Misa de JOvenes
N\ }\'vi’”, 2~ La misa es a las 5:00 p.m.
i ﬂ ler y 3er domingo en espafiol
N 2do y 4to domingo en Inglés

5to domingo del mes seré bilingie
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W N inyitamos arezar e! Santo Rosario

{ 5 ‘;’ en la iglesia cada domingo a las

\y‘k <+ 4 11:30am. para prepararnos a celebrar
. la Santa Eucaristia.

S
Adoracién ante el O
Santisimo Sacramento - ¢
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Oracion y meditacion ante el Santisimo Sacramento son dos
maneras de ofrecer a Dios. Usted puede pedir por sus
necesidades o las de sus seres queridos, reflexionar en su
palabra o solamente acompafiarle. El realmente quiere verte.
La Exposicién son todos los miércoles después de la misa de
8:00 a.m. hasta las 6:45 p.m. en la capilla. Seguido de la misa en
espafiol a las 6:30 p.m.

RETIRO DE
ACTS PARA MUJERES

%

Los Retiros de ACTS enriquecen nuestra vida enfocandose en:

ADORACION y Oracion Diaria

COMUNIDAD: como miembro del Cuerpo de Cristo
TEOLOGIA: por medio del estudio de las Sagradas
Escrituras y las Ensefianzas de la Iglesia Catolica
SERVICIO: Con énfasis en la virtud del servicio al Sefior, a
la Iglesia y al préjimo.

Costo de Inscripcion $ 190.00
La cuota de inscripcién incluye todas las comidas,
alojamiento y transporte. El retiro de mujeres sera del 2 al 5
de Marzo. Para mas informacién Ilame a Hilda Bernal al
713-355-0512, Lucero Barajas 713-443-2933 o a la Oficina
de San Ambrosio al 713-686-3497

\\iDg-“ Vayan y Formen Di
(\;7 Fondo de Servicios Diocesanos 2017

Nuestro Fondo de Servicios Diocesanos del afio 2017
comienza el préoximo fin de semana en cada parroquia de la
Arquidiécesis de Galveston-Houston. Cristo nos llama a
acercarnos a aquellos que se encuentran enfermos o
necesitados, para bendecirles, servirles y mostrarles
misericordia. Las miles de personas que reciben servicios de
los ministerios de la Arquidi6cesis necesitan de su compasion y
generosidad. Su amable contribuciéon al DSF nos da los medios
para ofrecer asistencia a las personas de esta parroquia, asi
como por toda la Arquididcesis por conducto de mas de 60
importantes programas.

Esta semana, todos los feligreses registrados recibiran
una carta del Cardinal DiNardo, adjunta a una tarjeta de
compromiso personal, invitindoles a Ir y Formar Discipulos.
Ore sobre su compromiso para el DSF del afio 2017, después
llene la tarjeta de compromiso incluida, y regrésela por correo
en el sobre especial suministrado, o 11évela a Misa el proximo
fin de semana. Si usted prefiere, visite la pagina internet
www.archgh.org/dsf para hacer su donacién. Su generosidad le
permitird a nuestra comunidad Catélica continuar con un gran
numero de programas y servicios vitales. La meta de nuestra
parroquia este afio es de $72,000.

TALLERES DE ORACION Y VIDA

APRENDE A ORAR PARA APRENDER A VIVIR
Fundador: Padre Ignacio Larrafiaga

Por medio de un complejo extremado de meditaciones sobre la
palabra, oracion intensiva, reflexion comunitaria y ejercicios de
silenciamientos irds superando paso a paso el mundo interior de
angustias, ansiedades y tristezas.

Como efecto de una vivencia profunda de la fe y del abandono,
irds inundandote de una profunda paz.

Este taller es gratis el cual consta de 15 sesiones y dara inicio el
Lunes 6 de Febrero del 2017 de 7:00 a 9:00 p.m. para mas
informacion llame a Griselda Blanco al 713-409-2825

BAUTIZOS
~e
“ 3 Q\'z'
Los bautizos son el domingo después de la
Misa de 12:00 p.m

Las fechas de los bautizos son las siguientes:
19 de Febrero 19 de Marzo
16 de Abril 21 de Mayo
Necesita llenar la forma de registro y entregarla con una copia
del certificado de nacimiento del bebé. Los papas y los
padrinos deben tomar las clases para bautizos.

Clases para bautizos:
Las clases para bautizos son el primero y segundo martes del
mes de 7:00 a2 9:00 p.m. en el saléon A
Las siguientes clases para bautizos son:
Febrero 7y 14,2017 Marzo 7y 14, 2017
Abril 4y 11, 2017 Mayo 2y 9. 2017

Encuentro Matrimonial Mundial
Te invita a hacer de tu buen matrimonio
uno mejor viviendo esta experiencia
transformadora que serd el 17, 18, 19, Febrero
Para mas informacion llame a

Tony y Esmeralda Vasquez al 713-628-2039
0 vasgtony@shcglobal.net

C ()
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FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Sunday Masses, special Archdiocesan Liturgies, and

other services and celebrations. Anyone with an interest in Music
or Singing is encouraged to join one of the choirs briefly outlined below. For
more information, please contact Veronica Stevens, Music Director, at
281-440-4445, or visit with her after any weekend Mass.

CHORALE, Saturday evening Mass at 5:00PM
Contact Veronica Stevens at 281-440-4445

FAMILY CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 8:00AM
Contact Bob Korst at 3-688-0046

LITURGICAL CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 10:00AM
Contact Veronica Stevens at 281-440-4445

SPANISH CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 12:00Noon
Contact Alpha Omega Cruz— 281-808-3430

PRAYER BLANKET MINISTRY - Pprayer

blankets are lap size, made with two coordinating pieces of
material, sewn with love and prayers for those who receive them.
This prayer blanket is a symbol of a faith-sharing community’s
“covering of prayer” for the individuals who use them.

If you can sew some prayer blankets, please call Sister Charline
713-858-1613.

REFLECTIONS
ON CHRISTIAN PARENTING

In the first days of our child’s life, we begin to teach what it is to be a
Catholic Christian ...loving touches, soft voicers, playful expressions,
holding the baby close when they cry, feeding when hungry...early
feelings in a child that speak of loving parents, a loving world, a loving
God. Your fears, hopes, dreams, disappointments are felt by the child as
he/she grows. You are the first TEACHER and the most influential one
your child will ever have. However, God does not call you to be
professors or theologians, but simply to be Christian parents...to live in the
knowledge of His love for you and to do your best to imitate Him.

Children learn about acceptance and respect for others the first time they
come in from a fight or disagreement. The words used will be their first
real teaching on love of neighbor, respect for self and others. Fairness and
justice can only be taught in a home that believes in equality. Jokes,
sarcasm and unkind remarks about those who are different from us make a
lasting impression on children and cannot be easily erased...not even by
the finest catechist or Catholic school teacher.

A child’s worth is determined by what is experienced in the family. This
is the place where one can feel special and unique in a positive
way...belonging in a climate of caring and concern for one another. They
learn to like themselves and as a result can begin to openly like others.

Asking for Christian membership for our children through Baptism
requires that we have a living, active faith in order that we may effectively
“enable our children to know God” as required in the Rite of Baptism for
Children.




