Open to God’s Call

In the First Reading, God is speaking to
Solomon in a dream. Solomon is offered
whatever he wants. God is greatly pleased
by Solomon’s request for wisdom (not power or worldly
riches) in order to better govern his people. God grants his
noble desire, and Solomon became known throughout Jewish history as the wisest of kings. ● In the Responsorial
Psalm we find the Jewish attitude toward law, God’s commands, to be one of great gratitude. They saw God’s law
as, His wisdom expressed, and an incredible gift of mercy.
In their view, God showed them how to live the good life
by giving them His commandments. May we follow their
exemplary attitude toward God’s commands and see the
life-giving power of His laws. ● In the Second Reading, St.
Paul explains what it means to be predestined. God called
us into existence with love, and predestined (invited) us to
share in His life. Predestination is an invitation. It is a process: He calls us, then, pursuant to our response, He justifies us; then finally, He glorifies us in the next life. This
great love God has for us fills us with awe and tremendous
gratitude. ● Today’s Gospel gives us three allegories to
show the kind of response we can have to encountering
God’s kingdom. The desire to abandon previously considered priorities in order to acquire the much more precious
(like selling all to purchase a field of buried treasure or an
extremely valuable pearl) or deciding to say no to lesser
goods to obtain a greater good. The third and last allegory
revisits the theme of the final separation of the good from
the bad at the end of time, reminding us that in the meantime we must choose between the kingdom of light and that
of darkness. At the end is the story of the good scribe,
which serves as an important reminder to be willing to go
beyond our usual preferences in order to find the good and
the true wherever it is, otherwise we might miss out on
something God wants us to know.

your blessings with our brothers and
sisters, and to experience the joy of life
in your presence. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Faith First

Prayer of the Week

Let us pray for the faith to recognize God’s presence in our
world. ● God our Father, open our eyes to see your hand at
work in the splendor of creation, in the beauty of human
life. Touched by your hand our world is holy. Help us to
cherish the gifts that surround us, to share

Salvation History

The story of God’s self-disclosure, God’s saving action in
history, is known as salvation history. The story of God’s
generous love began with the creation of our first parents.
After their fall god promised to redeem us and gave hope
of eternal life to the human race. God’s abiding love revealed itself in covenant--loving agreements between God
and humans. For example, in the covenant with Noah after
the Flood, God immediately began to reach out to the divided peoples with the goals of eventually uniting all people in Christ our Lord. ● A profound event in God’s plan
was the covenant with Abraham and the creation of the
nation of Israel. Through the patriarchs, the founding fathers of Israel, and Moses, through whom God revealed the
divine law, God taught the people of Israel to acknowledge
him as the one true God. Through prophets like Isaiah and
Jeremiah, God gave Israel hope for salvation: a future Messiah who would write a new covenant in the hearts of all
humans. The poor and humble, whose dependence on God
was shown beautifully in the life of Mary the Mother of
God, bear this hope in a special way. ● Salvation history
reached its high point in the coming of Jesus Christ, the
fullness of God’s revelation. Jesus is the Word of God
made flesh, the Son, who lived among us, taught us in human words and deeds about his Father, and completed the
Father’s work of salvation. Jesus is God’s final Word; God
has no other word to give us. To see Jesus is to see the Father. ● God’s self-communication and plan for us require a
response on our part. That response is known as “faith,” a
commitment of our whole lives to a loving God and a resounding “yes” to the truths God has shared with us in
Christ our Lord. The letter to the Hebrews defines faith as
the “assurance of things we hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). ● Faith, like revelation, is
a free gift of God. through the action of the Holy Spirit, the
gift of faith enables us to submit our wills and intellects to
God. It binds us to God in a love relationship, giving us
conviction, commitment, and trust.
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In Memoriam
John Ingoglia ● July 12, 2020
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon him.

Please Pray for the Sick
Gene Sirois, Delia Chavez, Dick Grutzmacher, Rick Barbaria,
Gene Yeager, Margarita Enriquez, Marjorie Green, Robert
McAleese, Helena Enright, John Vostrez, Robin Aurelius,
Diana Zuniga, Suzy Riehl, Isabel Harper, Richard Honey,
Dale Wooldridge, Donnald Anderson, Nancy McGarry, Patrick Valenzuela, Michael Fletcher, Gary Pepe, William Daniel
Reed, Stephanie Merenda, Victoria Generoso, Jim Collins,
Robert Arkebauer, Libby Basurto, Dena Foster-Cook, Marie
Schumacher, Josephine Haddock, G.R. Gurley, Darren
Stewart, Marge Mugartegui, Angel Curiel, Phillip Worth,
Sonia Damiano, Ava Grace Arnold, Karen Amnon, Mary
Terese Henricksen, Pamela Saenz, Stan Boyd, David Hunn,
Addison Parker, Brett Stover, Norma Clark, Robert Clark, Jr.

O God, protector of those who hope in you,
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Parish Pen Pal Project

Meetings & Events

bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and guide us.

