

















DECEMBER 20, 2020

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Fourth Sunday of Advent

FROM AGE TO AGE AND PLACE TO PLACE

There is a teaching from the rabbis that “When
Israel wanders, God stays with them; when Israel stays
in one place, God wanders.” Of course God never left
the chosen people; this is the rabbis’ way of saying
that human beings can get too grounded in earthly
things and dwelling places. Our hearts get crowded,
there is no room, and so God must wander. The people
of ancient Israel were for much of their history a no-
madic, wandering, tribal people. Their time in the de-
sert and their years of exile in Babylon were the high
points of their religious formation. Many feared that if
a mortal ascended the throne of Israel as king, then
God would be dethroned as the true king of Israel.
Likewise they feared that if God had a permanent
dwelling or temple, then they would no longer know
the shekinah of God, their term for God pitching a tent
in their midst, joining them as a companion in their
journey. These fears underlie the voice of the prophet
Nathan in today’s first reading.

A PLACE FOR GOD TO DWELL

In a few short days, on Christmas morning, we
will hear John’'s Gospel account of the incarnation:
“And the Word became Flesh, and came to dwell
among us” (John 1:14). John uses the Greek version of
shekinah to emphasize that Jesus, God among us,
pitched his tent on earth to be our companion on our
journey. For much of his earthly ministry, Jesus was an
itinerant preacher, a nomad. While most of us live in
permanent places and are not called to this kind of
mobility, we would do well to ask if there is still a place
in our hearts for Jesus to pitch his tent. As we have
surely heard and read over the past several weeks, we
ought to “keep Christ in Christmas.” This is a lesson for
all seasons today, a lesson that Israel struggled to
learn, a lesson that our own Church has struggled with
as it assumed the trappings of earthly status. We need
to make sure that when God-in-Flesh comes knocking
at our door, we can respond that there is plenty of
room within.
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Cuarto Domingo de Adviento

DE EDAD EN EDAD Y DE SITIO EN SITIO

Hay una ensenanza de los rabinos que dice
que “Cuando Israel vaga, Dios permanece con ellos;
cuando Israel se detiene en un sitio, Dios vaga”. Claro
que Dios nunca abandoné a su pueblo escogido; esta
es la forma de los rabinos decir que los seres hu-
manos pueden apegarse demasiado a las cosas y a
los hogares terrenales. Nuestro corazén esta ati-
borrado, no hay espacio, y Dios tiene que alejarse. El
pueblo del antiguo Israel fue, por gran parte de su his-
toria un pueblo némada, errante, tribal. Su tiempo en
el desierto y sus anos en el exilio de Babilonia fueron
los puntos sobresalientes de su formacion religiosa.
Muchos temian que si un mortal subia al trono de Isra-
el como rey, Dios iba a ser destronado como verdade-
ro rey de Israel. Igualmente temian que si Dios fijaba
su morada en el templo, ya no conocerian la shekinah
de Dios, el simbolo de que Dios colocaba una tienda
en medio de ellos uniéndose a ellos como companero
en sus viajes. Estos temores se reflejan en la voz del
profeta Natan en la primera lectura de hoy.

UN SITIO PARA QUE DIOS HABITE

Dentro de pocos dias, en la manana de Navi-
dad, oiremos la narracion de la Encarnacion en el
Evangelio de Juan: “Y el Verbo se hizo carne y habité
entre nosotros”. Juan usa la version griega de sheki-
nah, para enfatizar que Jesls, Dios con nosotros,
armoé su tienda en la tierra para ser nuestro com-
panero de viaje. Por casi todo su ministerio en la tier-
ra, Jesls fue un predicador itinerante, un némada.
Aunque la mayoria de nosotros vive en sitios perma-
nentes y no somos llamados a esta clase de mo-
vilidad, seria bueno que nos preguntaramos si adln
hay lugar en nuestro corazén para que Jesls arme su
tienda. Seguramente hemos oido y leido durante las
Gltimas semanas, que debemos “conservar el naci-
miento de Cristo en la Navidad”. Esta es una leccion
para todas las estaciones hoy, una leccion que Israel
aprendié con dificultad, una lecciéon con la que nues-
tra Iglesia ha luchado al asumir los adornos del estado
terrenal. Nece-
sitamos estar se-
guros de que cuan-
do Dios hecho Carne
toca nuestra puerta,
podremos responder
que hay suficiente
espacio adentro.
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%j With compassion and concern we pray
for those in need of our prayers:
ray fOF . Lori Alfano, Michael Alfano, Phil Babin,

Karl Barker, Connie Bassemeir, Tommy
Bittel, Jr., Renee Bergeron, Harold Bolognha, Robert Boovy,
Emma Borges, Willie, Boye, Jolele Canova Brignac, Dan Bris-
tol, Robbie Brown, Egla Buevara, Reid Butler, Judy Bush,
Jeneen Callais, Rev. Ronnie Calkins, Kaylee Campo, Nancy
Campeaux, Adele Canova, Claire Carbo, Janice Childress,
Carson Coen, Casey Coen, Pearl Coli, Carolyn Crowall, Adam
Cusimano, Quinn Dantagnhan, Emma Davis, Jerry Davidson,
Adam Delaune, Llyod Delaune, Rick Dichiara, Nancy &
Dennis Eschmann, Sue Estapa, Cheryl Espinal, George
Espinal, Jeraldine Fast, Catherine Federer, Marilyn Fekete,
William Fekete, Linda Fortoda, Brandon Foto, Jude Foto, Sr.,
Karen Foto, Monique Foto, Zack Foto, Leon Giaccone, Bob
Gaudet, Darlene Gravis, Donald Gray, Emily Gray, Anna
Guale, Jim Halibut, Suzanne Hammel, Wyatt Hawley, Harold
Heller, Rene Hernandez, Trudy Hodgson, Alexander Howell,
Larry Hymel, Joshua lvy, Baby Ellie Kahn, Christine Kennedy,
Jeanne Kennedy, Shannon Lambert, Catherine Landry, Baby
Elijah David Landry, Cindy Lauff, Sherry Lemoine, Steve
Lemoine, Regina Lussier, Eddie Mahne, George Mazzeno,
Patricia Matherne, Margarite Michel, Raymond Michel, Rosa
Millano, Brian Mills, Richard Minton, Kenny Molony, Melissa
Moskau, Paulette Motly, Claudette Nenos, Surigao del
Norte, Harland Northcott, Jacob Lopez-Nunoz, Jana O’Con-
nor, Charlene & Marlon Parris, Darryl Patton, Anthony
“Bubby” Pellittere, Lloyd Perrin, George Pritchard, Michelle
Pritchett, Patricia Rachel, Jeanne Ricard, Marsha Robert,
Robert Rockvoan, Billy Rodriguez, Melanie Rogers, Abbey
Roux, Garland Ruiz, Chris Sachatano, Gina Salito, David
Slatinsky, Steve Samrow, Rose Maria Santos, Charlie
Sapia, Cheryl Schaff, Peter Schaff, Susan Schaff, John
Schultz, Luca Scocerria, Erma Scudari, Jackie Sison, Pat
Slate, Evan, Karen & Sean Smith, Mary Smith, Seth Smith,
Joyce Sonnier, Jude Soto, Angela Spencer, Linda Speziale,
Eric Steen, Jim Stennet, Kathy Stubbs, Karen Stubby,
Monique Stubby, Darry Tineg, Don Turley, Jr., Nicholas
Dale Tynes, Sherry Vicknair, Cary Vinet, Candy Volk, Toni
Wahl, Rock Whitfield, Foster Wimberly.
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December 6, 2020
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Weekly Expenses for the Week Ending
December 4th $ 18,343.30
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- FUNERALS MEMORIALS CREMATIONS

TrL 504.466.8577

2607 WILLIAMS BLvD. ¢ KENNER, LA 70062

Enthronement of the Sacred Heart ~
Would you like to have the Enthrone-
ment of the Sacred Heart in your
Home? Every Catholic Home should
have this devotion. It will help to make

your home a place of prayer and bring
" your family closer together with each
other and with Jesus. To find out more
about the Enthronement contact the
Church Office 466-4511.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-
12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45

Tuesday: 1Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk
1:46-56

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,
27, 29; Lk 1:67-79

Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-
14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;
Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]

Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6,
8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps

128:1-5
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