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Our Savior has risen! This Easter day, the resurrection of Jesus reminds us 

that God makes all things new. He has given us the same resurrection, 

power to live free from sin and death and to have a life fully ALIVE! 

While it's easy to forget the real reason for this holiday, let's take a 

moment to put aside the Easter bunny, egg hunts, and baskets filled with 

goodies and remember the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus and his resurrection 

from the grave.  



    Sacred Heart Catholic School                            
    7th Annual Giving Campaign 

 
 

  SHOW YOUR CARDINAL 
PRIDE  

Be a CARING CARDINAL!  

 
 

Be a Caring Cardinal and positively impact the lives of God’s 
children at our school.  Thank you to those who have already 

donated OVER $15,000 towards our campaign!  This once a year financial 
ask is important to our future.   

   
 

 ONLINE gifting is FAST using the link below or our kiosks in the Gathering Space or Parish Center.   

 ONLINE GIVING LINK- https://app.securegive.com/sacredheartshawano/Parish 

 Our enrollment is the HIGHEST it has been in 16 school years!  

 Your cash/check donations can be given to the school office, placed in the collection baskets during 

Mass or dropped off at the Parish Center. 

 Please LABEL mailed or online donations– ‘Annual Giving Campaign’ 
 

Contact Autumne Gee, Director of  Admissions & Development, for more information at  agee@sacredheartshawano.org or call    

her directly at 715-526-5328 Ext: 3203.  
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Fr. Scott Valentyn  

 

  Well folks, it’s my ‘favorite’ time of year again: Lent!  Of course, I put ‘favorite’ in quotes because I 

REALLY don’t like Lent.  Now, as much as I complain about not enjoying Lent because it’s difficult, the fact 

of the matter is, Lent is a very good thing for all of us. We live in a world of next-day delivery and 

immediate gratification. The freedom to do and have almost anything we want without a moment’s hesitation is, in the long 

run, not the best thing for us.  It leads to us feeling entitled and just getting spiritually lazy.  Lent is a perfect time to practice 

what’s called “delayed gratification.”  The simple act of waiting to have something we want or even fasting from that thing 

can help us to grow by leaps and bounds in our relationship with God.  Our small sacrifices throughout this season can 

remind us of the infinitely larger sacrifice that God made for us.  Plus, as Christians we are called to imitate Christ.  Just as 

He took 40 days to fast and sacrifice in the desert, we can take 40 days to make little sacrifices for God and others.  

Finally, when we make it through this time of sacrifice, we can all feast and celebrate the resurrection on Easter.  And we 

all know how much more enjoyable something can be when we have kept it from ourselves, even for a little while.  So let’s 

survive Lent so we can celebrate Easter!     
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Gary Cumberland 
(School Principal)  

  The school for the most part has been face to face.  Almost one year ago (March 13, 2020) all of the schools in 
the state of Wisconsin were shut down for the remainder of the school year.  We were determined to bring our 
students back to school for this school year.  The year started out a little rough and we had to go virtual for three 

weeks and two days in late September, because we had a few staff members test positive for COVID and no substitutes to cover 
classes.  Once we returned from virtual learning in mid October we have been able to remain face to face.  We believe that the many 
precautions we have put in place such as commercial air purifiers in each classroom, masking, social distancing, frequent hand 
washing, and a disinfectant misting machine has allowed us to continue to deliver face to face instruction.  We are currently working 
on getting the vaccination for staff members who would like to receive it.  We have received some financial support from the Federal 
government to help get the supplies we needed to help keep us face to face and the students and staff as safe as possible.  Please 
continue to pray that we can continue to stay face to face and that we can soon return to some sort of normalcy for our students and 
staff. 
 

One curricular item we are working on is to update our current science curriculum.  The current curriculum is a number of years old 
and some of the science standards have changed since then.  We need to keep up with those changes with a new curriculum.  The 
teachers have heard a presentation that focuses more on the hands-on learning part of science.  It also focuses on problem solving 
through experimentation and observation.  We feel that this type of approach will allow us to develop more creative thinkers and allow 
us to more intentionally infuse our Catholic faith into the instruction.  This is a decision that needs to be made by the end of April. 
 

As we prepare for next school year, we need to start looking at projected student numbers for next school year.  Autumne Gee, our 
Director of Admission and Development has been working at trying to firm up these numbers.  She has been doing some recruiting by 
taking parents on individual school tours, responding to telephone inquiries, and scheduling a modified open house for our potential 3 
and 4 year old students and parents.  Through her efforts this past school year we increased by 20 students and she believes we 
could increase by as much as 30 students for this coming school year.  Besides class size, we reviewed tuition and made 
adjustments to account for some of the cost increases that we have been experiencing over the past few years. 
 

This past year we needed to go through an accreditation process to keep our school accredited so that we can continue to receive 
CHOICE funding.  This is on a six year cycle so every sixth year we need to demonstrate that we are a quality school, that we are 
reaching the needs of our students academically as well as spiritually.  They typically have onsite visits but with the pandemic they 
needed to go through this process virtually this year.  I am happy to say that the visiting team recommended that we receive 
accreditation without stipulations.  I have been told that this type of recommendation is rare and that we should be proud of our 
accomplishments.  The one characteristic of Sacred Heart Catholic School that stood out to the team was just how much we 
embraced our mission and loved our school.   The following is that comment that they highlighted over and over in their report. 
 

“Overall, the Mission and Catholic Identity are being lived out in the school.  During each interview with staff, there was a passion for 
the school and the mission to instill the Word of God in the students and challenge them to live the mission.  Parents also expressed 
their desire for students to attend Sacred Heart because of the strong mission to develop children who know Jesus in all they do.” 
 

With that said I wanted to leave you with that mission that is being lived out each day here at Sacred Heart School and I want you to 
know just how proud I am to be a part of such a dedicated staff that works each day to see that we are living our mission.  Thanks for 
all of your thoughts and prayers for our students and staff. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Gary Cumberland 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Sacred Heart Catholic School educates our students to witness for themselves and others, the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus. Therefore let us work cooperatively to ensure the optimum academic, spiritual, 
physical and social growth of every student. 

 



 

  

                  Lenten Opportunities 2021 

 
Fridays thru March 26 ~ Stations of the Cross 
6:00pm-7:00pm in Church 

 

Lenten Fish Fry – take out only:  See ad on page 9 for complete details 

 
Fridays, March 5 & April 2 ~ Adoration 
9:00am-4:00pm in Church  
 
Friday, March 26 ~ LIVE ACTION ~ Stations of the Cross   
Stations of the Cross presented in various methods and by different groups/individuals from the Parish and greater community. 
6:00pm in Church.  Sign up to be a presenter from our website at sacredheartshawano.org   
 
Saturday & Sunday, March 27-28 ~ Palm Sunday Weekend 
4:30pm: Saturday Mass 
7:30am & 10:45am (Family Mass w/ Children’s Liturgy): Sunday Masses   
 
Thursday, April 1 ~ Holy Thursday Mass – in person & live streamed 
7:00pm: Mass  
 
Friday, April 2 ~ Good Friday – in person & live streamed 
12:00pm: Mass  
 
Saturday, April 3 ~ Holy Saturday (Easter Vigil)- in person & live streamed 
8:15pm: Mass  
 
Sunday April 4 ~ Easter Sunday 
7:30am & 10:45am (Family Mass w/ Children’s Liturgy) 

6:30pm~ Easter Vespers (Prayer)  
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Lenten Reminders 

Lenten Regulations according to the U.S. Catholic Bishops  

are to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all Fridays in Lent, and Good Friday.  In addition to abstaining from 

meat, Catholics who have celebrated their 18th birthday, until they celebrate their 59th birthday, are to fast on  

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  Those who are bound to this regulation may only eat one full meal.  Two 

smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs,  

but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted. 

 These minimal penitential practices should not be lightly excused. 

Wednesdays March 17 and April 21 

6:00pm-7:00pm in Church  

We are looking to get updated information of all 

our parishioners. If you could send us your name 

and email address 

to info@sacredheartshawano.org. This will help 

us better communicate with you!   



We are finally back in person for our Middle 
School and High School Religious Education program. It has 
been wonderful to be able to see our students face to face, and 

to have great conversations with our students.  
This semester in both Edge (middle school) and Lifeteen (high 

school) we are discussing and learning about the paschal 
mystery: the life, passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 
March 6 we will be having an event for all 7/8th grade girls 

called Saintly Sisters from 12:00pm - 5:30pm.  It will be a day 
of scavenger hunts, fashion shows, discussions to remember 

we are created to be daughters of God. To register, email Kate 
Ruth at kruth@sacredheartshawano.org. 
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  Here are some updates on things 
ongoing and in the works.  

 
RCIA - Currently we have three new 
candidates planning to enter fully into the 

Catholic Church on the Easter Vigil. David Withrow, Kristine 
Withrow and Dana DeMarce, have been meeting on Tuesday 
nights since October and we are using the program Symbolon – 
From Formed.org.  They have all been attending Sunday Mass 
at Sacred Heart.  The group will be involved in the Rite of the 
Elect at the Cathedral with Bishop Ricken on February 28 at 
3:00pm. 
Please keep them and their sponsors in your prayers! 
 
The Search – A program hosted by Chris Stefanek – Small 
group discussion prompted by outstanding videos through 
Formed.Org.  We began on February 15 and will conclude on 
March 29.  We discuss topics like-What do you seek? Who are 
you?  Why a God? Who is Jesus? Am I Saved?  We are 
currently at capacity with 25 participants. So far, the opportunity 
to get together and have conversation and re-connecting with 
each other has been so important to everyone. We will continue 
these programs throughout the year. Keep alert for the next 
opportunity. 
 
Lectio Devina - We have a wonderful night of Prayer with the 
Missionaries of the Word on January 21 with Sister Bernadette. 
She guided us through the Gospel reading for the upcoming 
Sunday. It was a deeply meaningful time with the Word of God 
and one another.  The next Opportunity for this Lectio Devina is 
April 15 with Mother Mary Catherine – you won’t want to miss 
this.  
The Stewardship and Evangelization committee is working on a 
letter to reconnect with Parish members and ways to re-engage 
with one another.   
 
Children's Liturgy at 10:45am Mass has restarted thanks to 
the group of ladies putting this together each Sunday. 
 
In The Midst of Saints- Stained Glass Presentation with Prayer 
and Music -6:00pm Wednesday, April 28.  Have you ever 
wondered who those saints are and why they are at Sacred 
Heart? Come and enjoy an evening where we will learn the 
stories of each of the saints in our windows, the meaning of the 
different panels and symbols and about the artist behind them. 
We are truly in the midst of saints every time we are in the 
church.  
 
I am currently working on the possible formation of a Men’s 
Group and a program on Funerals and Bereavement for the 
summer. We are also planning an Eucharistic procession for 
Corpus Christi in June.   

Deacon Jim Lonick   
 
 
 
 

 
I truly hope your Holidays were filled with 
love and laughter even with the changing 

times. This past weekend my family tapped our maple trees and 
I was thinking what to write in this article. As the sun was 
shining through the trees, I was listening to Father Scott’s 

Homily and it was just beautiful out. What came to mind was 
God is showing us hope as the pandemic storm is calming 

down. We have now entered into 2021, I see God bringing us 
signs of Hope everywhere. For example, our students are in 

school and the sounds of laughter coming from the parking lot 
during recess and this just makes me smile.  

  

Religious Education is meeting part time on Wednesday nights 
and students are back learning their faith and sharing their 
stories since we have been apart. The church parking lot is 
looking fuller and fuller on the weekends. Our second-grade 

students all received First Reconciliation and are now preparing 
for First Communion this April. Parishioners are meeting on 
Mondays to learn about the Search with Deacon Jim. Bible 

studies on Tuesday nights meet and have fellowship together. 
All signs of God showing us Hope. As we go forward into the 

Lenten Season, I will continue to pray more and thank God for 
all the Hope and great things that is happening around us. We 

can’t wait to get back to normal and look forward a normal 
Religious Education year in 2021. 

God Bless,  

Lori Mathwich 
CRE  



Sacred Heart Catholic School 
Three-year-old Preschool thru Grade 8  

sacredheartshawano.org/school  

Application Window is open 
until April 15 for 2021-22                   

dpi.wi.gov/choice 
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Annual Tuition Cost for 2021-2022 School Year 
Half Day Three-year-old Preschool: $860 

Full Day Three-year-old Preschool:  $1330 
4K-8:  $1735 

*Families can choose to pay tuition in one lump sum or in 
10 equal monthly payments.  We will work with your 
family to find an affordable monthly tuition payment.   

Wisconsin Private School Choice Program 

Financial Aid is AVAILABLE for ALL Grades 

STEM Curriculum in grades 6-8 

Title I Reading, Math Intervention, and Speech 

services available to those students who qualify 

Touch-free water bottle filling machines 

Hand-sanitizer stations near every classroom  

Air purifiers in every classroom 

Honor Roll to showcase Academic Success  

Culturally diverse student population  

Specialized instruction in phy-ed and music 

Technology integrated throughout the school  

Service Projects to help us Live our Faith 

Catholic Schools Week Activities  

Athletics available in grades 4-8 
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Apply NOW!  


