
The Catholic Community of 

Saint Joseph 

 

PPARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the Catholic Community of  St. Joseph, 

are committed to follow Jesus Christ. 
Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we 
strive to be good stewards in our lives. We 

pray for peace, forgiveness, and for one  
another as Christ loves us!

 

 MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm 
   Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

  Monday through Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
  7:30 pm Vigil (Evening before)            
   and 8:00 am on the Holyday. 

 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 3:00–3:30 pm  

or anytime by appointment 
 
 

R.C.I.A 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
Robert Paulishak, Coordinator 

 

Religious Formation/Catechesis  
 

Parish Sacramental Preparation 
Grades 1 through 8 

 Sundays: 9:15 am – 10:15 am  
For more information,  
call the Parish Office. 

 
 

REV. KENNETH R. KOLIBAS 
PASTOR 

 

 Chaplain In Residence 
REV. LAZARO PEREZ 

R.W.J.B. HOSPITAL AT SOMERSET 
 
 

Director of Sacred Music 
David Shirley 

 

Parish Trustees 
Irene Amitrani, James Piccolo 

 
 

Parish Office Manager and 
Bulletin Editor-Webmaster 

 

James Piccolo 
 

Please send articles to: 
E-Mail: parishoffice@sjraritan.org 

 

Parish Website 
stjosephraritan.weconnect.com 

 

Parish Address/Phone/Fax 
16 East Somerset Street 
Raritan, NJ  08869-2102 

 
 

(908) 725-0163 x 10 
 

FAX—(908) 725-2333 
Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Evening hours by appointment 
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Supporting our Parish Mission...Your Stewardship 
Offertory Collection Summary 

 

Because of the early transmission of the bulletin  
for the July 4th holiday, last weekend’s  

Offertory totals were not available. 
July 7, 2019 - 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
“He said to them, ‘The harvest is abundant, but the 
laborers are few…’” (Luke 10:2)  
As Catholics we are all called to serve. However, 
many of us are unsure of what our charisms or gifts 
from the Holy Spirit are to help build God’s Church. 
Through prayer we are able to discern how God is call-
ing us. The next time your pastor or fellow parishioner 
asks you to join a committee, ask God first, if that is 
what He wants you to do with your gifts.  

Couples Gift 
why not treat your wife or your  

husband with the special gift of a  
Marriage Encounter Weekend? 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
gives you the time and tools to revitalize  
romance, deepen communication, and  

nourish the spirituality in your marriage. 
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend will be held July 26−28. Early registration is  
advisable as space is limited. Phone 1-732-904-9636 for 

registration and information. For further information visit us 
at www.aweekendforyourmarriage.org. 

As I have loved you                       

Saint of the Week 
St. Benedict -Feast Day July 11 

Have you ever wanted to change 
the world? 5th century Europe 
was a dark place. The Roman Em-
pire had fallen, and barbarian 
tribes were picking over the scraps 
of what remained. Faith hung on, 
but there was no consistent, coher-
ent Christian culture in the world 
around. Young Benedict began his 
life with education and privilege 

but became disillusioned by a life pursuing material success. 
He withdrew to a monastery and spent much time in soli-
tude. He began attracting followers, whom he organized over 
time into 12 monasteries, with a 13th established to train 
young monks. He wrote a rule of life including basic princi-
ples for living as Christ. His monks took three vows: conver-
sion to Christ, obedience to the local abbot, and stability to 
remain with the community. Benedictine monasteries be-
came lights in the darkness, secure centers of Christian cul-
ture enlivening the faithful beyond their walls. When the 
world around us seems complicated and contrary to the Gos-
pel, how will you be a light?  
 

Patron: Against nettle rash; against poison; against witch-
craft; agricultural workers; cavers; coppersmiths; dying peo-
ple; erysipelas; Europe; farm workers; farmers; fever; gall 
stones; Heerdt, Germany; inflammatory diseases; Italian  
architects; kidney disease; monks; nettle rash; Norcia, Italy; 
people in religious orders; schoolchildren; servants who 
have broken their master's belongings; speliologists;  
spelunkers; temptations.  

Joel Campbell                Lucas Dalfonsi 
Ronald DeWaal      Charles Governali                    
Peter Heitz                Michael Novelli       

Stephen Yashinski 
If you know of a member of our parish family 

 serving in the U.S. Military, please let us know 
so we may add them to our list of  

Honoring Those Who Serve our Country.  
Lord watch over and guide them. 

Food Bank Weekends 
We collect all  

non-perishable foods,  
trial size toiletries for our 

local food bank. 
Bring a bag to Mass for 

the less fortunate. 

To date, the Development Office has received pledges  
totaling $ 21,994.98 and payments totaling $ 21,582.48 
from 96 parishioners. This represents 88.0% of your $ 

25,000.00 goal. Thank you for your efforts.  
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Our Parish Prayer List  
 Please pray for the Sick  

and for all the sick not mentioned here. To add a name please 
call the Parish Office at (908) 725-0163 x10. 

Bill Bizub 
Jane Chiesa 
Richard Fiedler 
An Marie Gill 
Arthur Gosenski 
Gary Johnson 
Robert J. Kolibas 
Frank Krevis 
Ralph Lombardi 
Rudy Masler 
Clare Obszanski 
Michael Roerich 
Jack & Mary Sullivan 
Carolyn Yashinski 
Richard Wisniewski 
Fr. Edward Flanagan 

Edna & Robert Carter 
Joan Chopay 
Randy Fisher 
Maryann Gosenski 
Rose Mary Kusko 
Roseanne Kielar 
Jerry Kovac 
Angelo & Antonia LaCorte 
Beverly Marce 
Mary Moran 
Betty Phelan 
Maryann Skay 
Evelyn Schweitzer 
Al & Helen Walulik 
Fr. Ron Jandernoa 
Fr. John Morley 

Ministry Schedule-July 13 & 14 
Saturday Vigil  Mass                          4:00 pm 
Reader:…………………………………………………..Bob P.                  
Ministers of the Eucharist:…….Irene A., Teresa G., Roberta L.  
Sunday                                       8:00 am Mass 
Reader:……..…………………………………………Victor S. 
Ministers of the Eucharist:………………………….Barbara V. 
Sunday                                     10:30 am Mass 
Reader:…..……………………………...…………..…..Bob G. 
Ministers of the Eucharist:……..Brian M., Agnes N., Sharon S. 

C  I     
Sanctuary Candle 
Krachun & Fattori families 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
+ Helen Fattori 
St. Joseph 
+ Irene Synoweicki 
Paschal Candle-2019 
In Memory of  Minarovich, Mac Math, 
Peppe Families. 

E  C    W  

Monday, July 8, 2019 
8:00 am + Marie Studna 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Raymond Cole 

Tuesday, July 9, 2019 
St. Augustine Zhao Rong 
8:00 am + Dennis Borecki 
Priest of the Day– Rev. Glenn Comandini, STD 
Wednesday, July 10, 2019 
8:00 am + Dear Friends 
Priest of the day– Rev. James Considine 
Thursday, July 11, 2019 
St. Benedict 
8:00 am + Julie Fischer 
Priest of the day– Rev. Vincent Cornejo 
Friday, July 12, 2019 
8:00 am + June & George Malast 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona, PA 
Saturday, July 13, 2019 
St. Henry 
Confessions 3:00-3:30 pm  
Vigil Mass of The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm + Susan Rogan 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Roberto Coruna 
Sunday, July 14, 2019   
The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am + Marie Studna 
10:30 am Mass for the People of the Parish 
Priest of the Day – Rev. Msgr. Sylvester Cronin 
+ denotes deceased. 

Mount St. Mary House of Prayer 
1651 US Highway 22, Watchung, NJ 07069 

908-753-2091 
GROWING IN HOLINESS THROUGH 

          THE FIVE UNIVERSAL SHAPES 
Do you know that shapes have meanings? Have fun as you  
discover what they are and what they reveal about your personality.   
Wed, Jul 10, 7-9 pm. ($20-$30 as you are able) 
Presenter: Mary Jo Kearns, RSM 

Our church is open from  
7:30 am to 1:00 pm 

Monday through Friday for quiet prayer. 
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SUNDAY’S READINGS R    W   J  7, 2019 

St. Joseph Seniors Monthly Bus Trip  
Atlantic City Casinos 
Tuesday, July 16, 2019 

Bus leaves 9:00 am SHARP! 
Bus leaves from the Raritan Mall Parking  lot  on Route 

206  & Orlando Drive  (opposite car wash).   
Seats open! Must be 21 & over.  For more information 

and to reserve a seat call : John Hudak  at (908) 725-0051. 

This Sunday, Jesus reminds us that "the harvest is abundant 
but the laborers are few." As Catholic disciples, we are the 
laborers that the Master is sending. All around us are oppor-
tunities to share the love and mercy of Jesus Christ - our 
homes, our workplaces, our neighborhoods, even our faith 
communities! Lest we feel unequipped for the task, Jesus 
gives us some advice.  
"Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals." We might not 
have a theology degree or training in public speaking, but 
that doesn't mean we can't share the Gospel. The power of 
God is at work in simplicity. The disciples went forth with 
nothing as a reminder to trust in the Providence of God. Say 
a little prayer that God will speak through you and has a 
need for your gifts, just as you are.  
"Do not move about from one house to another." So much 
of the life of Jesus was about relationships. He modeled this 
attitude by journeying with his disciples. Here he makes the 
same recommendation to them, to remain with the same 
family for their entire stay in the town. Break bread with 
others. Invite them to coffee or a game night in your home. 
Sharing your faith isn't just about saying the right thing, but 
loving well over time. 
"The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that we 
shake off." Sometimes we want to help someone, but for 
whatever reason, they don't receive it well. Sometimes peo-
ple aren't interested in our efforts to invite them deeper into 
faith. When rejection happens, don't carry it with you. Don't 
let it over-burden your heart. Rejoice that you share in the 
mission of Christ, and keep on loving the next person he 
places in your path!  

First Reading: As a mother  comfor ts her  child, 
so I will comfort you; in Jerusalem you shall find your  
comfort. (Is 66:13)  
Psalm: Let all the ear th cry out to God with joy. (Ps 66)    
Second Reading: From now on, let no one make troubles 
for me; for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body. (Gal 6:17)  
Gospel: " Go on your  way; behold, I am sending you like 
lambs among wolves." (Lk 10:3)      

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 
1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy on. All rights reserved. 

Monday: Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab [cf. 2b]/Mt 
9:18-26  
Tuesday: Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15 
[15a]/Mt 9:32-38   
Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Ps 33:2-3, 10-
11, 18-19 [22]/Mt 10:1-7   
Thursday: Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 105:16-17, 18-
19, 20-21 [5a]/Mt 10:7-15  
Friday: Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40 
[39a]/Mt 10:16-23  
Saturday: Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7 [cf. 
Ps 69:33]/Mt 10:24-33    
Next Sunday: Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 
37 [cf. 33] or PS 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [9a]/Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37  

G  M     
F  S   O  T  

 Prayer Bowl Requests  
Prayer Bowl slips are now located in the 
yellow bowl at the Front Entrance of the 

Church or you may place them in the  
Collection Basket.  

Pray the Rosary for Life 
Protect our unborn children 

Is your child registered in our Religious Ed 
program?  Registration is going on now for 
the Fall Semester.  You may download a copy 
of the registration form on our website at: 
stjosephraritan.weconnect.com.  Please fill out 
the application as soon as possible and return 
it to the parish office in person, by mail or 
drop it in the weekend collection so we know 
how many students to prepare for in the Fall.   
Thank you, Father Ken 
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Jesus tells his disciples, "I am sending you like lambs 
among wolves." Getting people to see the truth about who 
they are is not always easy or welcomed. Some people want 
to believe that they have life under control and they do not 
need any further advice, direction, or challenge from others. 
Being heralds of the Gospel means doing precisely that. We 
come with a message that is not always welcome or desired 
by our sisters and brothers. Yet, it is desperately needed. 
People need to be reminded of who they are, who God is, 
and the necessity of repentance for entering the Kingdom of 
God. It is not about what we want but what God wants. We 
are called to be peacemakers and laborers for justice and 
mercy. Are you willing to bring this challenging message to 
those who may be indifferent or even hostile to hearing it?   

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

If you had $100 to give away, to whom would you give 
it? Perhaps you would choose someone you love. How 
about someone on the street at a corner stoplight? You 
could really make someone's day if you gave it to them as 
a tip after a modestly priced meal. There are so many 
possibilities. No matter to whom you give the $100, you 
are certainly being generous. No one can debate that.  
Let's say you have narrowed it down to two different peo-
ple. You know both of these people, and you suspect each 
person would be equally grateful. Does it make a differ-
ence who you give the money to in the end? What if I 
told you that one of the individuals just got a big raise at 
work, and the other person is at risk of having their water 
turned off because they have been late paying their bill. 
Does it make a difference now? 
Discernment should always be an important part of any 
good steward's way of life. If we give simply for the sake 
of giving, that may not always be the best use of our gifts. 
In order to gain the most fruit from the seeds we plant, 
we must plant wisely. All we have been given has value, 
and we need be good caretakers of it all. If you ever do 
find yourself with $100 to spare, be sure to carefully con-
sider all the options and make the wiser choice. In the 
meantime, pray for wisdom and reflect on how to best 
use all you have been given for the sake of the Kingdom 
of God. - Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
First Reading: The prophet Isaiah spoke these words of 
comfort and consolation in the aftermath of Israel's return 
from a 70-year exile in Babylon, around 500 B.C. Jerusalem 
is personified as a caring and nursing mother. What do you 
find intriguing about this imagery?  
Second Reading: Today's reading has the closing words 
to Paul's letter to the Galatians. Paul speaks of all believers 
(Jews and Gentiles) as a new creation. What are the implica-
tions in such an encompassing assertion?   
Gospel Reading: In the early stages of his journey to Jeru-
salem, we hear how Jesus sent many of his disciples on a 
mission to preach and heal in the name of the Kingdom of 
God. How do you see the Church today continuing this mis-
sion of preaching and healing?  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  

CATHOLIC QUOTES 

"In whatever direction we go, [God] is 
there before us, calling to us  

and coming to meet us."  
Henri de Lubac  

ARE YOU 
OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW, 

A SURVIVOR OF CHILD SEXUAL 
ABUSE 

BY A PRIEST OR DEACON 
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY? 

If so, please contact the  
Independent Victim 

Compensation Program  
created to offer financial settlements 

To abuse survivors. 
 

The IVCP will remain open from 
June 15 through December 31, 2019 

Apply directly to: 
www.njdiocesesivep.com 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED 

Question: What is Lectio Divina, and how is it associat-
ed with the Benedictine Monastic tradition, whose found-
er, St. Benedict, we honor on July 11?  
Answer: Benedict desired his monks to live in commu-
nity, praying the Liturgy of the Hours together, contem-
plating sacred texts, and doing manual labor. The monks 
developed a technique to facilitate a spiritual and devo-
tional reading of the Bible known as Lectio Divina, the 
holy reading of a text. This method encourages the reader to 
hear the biblical text with an open heart and focus on whatev-
er God wants to highlight and then apply it to daily life. 
There are variations on Lectio Divina, but essentially, the 
technique consists of a three-step process of reflection. 
When the reflection is done with a group, the responses 
are shared by all the participants. Once the text is select-
ed, it is read meditatively, and the following are then ex-
plored: a word or phrase that attracts you; how and where 
the content of this reading touches your life today; what 
you believe that God wants you to do during this coming 
week (month, year, lifetime). 
Thanks to Benedict, the Christian community has been  
gifted with this special way of entering into the biblical text. 
This week, use the Lectio Divina process on one of the 
readings for the coming Sunday and make a note of the 
life connections you are making. How is this reflection on 
the biblical text drawing you closer to God and others?  
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Parish Registration 
Every family should be registered. All adult parishioners over the age of 18 
should be registered under their own name.  New parishioners should register at 
the Parish Office as soon as possible. Only registered parishioners who are 
practicing their faith are able to have testimonial letters regarding sponsorship 
for the sacraments, recommendations for positions, schools, character refer-
ences. 
Religious Formation/ Catechesis and Sacramental Preparation  
Grades 1 through 8, Sundays: 9:15 am–10:15 am. For more information, 
contact the Parish Office. 
R.C.I.A.– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Mr. Robert Paulishak—Coordinator  
Instructional classes on becoming a fully initiated member of the Roman 
Catholic Church.  If you are already baptized and wish to receive  the Sacra-
ments of Eucharist and Confirmation, please call the Parish Office and speak 
to the Pastor.  
Anointing of the Sick 
Please call the Parish Office when a member of your family is in the hospi-
tal so the Pastor can visit them.  Please contact the Pastoral Care Office in 
the hospital so the chaplain can bring you Communion. In the event of 
an emergency, please call the Parish Office and follow the telephone 
prompts for further instructions. 
Home, Hospital, and Nursing Home Visits 
Father will gladly visit you at home, in the hospital, or any nursing facility, 
but you must have your family call the Parish Office with the name of the 
person and the  location for the visit.  Please inform Father if the person is 
able to receive the Eucharist. For more information contact the Parish Office. 

Baptism 
Baptisms are held during or after the 10:30 am Mass. Parents must be      
registered parishioners and complete the class on Baptismal Preparation, pref-
erably before the child is born.  Please contact the Pastor to arrange for the 
class and the date of Baptism.   
Marriage 
Arrangements should be made at least one year in advance.  Please call the 
Parish Office to meet with the Pastor as soon as you become engaged and 
before any preparations are made. Couples preparing for marriage must attend 
required Pre-Cana sessions within the Diocese. 
Holy Orders 
If you are interested in a vocation to the Diocesan Priesthood or to serve as a 
Priest, Religious Brother or Sister, please contact the Office of Vocations online 
at: diometuchen.org or please speak to the Pastor. 

Parish Organizations 
 

Pastoral Advisory Committee 
Finance Committee - Elaine Walters 
Parish Evangelization - Kathy Johnson 
Right to Life—Sharon Steinmetz 
Altar Servers– Theresa Pochek 
Adult Seasonal Choir:  
 

 

St. Joseph’s Women’s Group 
Piroshky Team– Elaine Walters 
Senior Citizens - John Huda, President 
Altar Linens: Dorothy Zelus 
Office Volunteers: Jim Piccolo 
Advocate for Disabled: Ellen Welsh 

How to Report Sexual Abuse 
If you were sexually abused as a minor by a member of the 
clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or you 

know of someone who was, you are encouraged to report that 
abuse to law enforcement and/or by contacting the Diocesan 

Response Officer at (908) 930-4558 (24 hours/7 days a week). 
For more information on how to report abuse, visit our dioce-

san website: https://diometuchen.org/report-a-suspected-abuse. 

St. Mary to Present Tricky Tray Auction, Friday 
October 4, 2019 

SAVE THE DATE: St. Mary Byzantine Catholic 
Church, 1900 Brooks Blvd., Hillsborough, NJ, will present a 
TRICKY TRAY AUCTION ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 
4, 2019. Over 100 gift certificates and many prices included. 
Admissions tickets $15.00. Tickets can be purchased by 
contacting Betty at 908-725-0615, or Marge at 908-722-
5894. Or send a stamped self addressed envelope To St. 
Mary Church for tickets. More information to follow. 

Respect for Life is the Path to Peace  
"The path to the attainment of the common good and to 
peace is above all that of respect for human life in all its 
many aspects, beginning with its conception, through its 
development and up to its natural end. True peacemakers, 
then, are those who love, defend and promote human life 
in all its dimensions, personal, communitarian and trans-
cendent. Life in its fullness is the height of peace. Anyone 
who loves peace cannot tolerate attacks and crimes 
against life. 
"Those who insufficiently value human life and, in conse-
quence, support among other things the liberalization of 
abortion, perhaps do not realize that in this way they are 
proposing the pursuit of a false peace. The flight from re-
sponsibility, which degrades human persons, and even 
more so the killing of a defenseless and innocent being, 
will never be able to produce happiness or peace. Indeed 
how could one claim to bring about peace, the integral 
development of peoples or even the protection of the envi-
ronment without defending the life of those who are 
weakest, beginning with the unborn. Every offence 
against life, especially at its beginning, inevitably causes 
irreparable damage to development, peace and the envi-
ronment. Neither is it just to introduce surreptitiously into 
legislation false rights or freedoms which, on the basis of 
a reductive and relativistic view of human beings and the 
clever use of ambiguous expressions aimed at promoting 
a supposed right to abortion and euthanasia, pose a threat 
to the fundamental right to life." 
-- Pope Benedict XVI, Message for the Celebration of the 
World Day of Peace - January 1, 2013, n.4.  

(NEW) July 9, 16, 23 & 30 – OOA&DS Satellite Office 
Opportunity, Christina Panarese, MSW, Care Manager, 
Somerset County Office on Aging & Disability Services, 
9:30 am – 1 pm. Starting this month, Christina will be at the 
center every Tuesday to assist with Office on Aging &  
Disability Services questions and/or services. She will be 
offering information, assistance and support, as needed. 
Christina is available to meet one-on-one as requested. 
 
July 8 – “Songs of the Decades” by Clifford Seay, 10:45 am. 
Sing along with Clifford as he performs songs from the 
50’s, 60’s and 70’s. 
  
July 11 – “The Life of Albert Einstein” by Eve Mandel, 
Historian, Historical Society of Princeton, 10:45 am. This 
enlightening presentation examines the life of the man 
whose name has become synonymous with “genius.” Learn 
how a childhood fascination with a compass played a role 
in the development of this Nobel prize winning scientist, 
how he accepted a job in Princeton to escape Nazi Germany 
and how he used his celebrity status to advocate for civil 
rights and advance world peace. 

This week at Somerset County  
Senior Wellness Center  
at Bridgewater  
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Pastoral Musicians Summer Skills  

Enrichment Seminar  
Saturday, July 28, 2018 
All pastoral musicians are invited to  
attend a Summer  for Skills from 9 am – 2 
pm, with registration beginning at 8:30 
am, on Saturday, July 27 at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish, 105 Road, Three Bridges. 
Hosted by the Diocese of Metuchen's Of-
fice of Worship and the Metuchen Chapter 
of the National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians (NPM), this seminar will  
develop the basic skills necessary for  
music ministers, including vocal and  

instrumental music and  liturgy. The day will begin with Morning 
Prayer, followed by breakout sessions. After breakout sessions, the 
group will reconvene for a panel discussion and lunch. Advance 
registration is requested. The cost to attend is $35/person for ad-
vance registration and $40/person for onsite registration. Lunch is 
included. This seminar is the second in a three-year series held the 
last Saturday in July of 2018, 2019 and 2020. 
For more information and to register, please visit diometuchen.org/NPM. 

Father Greg’s Summer School     
July – August, 2019 

St. John Neumann Pastoral Center   
146 Metlars Lane   
Piscataway, NJ  

 

Each week Father Greg Uhrig 
will present classes on various 
topics of interest to Catholics 
today. You may attend any or 
all of the classes that are of in-
terest to you. There is no fee. 

Classes will be held on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8:30 pm and on 
Wednesday mornings 10 to 11:30 am.  
The Tuesday night class is repeated on Wednesday morning.  
The topics will include: 
 

The priesthood of the laity and modern day clericalism  
(Tuesday July 9, and Wednesday, July 10) 
 

“Laudato Si’” Pope Francis’ encyclical on Care for Our Common 
Home (The Environment) 
(Tuesday, July 16 and Wednesday, July 17) 
 
“Christus Vivit” Pope Francis writing on youth in the church.  
(Tuesday, July 23 and Wednesday, July24) 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Tuesday, July 30 and Wednesday, July 31) 
 

The Afterlife: Heaven and Hell in the Bible 
(Tuesday, August 6 and Wednesday August 7) 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
for Freedom 
 

Freedom is enshrined in our 
US Constitution. The First 
Amendment of our constitu-
tion protects our freedom of 
speech. However, our speech 

may not infringe upon another's freedom. Freedom does 
have its limits. And we must protect everyone's freedoms, 
not just ours. On this 4th of July, let us remember from 
whom all our freedoms originate, our good and gracious God. 
 

Let us pray... 
God, giver of all good gifts, 
Help us to be thankful for rest and food, 
and remember that, in all we do or say, 
you are with us, here this day. 
We are thankful for all you do 
and for everything you have given us. 
But above all we are thankful for our freedoms 
and the ability to protect others' freedom. 
We are free because of you. 
We ask for your continued blessing on all your creation. 
Through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

"Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, 
eat what is set before you, cure the sick in it and say 
to them, 'The kingdom of God is at hand for you.'" - 
Lk 10:8-9 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  


