











Fr. Thomas’ letter continued-

Heavenly Father, we your children humbly ask your blessing upon us as we prepare to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
founding of St. Cecelia’s Parish here in Iselin. You have shaped us into a community where the dignity of each person is respected,
where one can feel at home and worship you with joy and peace. Set our hearts on fire with your love so that we will reach out to the
least among us, to the poor, the marginalized and the alienated. Nourish us by Word and the Sacraments so that we may bring your
love and healing to others. Fill us with your Holy Spirit that may we face our future with the same faith, hope and vision of those who
have preceded us, and may we commit ourselves to a new century of faith hope and service. We make this prayer through the
intercession of Our Blessed Mother, Mary, St. Joseph and St. Cecelia through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.

God Bless You. Fr. Thomas

Rosary Altar Society

x The next Rosary Altar Society meeting will be held on Monday, March 2, at 7:00 pm, in the church conference room.
Refreshments will be served. All women of the parish (18 years or older) are welcome to attend.

x A Spring Clothing Drive will be held on Saturday, April 18, from 9 am to 1 pm, in front of the church. We accept clean gently
worn clothing, along with shoes, purses, bed and kitchen linens, and toys (all kinds). Each category of donations should be
placed in separate black plastic bags. Now is the time to clean those closets! Any questions, please call Carol at

732-494-8697.

Religious education

Religious Education Office phone number is 732-283-2816; CELL phone
number is 732-343-1132 and is located in the brick building to the left of the
school. Classes are held on Mondays from 5:45 to 7:15 PM at

March 14-15

March 19

March 23
March 29

March 30

B

Oak Tree School #29 Building.

Religious Education Classes Grades 1-8 (Confessions - Gr.7)
Family Mass at 9:00 AM — Hosted by 8 grade and

Presentation of Service Hours (followed by coffee and fellowship)
Religious Education Classes 1-8 (Confession— Gr.6)

Religious Education Classes 1-8 (Confession—Gr. 5)

Vacation Bible School Bake Sale after Masses. If anyone Is
interested in helping to bake, please give the Religious Education
Office the “thumbs up!”

Grade 8—Journey of Faith 7:00-9:00 pm Lourdes Hall Feast of
St. Joseph

Religious Education Classes Grade 1-8 (Confession Gr.4)

11:00 am—Teaching Mass First Communion Class and all students
who can attend are WELCOME!

Religious Education Classes Grade 1-8 (Confession—Gr.3)

Apples help
your body
develop
resistance
against
infections.

Sanctuary Candle will burn in memory
of Charles F. O’'Connor requested by
O’Connor/Werner Children and
Grandchildren

Baptism
We joyfully welcomed Sofia Ballestas,

Logan Harrell and Aracely Adolph into
Christ's family. Let us join our prayers for them.

St. John Vianney

Seniors

Our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, March 4th at 2:30

pm in the cafeteria. Peter Lieberman will be at
the keyboard. Come and sing along with him to
the tunes we all love. Don't forget to bring
cereal for the Ozanam Family Shelter. For
information call Madeline at 732-381-1858.

If you would like to makeT ‘
donation towar\dstb o
Palm Branches please :’ 4
the Parish Office. 1
Z = ‘- Y |




LENT 2020

Fridat Evenins Durin Lent
6:00 pm
6:50 pm
7:00 pm

Mass
Stations of the Cross

Secial Stations of the Cross Presentations

March 27th—Stations of the Cross

Presented by The Rosarq Altar Societg

April Srd—Stations of the Cross
Presented ]31) The Classical Choir

April 10th—Good Friday—Living Stations of
the Cross Presented by Break Ministry

Penitential Rite and Confession Wednesdas

March 25th—Confessions 6-7 pm

April Ist—Penance Service 6-8 pm
April 8th —Confessions 6-7 pm

DO YOU WANT TO
FAST THIS LENT?

In the words of Pope Francis

+ Fagt from hurting words and say kind words.

+ Fast from sadness and be filled with
gratitude.

» Fast from anger and be filled with patience.

+ Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.

» Fast from worries and have trust in God.

+ Fast from complaints and contemplate
simplicity.

+ Fast from pressures and be prayerful.

+ Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with

joy.

» Fast from selfishness and be compassionate
to others.

« Fast from grudges and be reconciled.

» Fast from words and be silent so you can
listen.

pietrafitness.com %

Adoration/Benediction

Dear Friends,

For the past several weeks | have been emphasizing
the importance of reading the Bible everyday. |
realize that while we may have good intentions, the
thought of tackling this Herculean labor can be
overwhelming. To this end, | am providing you with a
Bible outline in an attempt to make it less daunting. If
your schedule allows, and you can finish it in 100
days, you will complete this spiritual journey three
days after Pentecost! If you complete this spiritual
journey in 300 days, you will complete it by
Christmas Day!

You can find the outline in
the Atrium, back table of
the Church or Parish
Office.

Fr. Thomas

LENTEN OBLIGATIONS

So that the Church of Metuchen may be spiritually one in a common
observance of Lent, the following days of fast and abstinence are to be
observed by all Catholics of the Diocese who enjoy the blessings of good
health:

1. The days of fast and abstinence are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

2. All other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.

3. From the Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday until the
celebration of the Easter Vigil on the evening of Holy Saturday, the Easter
fast should be observed so that, with uplifted and welcoming hearts, we
may be ready to celebrate the joys of the Resurrection. This ancient
tradition, intimately connected with the Rites of Holy Week and the Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults, is encouraged, especially in those places
baptizing catechumens at the Easter Vigil.

The obligation to fast applies only to Catholics between the ages of 18 and
59. To fast in the Catholic tradition means to limit oneself to one full meal
during the day so as to experience hunger. The obligation of abstinence
affects all Catholics who have reached the age of 14. Abstinence in the
Catholic tradition means to abstain from meat. The obligation of fast and
abstinence, as a whole, is a serious obligation. While failure to observe any
penitential day in itself may not be
considered serious, the failure to
observe any penitential days at all, or a
substantial number of them without good
cause, would be considered a grave
matter. Those unable to abstain for a
valid reason on any given Friday of Lent
are asked to perform some other
penitential act, or to abstain on another
day.




An Invitation to March in the
St Patrick’s Day Parade in
South Amboy

Holy Hour for Priests will be held
on Sunday, March 8 at 3:00 pm, at
St. John Neumann Pastoral
Center, 146 Metlars Lane,

Dear Friends of Life, Piscataway. All are welcome.

Please join us as we march in support of
life in the South Amboy St Patrick's Day Parade Saturday,
March 15th. We gather at 1-1:30PM on South Pine Ave.
near Portia St.. The Life Choices Resource Center Mobile
Ultrasound Unit will be with us again this year with its
message of hope and telephone number to call for help.

For information, email

priest.personnel@diometuchen.org.

For more information visit “Feeding the Hungers of the Heart”
https://www.southamboyparade.com/ or email me at St. James Parish Lenten Mission
treasurelife33@gmail.com. Please come. It's a wonderful March 9th — March 11th~ 7:00pm {Church}
thing to do.

Blessings and peace, Facilitated by . _

Ted Tyszkiewicz, Our Lady of Victories Respect Life Group Fr. James Wallace C.Ss.R., Fr. Francis Gargani C.Ss.R.,

Fr. Philip Dabney, C.Ss.R.,

Mother Seton Regional HS : o . .
If you have been faithful to and active in your Catholic community....

If you feel you need to know more about how to pray....

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS this mission is 4 U
E&S:Z‘;gg”g Cooking * Fashion Design * Dance If you judge yourself to be in need of spiritual growth. ..

this mission is 4 U
If you are a sinner or a saint or somewhere in between....
this mission is 4 U

Literature Alive *Multi Media * Art

For GIRLS in Grades 6-8

Saturdays: March 14, 21 and 28

Visit motherseton.org or call 732-382-1952 for more
information

MOTHER TERESA: “The Greatest Destroyer of Love and Peace is Abortion”
Her 1994 National Prayer Breakfast Call to Defend Life Still Resonates Continued

Mother Theresa’s Address at the National Prayer Breakfast — Feb. 3, 1994 (#5) " ; '

It is not enough for us to say “l love God,” but | also have to love my neighbor. St. John says that
you are a liar if you say you love God and you don’t love your neighbor. How can you love God
whom you do not see, if you do not love your neighbor whom you see, whom you touch, with =
whom you live? And so it is very important for us to realize that love, to be true, has to hurt. | must =
be willing to give whatever it takes not to harm other people and, in fact, to do good to them. This =
requires that | be willing to give until it hurts. Otherwise, there is not true love in me and | bring
injustice, not peace. To those around me.

The mission is for everyone...but especially for you!!!!

It hurt Jesus to love us. We have been created in His image for greater things, to love and to be loved. We must “put on
Christ” as Scripture tells us. And so, we have been created to love as He loves us. Jesus makes Himself the hungry one,
the naked one, the homeless one, the unwanted one, and He says, “You did it to Me.” On the last day He will say to
those on His right, “whatever you did to the least of these, you did to Me, and He will also say to those on His left,
whatever you neglected to do for the least of these, you neglected to do it for Me.”

When He was dying on the Cross, Jesus said, “| thirst,” Jesus is thirsting for out love, and this is the thirst of everyone,
poor or rich alike. We all thirst for the love of others, that they go out of their way to avoid harming us and to do good to
us. This is the meaning of true love, to give until it hurts.




February/March 2020

23Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
29
*9 am Legion of
Mary—Conf. Room
*7-9 pm Spanish
Healing Mass
1 MARCH 2 3 4 5 6 7
*6:30 pm—Spanish *5:45—7:15Rel. Ed. | *7:30 pm—Classical | *Marian Movement for | *Spanish Stations of | FIRST FRIDAY *9 am Legion of
Mass Gr. 7 Confessions Choir Priests after the 9:15 | the Cross—8 pm *6:00 pm Mary—Conf. Room
*7:00 pm—Rosary *7:30 pm—Young am Mass Adoration
Altar Society Adult Adoration *7:00 pm—RCIA 6:30 pm Mass,
Meeting—Conf. and 7:00 pm
Room Stations of the
*7:30 pm—Spanish Cross
Bible Study—Chapel
8 9 10 " 12 13 14
*9:00 am Pres. of *5:45—T7:15pmRel. | * St. Joseph *St. Joseph *St. Joseph Novena | *St. Joseph *St. Joseph
Service Hours Gr.8 Ed. Gr. 6 Confession | Novena—BEGIN Novena *7:00 pm—9:00 pm Novena Novena
followed by coffee and | * 7:30 pm—St. *7:30 pm Classical | *Marian Movement | Spiritual Group *6:00 pm *2,000 Hail Mary’s
fellowship Vincent de Paul — Choir for Priests after the | *Spanish Stations of | Adoration in the Chapel after
*6:30 pm—Spanish Parish Office *7:30 pm Young 9:15 am Mass the Cross—8 pm 6:30 Mass and the 8:00 am Mass
Mass *7:30— Spanish Bible | Adult Adoration *7 pm— RCIA 7pm Stations of *9:00 am Legion of
Study (Chapel) the Cross Mary
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
*St. Joseph Novena *St. Joseph Novena | *St, Joseph *St. Joseph *FEAST OF ST. *6:00 pm *2nd Collection —
*6:30 pm Spanish *5:45—7:15 Rel. Ed. Novena Novena JOSEPH—BIlessing | Adoration, Parish Impr. Fund
Mass Gr. 5 Confessions *7:30 pm— *7:30 pm Baptism | of Bread after the 6:30 pm Mass and | *9 am Legion of
*7:30 —Spanish Bible | Classical Choir Class 9:15 am Mass 7:00 pm Stations | Mary
Study *7:30 pm—Young | *Marian Movement | *7 pm-9 pm Journey | of the Cross
Adult Adoration in for Priests after of Faith Gr. 8
the Chapel the 9:15 am Mass Lourdes Hall
*7 pm—RCIA *Spanish Stations of
the Cross—8 pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
*2nd Collection-Parish | *5:45-7:15 pm Rel *7:30 pm Classical | *Marian Movement | *7:00:pm—9:00pm “6:00 pm *9 am Legion of
Improvement Fund Ed Confessions Gr.4 | Choir for Priests after the | Spiritual Group Adoration Mary
*6:30 pm Spanish *7:30 pm—Spanish *7:30 pm—Young | 9:15 Mass *Spanish Stations of 6:30 pm I\;Iass and
Mass Bible Study Adult Adorationin | *7 pm—RCIA the Cross—8 pm 7:00 pm
*7:30 pm—St. the Chapel *6 pm—7 pm .
Vincent de Paul Lenten Stations of the
Cross

Confessions




INFORMATION SHEET
CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
511586: St. Cecelia
45 Wilus Way, Iselin NJ 08830

PHONE
732-283-2300 (Church)

CONTACT PERSON
Kathy or Stephanie @ 732-283-2300

SOFTWARE

Microsoft Publisher® 2010
Adobe Acrobat 9 Standard
Windows 7

PRINTER
HP® Laserjet 1200

NUMBER OF PAGES SENT
We are a 12 pager this week.

SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION
February 23, 2020

TRANSMISSION TIME
Thursday, 8 AM

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS (for production)

PLEASE PRINT 900 COPIES!!!

FedEx shipping address: 45 Wilus Way, Iselin NJ 08830

Special instructions (for delivery): If atrium locked, please leave by doors.

FedEx tracking e-mail: kbeglan@stcecelia.com



