














 

 

Weekly Announcements 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wreaths Across America is a national non-profit organiza-
tion founded in 2007 with a mission of “Remember, Hon-
or, Teach.” Part of that mission is carried out by coordinat-
ing wreath laying ceremonies in Arlington National Ceme-
tery, as well as veterans' cemeteries and other locations in 
all 50 states, ceremonies at sea, and 24 national cemeteries 
on foreign soil. 
 

Each month, St. Mary Magdalene Catholic students pick a 
community service project. For the month of December, 
our 5th graders are raising money for Wreaths Across 
America. For every $15 raised, a wreath will be placed on a 
veteran's grave at the Houston Veterans Memorial Ceme-
tery on Saturday, December 12. To donate money towards 
the wreaths, please go to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org, 
click on the “Sponsor Locally” link, type in “St. Mary Mag-
dalene Catholic Community” in the “Find a Fundraising 
Group” search field, then click on the “Donate” link. You 
can also drop off donations at the front office of the 
school. 
 

The 5th graders would like to invite everyone in our St. 
Mary Magdalene Catholic Community to join them on De-
cember 12, 2015, as they place wreaths on the graves at the 
Houston National Cemetery (10410 Veterans Memorial 
Dr., Houston TX). 

 
Please bring your family and join us for our 

Annual School Open House 
 

Sunday, January 31st, 2016 
9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

Serving grades Pre-K3 & K4(Ages 3 & 4) thru 8th 

What is National Catholic Schools Week? 

 

National Catholic Schools Week is the annual cele-
bration of Catholic education in the United States. It 
starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, 
which in 2016 is January 31st - February 6th. The 
theme for National Catholic Schools Week 2016 is 

“Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service.” Schools typically observe 

the annual celebration week with Masses, open hous-
es and other activities for students, families, parish-

ioners and community members. Through these 
events, schools focus on the value Catholic education 
provides to young people and its contributions to our 

church, our communities and our nation. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

Advent is a time rich in family traditions. Many of 
them have been so effectively absorbed into our cul-
ture that their religious origins are hidden. Some of 
us will set candles in our windows tonight. The cus-
tom began in Ireland during the so-called “penal” 

days, extending from 1691 to the “Catholic Emanci-
pation” in 1829 and beyond. There were harsh pen-
alties and fines for not attending the government 
church. Priests were forced into hiding, but people 
were resourceful and determined in guarding their 
faith. At Christmas, Irish families, particularly in the 
countryside, placed a lighted candle in the cottage 
window and left the door unlatched, hoping that a 
priest might come by and celebrate the Christmas 

Mass for them. 
 

The possibility of the Mass coming into the family 
home gave rise to other Irish customs at the begin-
ning of Advent. The cottage received a fresh coat of 
whitewash, the threshold was swept especially clean, 

and fresh curtains were hung in the windows. The 
house was scrubbed until it gleamed, including all the 
pots and pans, and all garments and table linens were 

laundered. The custom of the Irish window candle 
was so admired in Catholic Europe that it was widely 

copied there, and now finds a welcome in households 
that may not exactly expect a priest to wander in! 

 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. P. 8 
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Youth Ministry News 
CCE / Faith Formation Classes:   Week #9 of our Faith Formation classes resumes on Sunday, November 29th 
at 3:00pm // Tuesday, December 1st at 6:00pm // Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:00pm in the St. Paul Center.  
Parents are reminded that we are in the middle of “cold and flu” season… This means that ANY student who is ill 
MUST be symptom-free for a full 24 hours before being sent to CCE {just like school}!  We really want to do eve-
rything possible to keep the catechists and students safe; this is why we allow for up to six (6) absences from CCE.  
There are a few spaces for students who are not yet registered for CCE / Formation classes; parents should contact 
the Formation Office immediately to check on session / grade-level availability. 
 

“Youth Nights”:   Hope you all had a happy Thanksgiving!  Our youth ministry events are back this week with 
two special events.  Our high school youth will gather on Sunday,  November 29th from 6:30pm - 8:00pm 
(Thanksgiving flashback and a discussion on Eucharistic Adoration).  The middle school youth have an abbreviat-
ed event on Thursday, December 3rd  from 6:00pm - 7:00pm (open house and ceiling tile painting). Both events 
will be in the Youth Room, which is located in the St. Paul Center.  All our youth events are open to all MS or HS 
youth (Catholic or not); bring a friend, or come make a new one… and get to know Carissa Bull, our new Coordi-
nator of Youth Ministry. 
 

Youth Adoration Hour:   We have scheduled a special opportunity for our youth to spend an hour in Eucharistic 
Adoration on Monday, November 30th from 7:00pm – 8:00pm in the Chapel.  Fr. Felix will lead this experience, 
and deliver a special Advent message to the youth; we will also have music to enhance this time of prayer and 
worship!  We will follow the adoration with a complimentary pizza dinner in the Family Life Center. 
 

2016 Confirmation Team Meeting:   Our fourth planning meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 3rd from 
7:00pm – 9:00pm in St. Mary’s Hall.  If you are an adult (maybe a parent?), young adult, or confirmed high school 
youth looking for a powerful and rewarding ministry, then the Confirmation Team may be for you.  The “team” is 
the group that plans and implements the youth Confirmation program here in the parish; weekly Confirmation 
sessions begin in January 2016. 
 

First Reconciliation Meeting:   Our third Reconciliation session is coming on Monday, December 7th from 
6:00pm – 7:30pm.  It is required that a parent and the student attend all remaining sacrament sessions!  Parents 
should take their child(ren) to the 2-story Education Building and find their grade-level class… After that, proceed 
to either the Church {parent meeting in English} or the Family Life Center {parent meeting in Spanish}.  THE 
STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND THE PARENT MEETING -  they go to grade-level classes in the Education 
Building.  Please make sure Chapters 1 – 6 are complete and that your child has memorized the required prayers; 
the Reconciliation interviews will be held at the December meeting.  If you have not yet purchased the blue sacra-
ment book for each child, please come by our offices to do that as soon as possible.  The sacrament book is $25 per 
book (cash or check, payable to SMM). 
 

Home-Based Catechesis:   Our next youth HBC meeting” (grades 6 – 12) is scheduled for Wednesday, December 
9th from 6:15pm - 7:00pm in room 309 of the St. Paul Center.  If you missed our previous meetings, please come 
pick up your CCE materials; if you attended the other meetings, please bring your student book so we can check 
your progress. 
 

Text Message Reminders:   We are pleased to offer text message reminders which can be sent straight to your cell-
phone / mobile device.  Simply enter 81010 in the “To:” field, and send the following message to register for spe-
cific messages for our programs… 
 

2016 Confirmation candidates / parents:  @conf2016 
2016 Confirmation TEAM (plans and runs the program):  @smmconteam 

2017 Confirmation candidates / parents:  @conf2017 
2015 – 2016 Reconciliation / Eucharist preparation:  @sacprep 

 
Mike Smith, Director of Faith Formation for Children and Youth   msmith@st-mm.com  

Carissa Bull, Coordinator of Youth Ministry   cbull@st-mm.com 
 

Youth Office:  (281) 446-1241       CCE Office:  (281) 446-2933 
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Children’s News 

2015 - 2016 CCE / Formation Classes   Hope everyone had a very happy Thanksgiving!  Week 
#9 of our CCE classes resume this week on Sunday, November 29th at 3:00pm // Tuesday, 
December 1st at 6:00pm // Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:00pm in the St. Paul Center.  
Parents are reminded that any students who are sick with a cold or flu MUST be symptom- 
free for 24 hours before returning to CCE… We want to keep all our students and catechists 
safe - this is why we allow up to six (6) absences.  Thanks for helping us keep everyone healthy!  

There are a few spaces left for students who are not yet registered for CCE / Formation classes; parents 
should contact the Faith Formation Office immediately to verify session / grade-level availability! 
 
Sacrament Preparation Meeting:   Parents should make note of our third Reconciliation session, which is 
scheduled for Monday, December 7th from 6:00pm – 7:30pm.  As a reminder, it is required that a parent 
and the student attend all sacrament preparation sessions!  Parents should have completed Chapters 1 - 6 in 
the blue sacrament book and make sure that their child has memorized the required prayers for the Decem-
ber interviews.  The student must bring their blue sacrament book to each session; if you need to purchase 
one, please stop by the CCE Office with $25 per book (cash or check, payable to SMM). 
 

Children’s Live Nativity:   We are looking for students -- grades 1 through 5 -- who would like to participate 
in the “Live Nativity” on Christmas Eve.  Parents should bring their child(ren) to the first Nativity rehearsal 
on Thursday, December 10th from 6:45pm - 7:30pm in the Church.  The children will present the live nativi-
ty story during the 4:00pm “Children’s Mass” on December 24th.  Costumes are provided! 

Adult Faith Formation CATECHESIS AND EVANGELIZATION OF ADULTS 
Ivana T. Meshell, M.A., Director, imeshell@st-mm.com   Assisted by Ginger Herrington, gingerh@st-mm.com 

 
JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL 
 

Advent Prayer 
Service And Social 
Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
7:00 pm 
McGivney Hall 
(old Baptist church) 
 

We will have a beautiful, meaningful 
prayer service (about 25 minutes), followed by light refreshments and 
conversation. Bring a simple snack to share and bring a friend. Let’s 
start Advent off right! Let us pray for one another. 



 

 

A Little Bit of Silence 
Ivana Meshell, Director of Adult Faith Formation 
 

“We live in a society in which it seems that every space, every moment must be filled with 
initiatives, activity, sound; often there is not even time to listen and dialogue. Dear Broth-
ers and Sisters! Let us not be afraid to be silent outside and inside ourselves, so that we are able not 
only to perceive God’s voice, but also the voice of the person next to us, the voice of others.” 
          —Pope Benedict XVI 
 

Those of you who know Deacon James and I fairly well know that we like to deer hunt. I remember the days 
when sitting in the deer stand meant being totally quiet and totally alone for several hours at a time. It was an 
excuse for a period of complete solitude—a chance to get away from the demands of everyday life, and for 
the most part, it still is. Except now we can text one another on our cell phones from the stand:  
“See anything?” 
“Just squirrels.” 
“Wind’s blowing hard.” 
“Shut up and hunt!” 
 

Hunting used to be a sport for “good ol’ boys” and was a simple, earthy enterprise. James shot his first squir-
rel when he was only eight years old. He brought it home to his mother who cooked it and served it for dinner. 
In those days, hunting was a way of providing necessary food for a growing country family of eight children.  
Today, they have fancy cameras you can mount in the woods and hook up to your home computer so you 
can watch the deer 24 hours a day. There is computer-matched camouflage gear for which the outfitters 
charge a hefty price. James and I are both intrigued and repulsed by how such things have changed the cul-
ture of hunting. Some is good. Some is not so good. 
 

The technology of our modern world has its place, and I don’t think most of us would necessarily want to go 
back to the way things were 60, 40 or just 20 years ago. Technology is powerful, and it gives us marvelous 
opportunities we would never have had before. For example, I have thoroughly enjoyed the Kindle Fire I got 
for my birthday few years ago. You can do so much with this thing! Yet power is always accompanied by 
the possibility of abuse of use of that power. People of so-called “developed” countries such as the United 
States are so very “plugged in.” Many people have no idea what it is like to sit still in silence in any situation 
for more than a few minutes (much less an entire morning) and thus have no idea of the spiritual benefits 
such an experience can impart. Many people cannot possibly imagine a day without their smartphones; the 
very thought of not checking their messages hourly scares them. It’s often the case that we see people so 
anxious to take pictures of an event (such as a baptism) that they actually miss savoring the moment itself 
unfolding right in front of them. We are constantly on Facebook and Twitter—and again, all of these things 
are useful and have their place. The danger is that they begin to take the place of real human relation-
ships. 
 

This Advent, why don’t we listen to the voice of the person next to us? The entire world is dying for a 
good listener, and so few of us are any good at it. People are dying to be heard, to be understood, to know 
that someone really listens to us and understands us on a real, human level. The less of this we get, the 
more we turn in on ourselves, risking less, sharing less, until we become little islands unto ourselves, com-
municating only meaningless messages about things that are trivial and impersonal. We tweet about this and 
post about that, when really, all we want is to be known and loved. 
 

“Let us not be afraid to be silent outside and inside ourselves…” Silence is not the enemy. We need to 
make friends with silence from time to time. If we do not, we risk living our entire lives believing that every 
moment has to be filled with messages and sound from somewhere other than within our own hearts. Many 
people cannot keep silence because they are afraid of what they will hear from within if they are quiet for too 
long. Discontent with themselves and with the world is a harsh reality for many, but rather than deal with the 
painful discomfort of restlessness, we cover it over with sound and activity. There is another sound to be 
heard. It is the voice of the Living God who, in virtue of our baptism, lives within us and promised for all time 
never to leave us. Listening to and responding to that voice takes courage—but first, it takes a little bit 
of silence. Let us use some of this Advent time to cultivate our relationships with the people who are right 
here with us and with God who is with us as well. Emmanuel is with us. P.11 



 

 

Especialmente para nuestra Comunidad Hispana 

 

Una Época de Esperanza 
 

¡Espero que todos ustedes hayan tenido un maravilloso Día de Acción de Gracias 
junto con sus familias! 
 

Aquí estamos hoy al principio de otro ciclo del año litúrgico de la Iglesia. Nuestras 
lecturas del domingo ahora son del Año C del ciclo litúrgico—el Año de San Lucas. 

El Adviento es una época de esperanza, una época de esperar. La palabra viene de la palabra en 
Latín adventus, la cual significa “venida” o “llegada”. La primera lectura de la profecía de Jere-
mías (nacido en 646 A.C.) hablo de los días por venir cuando Dios cumplirá sus promesas a la 
casa de Israel y Judá. 
 

Durante la época de Adviento, la Iglesia se enfoca en las tres dimensiones de la venida de Cris-
to. Recordamos su primera venida cuando tomó forma humana y nació de la Virgen María (lo 
que conmemoramos en la Navidad). Celebramos su presencia entre nosotros, y también espe-
ramos su venida al fin del mundo cuando juzgará a los vivos y los muertos. El evangelio dio una 
descripción aterradora de lo que debemos tomar en cuenta cuando se vaya acercando el fin. 
Más que nada, somos invitados a mantenernos firmes, a ser vigilantes y estar listos para el día. 
El Adviento viene durante la época cuando los días son cortos y las noches son largas. Es una 
época de esperanza porque nos recuerda que el tiempo de la oscuridad se terminará. Esta épo-
ca nos ayuda a enfocarnos en lo que debemos hacer todo el año: traer la luz de Cristo a nues-
tros corazones y a los corazones de todos. Debemos dejar que la luz de Cristo alumbre los luga-
res oscuros de nuestras vidas. 
 

Durante esta época, puede ser que nos preguntemos: ¿Cómo puedo, o como puedes tú, llevar la 
luz a alguien que está en la oscuridad? ¿Hay una obra que podamos hacer para ayudar a que 
alguien se sienta mejor? ¿Hay algo que pueda hacer yo para poder llevar la esperanza a alguien 
que está alrededor de mí? Puede ser una tarjeta de buena voluntad a alguien que no lo está es-
perando. Puede ser decirle “Lo siento” a alguien que pudiste haber lastimado. Estas y otras 
simples muestras de parte de nosotros pueden sanar el cuerpo y el alma y dispersar la oscuri-
dad de nuestras vidas y la de nuestros prójimos. 
 

Las cuatro velas en la corona del Adviento son símbolos de la esperanza, el amor, la alegría y la 
paz que trae esta época. Hemos invitado a familias a que alumbren estas velas al principio de 
nuestras misas para subrayar la importancia de la fe y la familia durante esta época. Oremos 
para que podamos tener una profunda experiencia de la presencia de Dios en nuestras vidas 
para que podamos transformar nuestro mundo del odio al amor como nuestro llamado cris-
tiano nos pide hacer. 
 

El 8 de diciembre, el día de la Fiesta de la Inmaculada Concepción de María, iniciaremos el 
Año de Misericordia que fue declarado por el Papa Francisco. ¿Qué significa este año para ti y 
para mí? ¿Por qué el Papa le pidió a la Iglesia a enfocarse en la misericordia de una forma espe-
cial durante los próximos doce meses? ¿Qué es a lo que somos llamados a hacer durante el Año 
de la Misericordia? Yo intentaré contestar algunas de estas preguntas la próxima semana. 
 

¡Les deseo una semana y época de Adviento muy bendecida! 
 

—Padre Felix 
P.12 



 

 

Ofrenda Semanal 
 

Ofrenda del 21 y 22 de noviembre 2015 —  
Información no disponible al tiempo de publicación 

 
Informe del DSF (A partir de 11/16/2015) 

Meta del DSF 2015 — $160,220.00 
Contribución a la fecha — 

$147,629.20 
Monto comprometido a la fecha — 

$158,459.15 
Numero de participantes — 487 

Palabra de Vida 
 

“Si se lo pedimos, Jesús estará en cada paso 
del camino, dándonos la gracia que necesitamos. Y 

sus planes son extremadamente más gratificantes que 
lo que podemos imaginar”. 

 

— USCCB Programa Respetemos la Vida 2015-16 
“Amor, sexo y esterilización” 

Segunda Colecta para el 
6 de diciembre 2015 

 

La segunda colecta del próximo fin de semana es el 
SOBRE DORADO. Su donación generosa ayudará a 
reducir la deuda de la parroquia. Favor de indicar 
SOBRE DORADO en su cheque si no tiene un sobre. 

Muchas gracias por su generosidad. 

 
 

Comparte Tus Bendiciones es un programa de rega-
los navideños dirigido por las Caridades Católicas de la 

Arquidiócesis de Galveston-Houston. Este programa 
provee juguetes y otros regalos para niños de 0-17 

años de edad. El año pasado pudimos proveer regalos 
de Navidad para mas de 971 niños, ¡y no lo hubiéra-

mos podido lograr sin su ayuda! Para muchos de estos 
niños, este será el único regalo que recibirán esta Navi-
dad. Queremos servir tanto a los niños como a sus pa-

dres para que no tengan que escoger entre regalos 
navideños o otras necesidades durante estas fiestas. 

 

Pueden escoger un ángel del árbol que estará en el 
atrio de la iglesia. Luego pueden comprar un regalo 

para ese niño y traer el regalo sin envolver antes del 7 
de diciembre 2015. Pueden poner su regalo debajo del 
árbol en el atrio antes de misa o en la oficina de la pa-

rroquia de lunes a viernes. 

La Virgen de Guadalupe en la Iglesia Católica 
 
Con el breve Non est equidem del 25 de mayo de 1754, el Papa Benedicto XIV declaró a Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe como patrona de lo que entonces se conocía como Nueva España, lo cual le 
correspondía a Centro y Norte América Española, y aprobó textos litúrgicos para la Santa Misa y el 
Breviario en honor a ella. El Papa Leo XVIII otorgó nuevos textos en 1891 y autorizó la coronación de 
la imagen en 1895. El Papa San Pio X la proclamó como patrona de Latinoamérica en 1910. En 1935, 
el Papa Pio XI la proclamó como patrona principal de las Filipinas y construyó un monumento en ho-
nor a ella en los Jardines del Vaticano. El Papa Pio XII declaró a la Virgen de Guadalupe como 
“Reina de México y Emperatriz de las Américas” en 1945 y “Patrona de las Américas” en 1946. El 
Papa Juan XXIII la invocó como la “Madre de las Américas” en 1961, refiriéndose a ella como Madre 

y Maestra de la Fe de Todos los Pueblos Americanos, y en 1966, el Papa Pablo VI mandó una Rosa Dorada al santua-
rio. El Papa Juan Pablo II visitó al santuario durante su primer viaje fuera de Italia como Papa del 26 hasta el 31 de 
enero 1979 y de nuevo cuando beatificó a Juan Diego el 6 de mayo de 1990. En 1992, él dedicó una capilla dentro de 
la Basílica de San Pedro en el Vaticano a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. A petición de la Asamblea Especial para las 
Américas del Sínodo de Obispos, él nombró a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe como patrona de las Américas el 22 de 
enero de 1999 (con el resultado que su celebración litúrgica, en todas las Américas, consiguió el grado de una solemni-
dad) y visitó el santuario de nuevo el siguiente día. El 31 de julio del 2002, él canonizó a Juan Diego ante una multitud 
de 12 millones, y mas tarde en ese mismo año también incluyó en el Calendario General del Rito Romano, como con-
memoraciones opcionales, las celebraciones litúrgicas de San Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin (9 de diciembre) y Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe (12 de diciembre). 

 
Acompáñenos el viernes, 11 de diciembre a las 11:00 P.M. para las Mañanitas y también una procesión del Ro-
sario. La celebración de misa para Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe es el sábado, 12 de diciembre a las 9:00 A.M. 

¡Todos están bienvenidos! P.13 

Reflexión para el Adviento 
 

Para que reforcemos nuestra relación con Jesús por 
medio del sacramento de la Reconciliación. 

 

"Cuando comiencen a suceder estas cosas, cobren ánimo y 
levanten la cabeza, porque se acerca su redención." (Lucas 21:28) 

 

Celebramos el Adviento cada año en preparación para el naci-
miento de Jesús, Su primera llegada, mientras esperamos por su 
segunda llegada. En este tiempo de Adviento, use el sacramento 
de la Reconciliación para fortalecer su relación con Jesús. Nunca 

es tarde. 
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