Come Rack, Come Rope is a gripping historical novel which takes place during Queen
Elizabeth I’s persecution of English Catholics. Based on the real sufferings of a real Catholic
family in particular, and Catholics across the country, Robert Hugh Benson’s classic novel is
one of tragedy and loss, but also heroism and human and divine love.
The novel follows Robin and Margaret, a young couple in love who forgo their affection
when Margaret realizes Robin is called to the priesthood. Both play a critical role in caring
physically and spiritually for their fellow Catholics during this time of terror.
From the author: Very nearly the whole of this book is sober historical fact; and by far the
greater number of the persons named in it once lived and acted in the manner in which I
have presented them. My hero and my heroine are fictitious; so also are the parents of my
heroine, the father of my hero, one lawyer, one woman, two servants, a farmer and his wife,
the landlord of an inn, and a few other entirely negligible characters.
But the family of the FitzHerberts passed precisely through the fortunes which I have
described; they had their confessors and their one traitor (as I have said). Mr. Anthony
Babington plotted, and fell, in the manner that is related; Mary languished in Chartley under
Sir Amyas Paulet; was assisted by Mr. Bourgoign; was betrayed by her secretary and Mr.
Gifford, and died at Fotheringay; Mr. Garlick and Mr. Ludlam and Mr. Simpson received their
vocations, passed through their adventures; were captured at Padley, and died in Derby.
Father Campion (from whose speech after torture the title of the book is taken) suffered on
the rack and was executed at Tyburn. Mr. Topcliffe tormented the Catholics that fell into his
hands; plotted with Mr. Thomas FitzHerbert, and bargained for Padley (which he
subsequently lost again) on the terms here drawn out.

