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with the Holy Spirit, not with oil. And his
mission is to be the Messiah promised to the
Jewish people, to save humanity from Hell
for Heaven, and to inaugurate the kingdom
of God.

A Follower of Jesus in
His Holy Catholic Church

OFFICIAL CLERGY
APPOINTMENTS
Retirement
Father Dennis Colter will retire from
active ministry, after serving as Pastor of St.
Patrick Parish in Cedar Falls, and Dean of the
Waterloo Deanery (effective 7 September
2021).
Pastor
Father Ivan Nienhaus will be re-assigned
as Pastor of St. Patrick Parish in Cedar Falls,
after serving as Pastor of St. Patrick Parish in
Cedar Rapids and Pastoral Coordinator of
Holy Family Consolidated School in Cedar
Rapids (effective 7 September 2021), and is
granted a mini-sabbatical (effective 13 July
2021).
Father Greg Bahl will be re-assigned as
Pastor of St. Patrick Parish, Cedar Rapids, while continuing his ministry as the
Director of the Archdiocesan Office of Worship (effective 13 July 2021), this appointment
replaces the earlier appointment made in
April of 2021.
With pastoral care of Sacred Heart Parish
in Oxford Junction once again being the
responsibility of the Archdiocese of
Dubuque, Father Andrew Awotwe-Mensah will be appointed Pastor of Sacred Heart
Parish in Oxford Junction, in addition to his
current assignment (effective 1 July 2021).

Michael O. Jackels
Archbishop of Dubuque

Janine Marie Idziak
Chancellor

This is the first entry in a document by Archbishop
Michael Jackels titled, “A Follower of
Jesus In His Holy Catholic Church” which was
published online in April of 2021.
Part 1: Introduction
This telling of our holy Catholic Faith
is offered to anyone, everyone who is
looking for answers, searching for God. It
is offered to help us to know, love and serve
Jesus, in order to be happy with him in this
life and in the afterlife.
It will hopefully also help parents to
teach their children the faith, and help
parishioners to witness to inquirers who
want to learn more about our faith, and
help Church ministers to help parents and
parishioners do that. As they say: You can’t
give what you don’t have, right?
What will inspire others to love
Jesus, such that they will want to belong
to his Catholic Church? Rituals, rules,
and the rod of punishment in and of
themselves will not, as sure as cold butter
don’t spread.
Rather, what’s attractive is knowing about
the person of Jesus, his teachings, his saving
deeds, and the way of life he shows to his
followers. What’s more, being taught that by
someone who loves Jesus, and gives a good
example of trying to live by his teachings.
CHRISTIANS - The followers of Jesus are
called Christians: “It was at Antioch that the
disciples were first called Christians.” (Acts of
the Apostles 11:26)
We are called Christians because Jesus was
called the Christ (a title, not his last name).
Christ is from Greek, a translation of the
Hebrew word Messiah, which means the one
anointed with oil.
Anointing with oil was used to indicate that
God chooses the person for a special life or
mission. In the case of Jesus, he is anointed

“[John the Baptist] sent [two of his disciples]
to the Lord to ask, ‘Are you the one who is
to come [the Messiah], or should we look for
another?’” (Luke 7:19) Jesus answered by
listing all the signs that he was the Messiah,
the one who was to come.
DISCIPLES - A Christian is described as
a disciple of Jesus. This word is from Latin,
meaning one who learns. We learn from the
teaching and example of Jesus about how to
live in this world, in hope of eternal life in
Heaven.
“Whoever does not carry his own cross and
come after me cannot be my disciple.” (Luke
14:27)
CHURCH - You can’t be a Christian just
by yourself. If you believe in Jesus, the next
step is to be baptized. If you were baptized
as an infant, the next step is to “own” your
Baptism, to make it a guiding force in how
you live.
Baptism makes you a member of the family of
God, the community of believers, the body of
Christ, the Church. Jesus said that he would
build his Church on the rock of Peter’s faith,
namely, that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
the living God. (Matthew 16:18)
The word Church is from Greek, and when
it’s spelled in upper case, it refers to the
assembly of people who belong to the Lord
by their profession of faith and by being
baptized. We are Christians who belong to
Jesus’ Catholic Church.
The word catholic is from Greek, meaning
universal. When Catholic is spelled in upper
case, it’s the proper name of our Church.
When it’s spelled in lower case (such as in the
Apostles’ Creed), it refers to an attribute of
the Church, that it’s a universal Church.
When the word church is spelled in
lower case, it refers to the building where the
assembly of believers go for prayer, either
alone or with others, and where they gather
together for worship at Holy Mass.
SACRED SCRIPTURE - Catholics are first
and foremost followers of Jesus. We love
Jesus. We have a personal relationship with
Jesus in his holy Catholic Church. We are his

friends. Friendship with Jesus begins and
deepens by knowing him.
We learn about Jesus from the written record
in Sacred Scripture, the Bible, and from what
has been passed on by his followers through
Sacred Tradition.
The Bible is not one book, but a collection of
73 books. The first part of the Bible, called the
Old Testament, has 46 books of the history, law,
and prophecies of the Jewish religion. Christians read the Old Testament too because we
believe Jesus is the Messiah promised to the
Jewish people.
The second part of the Bible, called the New
Testament, has 27 books that tell the story
of Jesus, and the faith of his first followers.
There were other writings about Jesus, but by
the beginning of the 5th Century, the bishops
of the Catholic Church had decided that only
these reflected the true faith about Jesus.

Spirit, just like Scripture, and that it has
the same authority as Scripture. Together,
Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition make
up what’s called the deposit of faith.
When Tradition is spelled in upper case, it
refers to this authoritative source of teaching,
revealed by God and affirmed by the Church,
which we have access to especially in Church
doctrine, worship, and faith practices.
“I have much more to tell you, but you cannot
bear it now. But when he comes, the Spirit of
truth, he will guide you to all truth. He will
not speak on his own, but will speak what he

hears, and declare to you the things that are
coming.” (John 16:12-13)
“Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold fast
to the traditions that you were taught, either
by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.” (2
Thessalonians 2:15)
When tradition is spelled in lower case, it
refers to prayers, or devotions, or stories
associated with the saints. These traditions
might be inspired by the Spirit, but not
necessarily, and they aren’t authoritative
for what we believe and how we live
as Christians.

PERMANENT DIACONATE ORDINATION TO BE LIVESTREAMED JULY 10

The bishops of the Catholic Church declared
that the 73 books of the Bible were written
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to
record without error those things needed for
our salvation.
We can encounter Jesus through the Sacred
Scriptures a number of ways: at Holy Mass,
in the Readings and in the Mass prayers; by
praying the Liturgy of the Hours, the prayer
of the Church, which is made up of Psalms;
and by a prayer practice called lectio divina,
Latin for divine (or holy, prayerful) reading
of the Bible.
We are encouraged to read the Bible as
a great help to the practice of our holy
Catholic Faith; it has the power to change
lives. Consider the examples of Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, Ignatius of Loyola, and
Augustine of Hippo. They each had an encounter with Jesus through reading the
Scriptures that changed them in such a way as
to merit the title “Saint” before their names.
Listen to the Blind Willie Johnson song: “I’ve
got a Bible in my home. If I don’t read it, and
my soul gets lost, it’s nobody’s fault but mine.”
Read the Bible, yes, and think about what it
means for you. But when it comes to what we
believe and how we live our Catholic Faith,
the Magisterium has the final word. That
word is from Latin, meaning teacher, and it
refers to the teaching authority of the Pope
and the bishops in union with him, under the
guidance of the Spirit.
An example of the Magisterium is when the
Apostles met to decide if non-Jewish converts
to Christianity had to obey the law of Moses.
They wrote their decision in a letter to some
of these converts: “It is the decision of the
Holy Spirit and of us not to place on you any
burden beyond these necessities.” (Acts of the
Apostles 15:28)
SACRED TRADITION - We also learn
about Jesus from what wasn’t written down,
but handed down orally from Jesus to his
Apostles, and by them to their successors,
the bishops of the Catholic Church. We call
this Sacred Tradition, from Latin, meaning
to pass something down.
We believe that it is inspired by the Holy

The diaconate ordination Mass for Class XIX is an invitation only event. It will be livestreamed at 10 a.m. July 10 at
dbqarch.org/live-broadcasts. Back: Doug & Julia Bean, St. Patrick, Anamosa; Dave & Karen Roth, Holy Spirit Parish,
Dubuque; Roger & Marsha Luensmann, St. Mary, Manchester; John & Dianne Roisen, St. James, Forest City; Jim &
Annmarie (not pictured) Kurtenbach, St. Patrick, Nevada. Middle: Rick & Liz Nilles, Holy Family Parish, Reinbeck;
Nick & Nettie Elliott, St. Patrick, Epworth; Jim & Kim Koetz, St. John the Baptist, Peosta; Paul & Shelley Dolan, St. Mark,
Edgewood. Front: Francisco & Marta Vazquez, St. James, Forest City; Dan & Janice Kurt, St. Matthias, Cascade; Mark
& Barb Otting, St. Matthias, Cascade; Joe & Lorriane Blanck, St. John XXIII, Cedar Rapids.
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES CELEBRATING
90TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2021
By Dan Russo

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
of Dubuque was initially founded to
respond to the crisis of displaced children
during the Great Depression. Over
several
generations,
the
agency
expanded to fulfill its ongoing mission.
Community
members
recently
participated in a virtual prayer service to
give thanks for Catholic Charities’ 90th
anniversary, which is being marked in
multiple ways throughout this year.
“Our 90th celebration allows us time to
reflect on our rich history, be proud of our
present and reaffirm our commitment to
the next 90 years of providing help and
hope to those who need us most,” said Tracy
Morrison, Executive Director of Catholic
Charities, in the video of the event posted
online June 8. “Since the beginning, Catholic

Charities has had the responsibility of
coordinating and bringing like-minded
Catholic social agencies together. ”
Archbishop Francis Beckman started Catholic
Charities in 1931. The agency’s main focus then
was the establishment of St. Mary’s Orphan
Home and the management of local foster care
services and adoption placements. Today the
agency’s current ministries include Affordable
Housing, Immigration Legal Services, Disaster
Relief, Mental Health Counseling, Jail & Prison
Ministry, Poverty Reduction and Post Adoption
Searches.
Archbishop Jackels urged viewers of the
prayer service “to dare to care to share with
those in need” by getting involved with
Catholic Charities.
“Please see yourself as part of this great work
and not apart from,” he said.
The prayer service and other 90th
Anniversary content is on Catholic Charities’
website at: https://catholiccharitiesdubuque.
org/ or on YouTube at CatholicCharitiesDBQ.
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