Parish Stewardship

Community Outreach

Online Giving Trend via ParishSoft– Feb. to Oct. 2020

•

The CCW organized guest speakers, a prayer line, the Jesse Tree (400+ gifts), Palm Crosses, Mary's Way of the Cross, SHIP/Soup
Kitchen, Valentine treats for the Sisters, Meatloaf for the Homeless, and the Ellie and Frank Shifano Service award (3 recipients)

•

KOC sponsor 3 Blood Drives, Disabilities Olympics for proceeds to benefit Matheny School, plant sales for local charities, fall coat
drive, and bakes sales

•

Altar Rosary Society organized a Baby Bottle Fundraiser for the Pregnancy Aid Center

•

Eucharistic Ministers visit homebound/elderly/sick.

•

Thanksgiving/Christmas baskets to families in need

•

Youth Group visited Eastern Star Nursing Home for Christmas Caroling & Crafts, sponsored 'Souper Bowl' to raise funds for local
charities, create Valentines for Catholic Charities, provided 145lbs of food to the Food Bank and FISH for Project Lunch Box

•

2 high school students are recipients of St. Timothy Award

Blessed Sacrament Church Parish Financial Report
July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020
Dear Parishioners,
The parish ended a challenging fiscal year with an operating loss of -$137,021. When the results are normalized for the impact of the Capital Campaign,
the parish has run a deficit every year since fiscal year 2011.
As a result of COVID-19, the parish experienced a decline in collections across the board. In-pew collections took a hit in the last three-and-a-half months
of the fiscal year when parishioner attendance at Mass was first prohibited and then restricted and the Easter collection (which occurred when Mass attendance was prohibited), traditionally our second largest collection, was down 55%. The offertory averaged $9,371/week from March through the end of
the Fiscal Year. Thus far in FY20/21, the offertory average has slightly increased to roughly $10,000/week. The Pre-COVID average weekly was $13,125.
COVID-19 restrictions limited parishioners access to our devotional candles for several months, special gifts and donations declined by 47.5% over the
previous year and the Capital Campaign is almost wrapped up.
I am very grateful to those 155 parishioners who went to our online giving portal, ParishSoft when the COVID-19 pandemic began and those parishioners
that continued to mail-in or drop off checks. I encourage you to begin, or to continue, giving online, even if you have physically returned to the church.
Online giving ensures a dependable stream of the weekly offertory, especially in these uncertain times, but also in the summer months when people are
away on vacation.
Operating Expenses
There is some good news to share. Early in the pandemic, the parish received a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan of $90,200 to help offset staff
salaries and utilities through our bank, PNC, for which we expect to receive almost full forgiveness once we are able to apply for it.
The parish has been faced with significant expenses for repairs of $39,772 for the heating, electrical, plumbing systems, and repairs to the parking lot. The
majority of ongoing operating expenses include salaries/benefits, insurance, Diocesan payments, liturgy & worship, maintenance, contract services, and
utility expenses. This includes maintenance required at the rectory and office to accommodate the change in cleric and our summer seminarian. In total,
these expenses amount to $805,398 which accounts for over 79% of the parish operating expenses.
Keeping a critical eye on expenses during the pandemic did result in a decrease in certain operational expenses, however, this savings was offset by a
$32,800 increase in the Diocese Assessment. When the prohibition on parishioners attending Mass in our church was lifted, I committed to ensuring the
safety of parishioners by engaging a professional cleaning service to sanitize the church after every large gathering (not only weekend Masses, but our
First Communion and Confirmation liturgies and funerals). This is, of course, an expense we could not have anticipated when preparing last year’s budget.
Overall, the parish operational expenses for the fiscal year of $1,056,303 is roughly the same as the previous year.
The Year Ahead
1

Fiscal Year 2020/21 will be a challenging one for Blessed Sacrament Church. We began the year in the pandemic and there is the possibility that most of
the year will continue to be affected by COVID-19.
Based on our weekly offertory collections (in-pew and online) since July 1, and assuming the restrictions imposed by the pandemic will be with us for some
time to come, this primary source of our parish income is projected to be down over $63,000 from last year. What we can expect at Christmas and Easter
is certainly unclear. Blessed Sacrament Church, achieved 87.5% of our Bishop’s Annual Appeal Goal. It is hoped that these real and potential decreases
will be offset by reduced facility, office, and liturgical expenses. The parish staff and I will do our best in this area without reducing what our parish provides
in terms of parish ministries, activities, charitable services, and community outreach.
In short: at current levels, weekly and holiday collections simply will not be able to sustain ordinary parish operating expenses in the fiscal year ahead. In
light of this, I ask all parishioners to prayerfully consider whether it is within their means to increase their weekly offering or to make a “catch-up” donation
for when they were not been able to be at weekend Masses or Easter Mass. Alternatively, as we approach year-end, perhaps you may want to consider a
gift of appreciated securities, which offers certain tax advantages.
As always, I am most grateful for your generosity and commitment to Blessed Sacrament Church, whether it be through your time, your talent, your treasure, or through all three. May Our Lord abundantly bless and keep safe you and your families.

1 Adjustment made in closing the 2018/19 books resulted in understated insurance expense of $43,368

Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Brian J. Nolan, D.Min

