St. Mary’s Catholic Church
32nd Ordinary Sunday
Dear Sisters and Brothers:
Herbert Hoover served as President of
the United States from 1929-1933. His
encouragement and policies of supporting big
business led to a handful of companies (like
Standard Oil) controlling a large proportion of
the country’s wealth. The Wall Street Crash in October
1929 indicted the failure of his policies and the
subsequent depression revealed Hoover’s lack of
political and financial foresight. President Hoover
believed that the 1929 Crash was only a temporary
setback. He declared at the height of the collapse that:
“the fundamental business of the country is on a sound
and prosperous basis.” Surprisingly not, Herbert Hoover
was not re-elected for another term as president. Years
later, speaking with the voice of experience, Hoover
reflected: “Wisdom consists not so much in knowing
what to do in the ultimate as in knowing what to do
next.”
Wisdom is the theme of today’s Scripture
readings. In our first reading wisdom is personified as a
mysterious woman who is never far from those who look
for her. Lady Wisdom is near as she lingers at people’s
doors and gates. She waits to be consulted on all matters
as she walks the streets looking for those who are worthy
of her. She is portrayed not as a rare and elusive being
but rather as a resource within everyone’s reach. Like
common sense, Lady Wisdom is invisible to those who
don’t expect to find her at the heart of experience. Lady
Wisdom is seeking us, but are we aware of her? She
wants to help us and free us from our worries and fears
but we must be vigilant, or we will miss her.
When it comes to wisdom, many of us shy away
from the subject in the belief that wisdom is solely the
proper concern of philosophers and poets. But if wisdom
is “about knowing what to do next,” it clearly concerns
all of us. The parable of the ten virgins and their oil
lamps in today’s Gospel confirms this view. Today’s
story of the wise and foolish virgins is part of the
eschatological discourse that makes up Matthew’s
Gospel (Mt. 24-25). The focus of these chapters is on
Jesus’ Second Coming and the apparent delay of that
event taking place. Mt. 24-25 contains an important
aspect of wisdom: wise people are always prepared for
future events while foolish ones make no such
preparation.
Vigilance and wisdom are key elements in the
parable of the ten virgins. This story is not about good
and evil but rather it is about being ready, alert,
observant and prepared. The wise virgins were vigilant,
bringing a reserve supply of oil for their lamps. The end
result being that they were ready for the groom’s late…
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SUNDAY COLLECTION

Adults

$2,950.00
Loose $282.00
Total
$3,232.00
50 envelopes returned = 25%
Thank you for your generosity!
Thank you also to those who give
electronically!!

Assignments for November 14 & 15, 2020
Money Counters: Courtney Gerten, Deb Goldenetz
4:00 p.m.
Cantor: Katie Hohenbrink
Ushers: Chuck Niese and Dave Siefker
Lector: Jason Swartzlander
E.M.: Jeanne Parinello
Servers: KJ Hohenbrink
8:00 a.m.
Cantors: Kevin Vance
Ushers: Volunteer
Lector: Volunteer
E.M: Volunteer
Server: Volunteer
10:00 a.m.

Cantor: Kevin Vance
Ushers: Greg and Gabe Denecker
Lectors: Chris Denecker
E.M.: Cathy Hermiller
Servers: Conner Gerten
Readings for November 15, 2020
33rd Ordinary Sunday
st
1 Reading: Proverbs 31:10–13, 19-20, 30-31
2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1 – 6
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:14 – 30
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…arrival and were prepared to greet him when he
appeared. Their reward was an invitation into the
wedding feast. The foolish virgins were negligent, not
thinking ahead and preparing for the possibility of the
bridegroom being late. They were not prepared for the
groom’s delay as they did not bring any reserve oil for
their lamps. Because of their negligence, they missed the
groom’s arrival and were denied access and entrance to
the wedding banquet. The wisdom of the five wise
virgins consisted in doing what was expected of thembeing well prepared. Their wisdom wasn’t extraordinary
but eminently practical. In the words of President
Hoover: “their wisdom consisted not so much in
knowing what to do in the ultimate as in knowing what
to do next.”
The message of today’s Gospel passage is rather
simple: if we are wise and do what we have to do
conscientiously, we have no reason to fear the
unexpected-our death or Jesus’ Second Coming. There is
a blessing in doing the ordinary with sensitivity, in doing
the sane and sensible thing, in acting with common sense
and prudence. The fourteenth century mystic Meister
Eckhart summed it up perfectly when he said: “Wisdom
consists in doing the next thing you have to do, doing it
with your whole heart, and finding delight in doing it.”
Have a blessed week.
Love & prayers,
Fr. John
P.S. Today we celebrate Redemptorist Vocation Day. I
ask you to pray for Redemptorists ministering
throughout the world and pray that many more young
men will consider serving God as a Redemptorist Priest
or Brother.
P.P.S. Today we also celebrate Stewardship Sunday. I
want to express my appreciation and gratitude to all our
wonderful parishioners who continue to share their time,
talent, and treasure with our St. Mary’s Community.
Thank you for your generosity and kindness. May God
continue to bless you and your loved ones and may Our
Mother of Perpetual Help watch over and protect you
always.
The celebration of National Vocations Awareness
Week is a good reminder to continue to pray for an
increase in vocations to the ordained ministry and
consecrated life in the Diocese of Toledo. Jesus said:
“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask
the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his
harvest” (Luke 10:2). We offer prayers this week that
God will call many from our local community to labor
with Jesus in serving the Church.
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Thank you for your support of St. Mary’s Parish
this year as we have navigated how to best continue
our ministry during the Covid-19 pandemic! We
invite everyone to consider joining many of your
fellow parishioners by making your generous gifts
through our online platform. Our online giving option
is a convenient and secure electronic giving program,
and it provides St. Mary’s with reliable donations
during these unstable times. It’s easy to enroll. Just
visit our website at: stmarysbluffton.org and click on
“eGiving” under the “Home” tab. Thank you so much
for considering supporting our parish electronically,
and may God bless you and keep you and your loved
ones safe and healthy. Fr. John
Dispensation
The dispensation to attend Sunday
Mass, and Holy Days of Obligation, remains in place
for the foreseeable future. Those who are at high risk,
especially the elderly and those with pre-existing
health conditions are advised to refrain from Mass
attendance out of concern for their own well-being
and out of Christian charity for others.
With cases of Covid-19 on the rise in area
counties, we would like to remind our
parishioners that we strongly recommend the
wearing of masks during the celebration of Mass.
Thank you for your understanding.

P.R.E.P
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be during the
10 a.m. Mass
K-5: Class will meet this Wednesday, November
11, from 6:30 – 7:30
6th Grade: Class will meet November 15 from 11 –
12:45
Jr High: Class will meet November 15 from 11 –
12:45


God Squad--High School Youth Group

God Squad High School Youth will meet November 15 from
11-12:45
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The Catholic Church in the United States
celebrates National Vocation Awareness Week
November 1 – 7, 2020. The purpose of this week is
to pray that all members of the Church will be open
to God’s plan in their lives.
The celebration of National Vocations Awareness
Week is a good reminder to continue to pray for an
increase in vocations to the ordained ministry and
consecrated life in the Diocese of Toledo. Jesus
said: “The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are
few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out
laborers for his harvest” (Luke 10:2). We offer
prayers this week that God will call many from our
local community to labor with Jesus in serving the
Church.
Any young man in the Diocese of Toledo who is
considering a call to the priesthood can contact their
parish priest or Father Philip Smith for guidance
and support. Father Smith is the Director of the
Office for Diocesan Priestly Vocations and can be
reached at: psmith@toledodiocese.org or 419-2446711 ext 4945. The Office for Diocesan Priestly
Vocations offers many events throughout the year
to help men learn more about the priesthood. Many
resources are also available on the website of the
Office for Diocesan Priestly Vocations:
https://toledopriesthood.org
A Prayer for Vocations:
Almighty God, make me an instrument to
encourage others to give of themselves and
challenge me to do the same. Inspire men and
women to respond generously to your call to service
and leadership in your church as priests,
consecrated religious, and deacons. Amen.
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Do you need your leaves raked? Want to
support a great cause? Let the youth at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church lend a hand!
Teams of youth are available to help! The
suggested cost is $10.00 per student per hour. To reserve
your yard clean-up spot, contact Kristy Schweingruber –
419-303-7609 or Kelly Yarnell – 419- 348 -7408 to
schedule a time. Clean up runs thru the end of
November, weather permitting. Leaves will be raked to
the curb. If bagging is preferred, homeowner will
provide the bags. 100% of the proceeds go directly to
supporting sending our youth to Catholic Youth Summer
Camp (CYSC)



A very generous donor has donated the
Formed.org subscriptions to all the parishes in the
Toledo Diocese. This is a great opportunity to
watch video programs that explain the Catholic
faith, explore the deepest meaning of marriage,
receive Bible studies on a variety of topics and
includes inspiring audio talks. To register, go to:
https://signup.formed.org/ and type in St. Mary or
use our zip code, 45817, and click on our parish.
Enter your name and email, and then check your
email for a link to begin using FORMED. It’s that
easy!



Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Ottawa is having its
annual Fall Festival on Sunday, November 1. BBQ
Chicken or Pork Chop dinners will be served from
11 – 1:30 p.m. as a drive thru at the Ottawa Fire
Station, 805 N. Agner Street. Dinners are $10.



Landeck St. John the Baptist Church will have
their annual “Sausage & Sauerkraut” dinner on
Sunday, November 8, 2020. This year, due to
COVID 19, we will have drive-thru carry outs only.
Cars will line up, heading north on Kill Rd, from 37pm. Volunteers will direct traffic, keeping the
flow moving. Dinner includes Homemade
Sauerkraut & Sausage, Mashed Potatoes, Pancakes,
Applesauce and Pie. Adult tickets are $10.00 and
Children (8 and under) are $5.00. Tickets can be
purchased either pre-sale at the parish office or on
the day.
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St. Mary's Catholic School Harvest
Celebration – Leipsic The harvest celebration
will now be virtual and will be open until
November 8th. To get tickets, please go to this
site: https://stmarys.ourraffle.org/
1.) Visit the raffle website
2.) Click Enter Raffle
3.) Add the desired number of tickets to the cart
(25/$12)
Example: If you would like $24.00 in tickets,
then click "Add to Cart" twice.
Note: If you add too many tickets you will need
to go to your Cart and revise, then return to the
Raffle.
4.) Browse Items and add the desired number of
tickets by clicking the + or -.
If you have questions, please contact
mknippen@sms.ls.noacsc.org
Winners will be announced by Wednesday,
November 11th. All prizes can be picked up at
the School or in the Parish Office after that date.

Come be our guest for Mass, dinner, and a talk on
November 12 at 5:45PM at St. Charles Church in
Lima. The Mass and program will also be viewable
via live stream
at http://nationalwebcasts.com/webcasts/stcharle
slima/ .
For those watching via live stream, Mass will begin
at 5:45PM and the program will begin at
approximately 7:00PM after a break for dinner.
Our speaker will be Michael Bragg, President of
Serra International Foundation who will speak on
“An International Perspective of Serra”. Mr. Bragg
is also a member of Toledo Serra Club. The
evening is sponsored by The Serra Club of Lima
Area, which exists to promote vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. To make a
reservation to attend in person, please call Kathy
McGraw at 419-303-0339.
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