St. Mary’s Catholic Church
33rd Ordinary Sunday
Dear Sisters and Brothers:
Today’s Scripture readings help us to focus on a
critical question that each one of us must ask ourselves:
Am I using my God-given abilities, blessings, gifts,
skills, talents, and treasures in making the Kingdom of
God a reality here and now? Our readings remind us of
our duty and responsibility to use our abilities, treasures,
skills, and resources for the common good: bringing
healing, comfort, hope, and peace into our desperate
wounded world. Our readings challenge us to be ready
and willing to respond joyfully and generously to the
opportunities presented to us in helping establish God’s
Kingdom in our communities.
Our first reading is from the Book of Proverbs.
This book is a collection of numerous wise sayings,
some of which are attributed to King Solomon. Today’s
beautiful and poetic passage is a small foretaste of
today’s Gospel message of Jesus’ theme of praising
those who use their talents for the sake of God’s
Kingdom. Today’s passage gives us a description of a
worthy wife and mother who is the center of family
happiness. This woman is the force that keeps everyone
and everything together on a day-to-day basis. She
bestows countless blessings upon her husband and
children as she puts their needs before her own. She
enjoys the success of her dealings, strength, dignity,
foresight and wisdom, and the praise and love of her
husband and children. She takes the initiative for doing
good and is tireless in her efforts to provide food,
shelter, clothing, and protection for her family. Her way
of going about her duties and responsibilities makes a
great difference as she does not find her tasks
burdensome. Rather, she is happy and sees her tasks as
being life-giving. This ideal wife and mother will bless
and nourish not only her immediate family members but
also the wider community, especially the poor and
needy. In every instance she generously uses her gifts
and abilities so that others will benefit. She simply takes
what God has been given to her and improves upon it.
Thus, she improves the lives of all she touches. Today’s
passage shows us that the worthy wife and mother is a
model for all of us. We are called to follow her example
of being energetically faithful in doing the tasks God
asks us to do.
In today’s Gospel passage from St. Matthew we
are introduced to Jesus’ parable of the talents. Jesus’
parable teaches us to boldly prefer taking active risks in
our lives over passive complacency. In Jesus’ parable a
wealthy landowner goes on a journey and places three
servants in charge of his money according to their
abilities. The master gives no instructions about how to
handle his money and leaves the decision up to each
servant’s discretion.
Continued…
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Weekend Masses
Sat Nov 14

4:00 p.m

Sun Nov 15

8:00 a.m.

Jim Alt, Murphy + Immele
Families
Wanda Kiene

Sun Nov 15

10:00 a.m.

Teresa Rieman

Sat Nov 21

4:00 p.m

Sun Nov 22

8:00 a.m.

Ellen, Lillian, + Richard
VonLehmden
For our parish

Sun Nov 22

10:00 a.m. Special Intention
SUNDAY COLLECTION

Adults

$2,510.00
Loose $673.00
Total
$3,183.00
45 envelopes returned = 22%
Thank you for your generosity!
Thank you also to those who give
electronically!!

Assignments for November 21 & 22, 2020
Money Counters: Janet Begg, Deb Buck
4:00 p.m.
Cantor: Steve McCullough
Ushers: John Parinello and Bob Minto
Lector: Jim Kinn
E.M.: Jennifer Tschuor
Servers: Elizabeth Honse
8:00 a.m.
Cantors: Steve McCullough
Ushers: Volunteer
Lector: Volunteer
E.M: Volunteer
Server: Volunteer
10:00 a.m.

Cantor: Steve McCullough
Ushers: Roger Brodman
Lectors: Lisa Welch
E.M.: Michelle Risner
Servers: Izzy and Ally Stechschulte
Readings for November 22, 2020
Feast of Christ the King
1st Reading: Ezekiel 34:11–12, 15 – 17
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20 – 26, 28
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31 – 46
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…Two industrious servants make wise and risky
decisions investing the owner’s money and they are
rewarded generously by their master for their creativity
and ingenuity. The third servant does something odd; he
simply buries the money in the ground. He plays it safe,
taking no risks. The end result- he is ridiculed cast out
and ends up with nothing at all.
The point of today’s Gospel passage is that God
has invested much in all of us by bestowing upon us
many abilities and talents. Therefore God expects us to
use our gifts to fashion our world and build up His
kingdom in our community. God created the world and
set it on its course but part of God’s plan is for
humankind to help shape the world. God expects each
one of us to use our abilities, resources, strengths, and
talents to make our communities better places. We can
strive to build a community in which all people live as
God’s children or through indifference, complacency,
and neglect we can allow our community to become a
place of selfishness and savagery. Since investments are
risky, we tend to hold back from readily investing our
time, talent and treasure in our community. Although it
appears that “hiding and burying our gifts and talents” is
safer, accepting Jesus challenge to action and allowing
our actions to touch other’s lives is the only way that
Jesus can spread the fruit of His Gospel. Simply put:
what we have generously received as gift we must risk
passing on to others.
We must always remember that Jesus is going to
return some day and He will want to know what we did
with the blessings, talents and resources He has given
us! Have a blessed week.
Love & prayers,
Fr. John

CUSTODIAN/CLEANING PERSON
We are looking for a person to work in
the role of custodian/cleaning person for
our Church complex on a weekly basis.
This paid position would be part-time
(approximately 7-8 hours a week) and would include
cleaning our church, kitchen, hallways, bathrooms,
social hall, and offices. If you are interested in this
position or you would like more information please
contact Fr. John at (419) 358-8abcd. Thank you. Fr.
John
With cases of Covid-19 on the rise in area
counties, we would like to remind our
parishioners that we strongly recommend the
wearing of masks during the celebration of Mass.
Thank you for your understanding.
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Thank you for your support of St. Mary’s Parish
this year as we have navigated how to best continue
our ministry during the Covid-19 pandemic! We
invite everyone to consider joining many of your
fellow parishioners by making your generous gifts
through our online platform. Our online giving option
is a convenient and secure electronic giving program,
and it provides St. Mary’s with reliable donations
during these unstable times. It’s easy to enroll. Just
visit our website at: stmarysbluffton.org and click on
“eGiving” under the “Home” tab. Thank you so much
for considering supporting our parish electronically,
and may God bless you and keep you and your loved
ones safe and healthy. Fr. John
Next week our special collection will support the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Forty
million people in the United States live in poverty. This
collection supports programs that empower people to
identify and address obstacles they face as they work to
bring permanent and positive change to their
communities. Learn more about the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development at
www.usccb.org/cchd/collection.

Dispensation
The dispensation to attend Sunday
Mass, and Holy Days of Obligation, remains in place
for the foreseeable future. Those who are at high risk,
especially the elderly and those with pre-existing
health conditions are advised to refrain from Mass
attendance out of concern for their own well-being
and out of Christian charity for others.

P.R.E.P
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be during the
10 a.m. Mass
K-5: Class will meet this Wednesday, November
18, from 6:30 – 7:30
6th Grade: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45
Jr High: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45


God Squad--High School Youth Group

God Squad High School Youth will meet today from 1112:45
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We will celebrate Mass at 9 a.m. on Thanksgiving –
Thursday, November 26. There is a sign-up sheet on the
shelf in the main entrance for liturgical ministers that are
willing and able to help at Mass that day. There will be no
daily Mass on Friday, November 27th


Do you need your leaves raked? Want to
support a great cause? Let the youth at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church lend a hand!
Teams of youth are available to help! The
suggested cost is $10.00 per student per hour. To reserve
your yard clean-up spot, contact Kristy Schweingruber –
419-303-7abcd or Kelly Yarnell – 419- 348 -7abcd to
schedule a time. Clean up runs thru the end of
November, weather permitting. Leaves will be raked to
the curb. If bagging is preferred, homeowner will
provide the bags. 100% of the proceeds go directly to
supporting sending our youth to Catholic Youth Summer
Camp (CYSC)



A very generous donor has donated the
Formed.org subscriptions to all the parishes in the
Toledo Diocese. This is a great opportunity to
watch video programs that explain the Catholic
faith, explore the deepest meaning of marriage,
receive Bible studies on a variety of topics and
includes inspiring audio talks. To register, go to:
https://signup.formed.org/ and type in St. Mary or
use our zip code, 45817, and click on our parish.
Enter your name and email, and then check your
email for a link to begin using FORMED. It’s that
easy!
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