St. Mary’s Catholic Church
2nd Ordinary Sunday
Dear Brothers and Sisters:
If God called and tried to speak to you, would
you listen and answer? Today’s Scripture readings are
about certain people’s particular “calls” to discipleship
and ministry. Our readings remind us that God
communicates with people in different ways and so we
need to be listening for His voice. At times we might
even need another person’s help in recognizing God’s
voice. We might need someone to help guide us in the
discernment process of interpreting and understanding
God’s message for us.
Today’s first reading from the Book of Samuel
is a vivid and dynamic account of the future prophet
Samuel’s call to ministry and discipleship. In today’s
passage we hear the story of God calling and speaking to
a young Samuel in the middle of the night. While Eli,
the priest, and Samuel were resting in the temple area,
Samuel twice hears a voice calling him by name.
Thinking it is Eli’s voice, Samuel runs to him and says:
“Here I am.” But Eli responds to him: “My son, I did not
call you. Go back to sleep.” At that time, Samuel did not
know God as God had not revealed anything to Samuel.
A third time a voice calls Samuel and he runs to Eli
thinking that Eli was calling him. Finally, Eli realizes
that the voice calling and speaking to Samuel was God’s
voice so he tells Samuel: “Go to sleep and if you are
called again, reply, Speak Lord, for your servant is
listening.” Again God called Samuel and this time God
revealed His presence to him. Samuel responds to this
vision saying: “Speak, for your servant is listening.” The
figure of young Samuel, as he is spoken to and called by
God, is in some ways the figure of all of us. Like
Samuel, at times we need another person’s help in
discerning God’s voice and message for us. And like
young Samuel, we usually take some time and effort in
recognizing and realizing that the voice and call we hear
is indeed coming from God.
There are times when intermediaries play
important roles in leading others to God. Today’s Gospel
passage describes two such instances of this happening.
In both instances, the faith of an associate begins
another’s journey to discipleship. First, John the Baptist
directs two of his own disciples (often identified as
Andrew and John) to Jesus. While standing with two of
his disciples, John the Baptist makes an assertive move
by pointing to Jesus and proclaiming that Jesus is “the
Lamb of God.” This title may be based on an
interpretation of the description of the Suffering Servant
found in Isaiah 53:7. After John identifies Jesus, his two
disciples turn and begin following Jesus. Once Jesus
sees these two disciples following Him, Jesus then asks
them the question
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SUNDAY COLLECTION

Adults

$2,845.00
Loose $998.00
Total
$3,843.00
47 envelopes returned = 24%
Christmas Collection to date: $9,270.00
Thank you for your generosity!
Thank you also to those who give
electronically!!

Assignments for January 23 & 24, 2021
Money Counters: Nick Recker, Barb Galvan
4:00 p.m.

Cantor: Dave Roby
Ushers: Jeanne and Jerry Wehri
Lector: Jenny Roby
E.M.: Edna Conkling
Servers: Elizabeth Honse
8:00 a.m.

Cantor: Kevin Vance
Ushers: Volunteer
Lector: Volunteer
E.M: Volunteer
Server: Volunteer
10:00 a.m.
Cantor: Kevin Vance
Ushers: Roger Brodman
Lectors: Lisa Welch
E.M.: Betty Gerten
Servers: Carson and Ty Meyer
Readings for January 24, 2021
3rd Ordinary Sunday
st
1 Reading: Jonah 3:1 – 5, 10
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29 – 31
Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14 – 20

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
2nd Ordinary Sunday
…to any understanding of what discipleship entails:
“What are you looking for?” The disciples want to know
where Jesus is staying but He only tells them: “Come,
and you will see.”
Later on in this Gospel story we see the second
incident of someone leading another person to God.
Andrew recognizes that there is something very special
about Jesus and he becomes convinced that Jesus is the
long-awaited Messiah. Andrew brings his brother Simon
to Jesus. Simon is then called by Jesus to follow Him
and this is symbolized by Jesus changing Simon’s name
to Cephas (Peter).
Sometimes, God calls and speaks to us in the
silence of the night and sometimes in the bustle of
everyday living. Today’s Scripture readings remind us to
keep an “opening ear” for God calls all of us to
discipleship and ministry. God calls all of us to “Come,
see, and follow” becoming instruments of God’s
goodness, generosity, and love. God invites us to follow
Him and focus our attention on the needs of others rather
than our own. God calls us to find purpose in bringing
joy into the lives of others rather than the pursuit of
things this world deems as important: wealth, popularity,
prestige, and power. As we continue our faith journey,
may we quiet the noise of this world so that we can be
more open to hearing God calling and speaking to us.
Have a blessed week.
Love & prayers,
Fr. John
New Parish Office Hours:
The office will be closed on Mondays
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Daily Mass will be celebrated at St. Mary’s on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9 a.m.

YouTube Page To watch our Sunday
Mass online, please go to our YouTube page
at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqK4_hQ9QbgP7sH4EhD9YA Be sure to click the
“Subscribe” button while you are on our page so you
don’t miss out on any of our uploads!
Offertory Envelopes are ready to be
picked up in the main entrance. Please be
very attentive of the name on your box!
Some numbers have changed this year. If
you cannot find yours, please ask the
office before taking any. If you have not
gotten them in the past and would like to receive a box,
please put your name on the orange sheet.

January 17, 2021
Thank you to everyone for supporting the CYSC campers
with the purchase of a raffle ticket. We were able to sell
more than 200 tickets!! The grand prize winner was our
own, Deb Hohenbrink!! 2nd Prize: Natalie Armstrong; 3rd
Prize: Sherry Stratton; 4th Prize: Laura Jones; and 5th
Prize: John Schlumbohm. Congratulations to all the
winners!! Our next fundraiser will be a bake sale over
Valentines weekend, February 13th and 14th. Thank you
again for all of your generosity!!!

Contribution Statements are ready for parishioners to
pick up in the main entrance. If you do not see yours and
would like to request a statement, please contact the
office! Thank you all for your constant generosity!
Preschool Registration is now OPEN to all
parishioners. There will be an open house on
January 18th from 6 – 7 p.m. Children ages 3-5
that are fully potty trained by August 1 are
eligible to register, with a $35 non-refundable fee
required. If you have any questions, please contact Katie
Hohenbrink or Amanda Stechschulte.
PRAYER INTENTIONS This week we celebrate
Christian Unity Week. Let us pray for all Christians that
someday we may all be united as one. Friday, January
22nd is the anniversary of the Supreme Court decision,
Roe vs Wade (1973) that allowed the legalization of
abortion in our nation. The United States Bishops are
encouraging all Catholics to observe a “day of prayer for
the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to
life and of penance for violations to the dignity of the
human person committed through acts of abortion.” I
encourage all to pray for the Unborn and for the end of
the atrocity of abortion. The 9 AM Mass Intention for
January 22nd will be offered up for the Unborn, the end
of abortion and “For Giving Thanks to God for the Gift
of Human Life.” Please join us if you can.
Thanks, Fr. John

P.R.E.P
K-5: Class will meet this Wednesday, Jan.20 from 6:30 –
7:30 p.m.
6th Grade: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45
Jr High: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45



God Squad--High School Youth Group

God Squad High School Youth will meet today from 11 – 12:45

