St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Easter Sunday
Dear Brothers and Sisters:
Each year as we listen to the
Easter story of Jesus’ Resurrection, we
are amazed as we ponder the true
meaning of this miracle story. We all
know that Jesus’ Resurrection is one of the key central
mysteries of our Catholic faith. We realize that Jesus’
Resurrection gives meaning to our lives since it is the
source of our hope. We are keenly aware that Easter is the
day that Jesus snatched victory from the jaws of death, that
the Easter miracle story vindicates Jesus’ life and
teachings and that Easter confirms our faith and trust in
Jesus and His word. We also realize that Easter is not
merely a miracle event that happened some 2000 years ago
but rather Easter is also the power of God’s constant
amazing grace that is seen daily in our inner experiences of
newness of life. Jesus’ Resurrection is the sign of God’s
love and interest in our world. Jesus’ Resurrection is the
sign of God’s generous gift of happiness and everlasting
life for each one of us.
Jesus’ Easter Story speaks to our hearts and
spirits. This story also addresses our anxieties,
disappointments, and fears depending on our life’s
circumstance and situation. Where we are on our journey to
Calvary affects what we hear in the Easter Story and how
we understand it. If we are celebrating the birth of a child
or the safe return of a loved one, the “empty tomb” is the
assurance of God’s protection for us as we journey a
dangerous road in the dark night. If we are lamenting and
mourning the death of a loved one, the angel’s question:
“why do you seek the living Jesus among the dead”
becomes the first light of hope that illuminates our broken
heart with the promise that Jesus has brought our beloved
one to His Father’s dwelling place. If we are unemployed
or struggling financially, the moving of the immovable
stone blocking the entrance of the tomb is a sign of God’s
grace and help for us. With the stone rolled away, God
extends His hand towards us, lifting us out of our despair,
fear, hopelessness, and worry. God empowers us to realize
our abilities and the resources that are available so that we
can restore meaning and purpose to our life.
The Easter story begins in the darkness of the
early morning as Mary Magdalene stands before Jesus’
tomb. Mary senses the outside darkness surrounding her
and feels the painful inner darkness within her heart as she
mourns the death of her beloved Jesus. Mary is
experiencing a void of hopelessness, a crushing sense of
loss, and tremendous grief as she stands before Jesus’
tomb. But in the midst of her pain and anguish she
continues to hold on to her faith; having the courage to
hope that the story of her beloved crucified Jesus is not yet
over. Mary’s faith and hope is realized when she eventually
encounters the Risen Jesus and He reassures her that He is
truly alive and that death could not contain Him.
Continued…

April 4, 2021
Weekend Masses
Sat Apr 3

8:30 p.m

George Donaldson

Sun Apr 4

8:00 a.m.

For our Parish

Sun Apr 4

10:00 a.m

In Thanksgiving

Sat Apr 10
Sun Apr 11
Sun Apr 11

8:30 p.m
8:00 a.m.

Jim Alt, Kathy Sehlhorst
Len + Sally Rieman
For our Parish

10:00 a.m Jan Schulte, Beth Schroeder
SUNDAY COLLECTION

Adults

$1,975.00
Loose $387.00
Total
$2,362.00
46 envelopes returned = 23%
Thank you for your generosity!
Thank you also to those who give
electronically!!
Assignments for April 10 & 11, 2021

Money Counters: Chad Wolford, Courtney Gerten
4:00 p.m.

Cantor:
Ushers: Dave and Shirley Siefker
Lector: Jason Swartzlander
E.M.: Jeanne Parinello
Servers: Evan Grothause
8:00 a.m.

Cantor:
Ushers: Volunteer
Lector: Volunteer
E.M: Volunteer
Server: Volunteer
10:00 a.m.

Cantor:
Ushers: Mike and Rhonda Maag
Lectors: Volunteer
E.M.: Jim Tabler
Servers: Ethan Hoffman
Readings for April 11, 2021
Divine Mercy Sunday
st
1 Reading: Acts 4:32 – 35
2nd Reading: 1 John 5:1 – 6
Gospel Reading: John 20:19 –31

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Easter Sunday
… Today the Risen Jesus calls each one of us to come out
the darkness of the various tombs that may have shrouded
our lives this past year. The Risen Jesus invites us to follow
Him into the light of healing, hope, joy, re-creation, and
new life. Jesus’ Resurrection illuminates all those dark
places where we have been entombed and redirects our
focus, attention, and vision to see and believe in what we
have never seen or believed in before. Jesus’ Resurrection
dares and challenges us to imagine possibilities beyond our
limited understanding of what is actually possible. In rising
from the dead, Jesus brings into our present day lives
everything He taught, preached, lived, and gave
unconditionally to others - love, mercy, compassion, joy,
healing, and new life. We can and should be glad and
rejoice because our Risen Jesus triumphs over every kind
of darkness: our sins, fears, failures, worries, sufferings,
grief, despair, and disappointments.
Today as we remember, celebrate, and believe in
the glorious miracle of Jesus’ Resurrection, let’s reject the
darkness that surrounds us and whole-heartedly embrace
the light and hope that Jesus provides for us. Like the
faithful and zealous Mary Magdalene, let us rejoice and
boldly go forth telling all we meet that Jesus has truly been
raised from the grave. Jesus is very much alive and He is
very much present in our midst! May the Risen Jesus bless
you and your loved ones as we celebrate this glorious
Easter Season. I wish everyone a most blessed and happy
Easter. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Amen.
Love & prayers,
Fr. John

Thank you to all who made the effort and
commitment to join in the services of this Holy
Week so that we as a community might celebrate
the events of our redemption. Special thanks to all
who extended themselves even more and served as
the liturgical ministers for our Holy Week services!
The MHCO Service Group is sponsoring a BBQ
Chicken Dinner on April 24th from 4 – 6 p.m. The $8
dinner includes ½ chicken, mac & cheese, green beans,
and a roll. Tickets are available from any service group
member, by email at gloriaferdin1992@gmail.com, by
phone/text at (419) 429-2621, or on Facebook at
facebook.com/mhcohio (additional fee applies).. Edna
Conkling will be selling tickets after Mass April 10th and
11th. Meals will be delivered curbside at 158 N. Jackson
at Bubba C. BBQ. Money raised will help purchase a
gently used transport can for MHCO. Thanks for your
support!

April 4, 2021
ACA Progress Countless lives are touched by
every contribution to our 2021 Diocesan
Annual Appeal. Thank you for pledging to help
meet our parish goal of $14,364, as of March
26, 53 of our families has raised $7,192.50. Thank
you!!
Although the Eucharist appears to be simple
bread and wine, it is actually the "source and
summit" of the Christian life. Presence: The
Mystery of the Eucharist, a three episode
series, explores the truth and beauty of Christ's
real presence in the Eucharist, from its origins
in Sacred Scripture, to its profound role in the
life of the Church and her members. It is the crescendo
of the entire story of salvation.
Watch Series: https://watch.formed.org/presence
Recommended Schedule for Three Weeks in a Row:
April 10-16 Presence - Episode 1: God Is with Us
April 17-23 Presence - Episode 2: The Story of the
Eucharist
April 24-30 Presence - Episode 3: Bread for the Journey
Optional 11 Minute Video for Children: Presence - For
Children: The Miracle at Every Mass
A special thanks to Don and Deb Hohenbrink for their
generous donation which was used to purchase new
liturgical banners for our church. Thank you for your
generosity!!
A word of thanks and appreciation to Deb and
the liturgical committee for their creativity in
decorating our church for Holy Week and the
Easter Season. It is beautiful!

P.R.E.P
K-5: Class will meet Wednesday, April 7 from 6:30 – 7:30.
6th Grade: Class will meet April 18 from 11 – 12:45
Jr High: Class will meet April 18 from 11 – 12:45



God Squad--High School Youth Group

God Squad High School Youth will meet April 18 from 11 –
12:45

