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A Message from Fr. Matt...
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Have you ever heard of the Avett Brothers? 
They are a pretty cool band from North 
Carolina. Their music is kind of folksy, 
kind of country, hard to put a label on, but 
they are really good. One of my favorite songs 
is called, “The Ballad of Love and Hate.” In the 
song, Love and Hate are the main characters. 
They are a couple. Love is on vacation and 
sends Hate a postcard to say she is coming 
home, had a great vacation, and can’t wait to 
see Hate again. When Hate gets the postcard 
he crumples it up and says, who cares? I barely 
even noticed you were gone. Each verse about 
Love brings hope as she lifts up everyone she 
encounters. The verses about Hate are solitary, 
lonely, angry. The character Love notices things 
like the beauty of the ocean and other people. The character Hate sees nothing but 
himself. It is a beautiful and challenging song that in the end shows the greater power 
of love. If you have never heard this song, Google it, and listen.
In the Second Reading today, St. Paul says the love is the fulfillment of the Law. He says 
that all of the commandments can be summed up in this saying, “Love your neighbor 
as yourself.” Love is it. Love is the answer. Love is the purpose of each of our lives. Love. 
How are you doing fulfilling your purpose in life? How are you doing with love?
Man does our world need love! Now before you think I’m going all soft and gooey, 
let’s talk about what love means. Love isn’t all about kisses and cuddles, although that 
can be a part of it. What love really is, is putting the good of another ahead of your 
own. Maybe I should add one word to that sentence. Love is putting the ETERNAL good 
of the other first. So while sometimes love does mean giving flowers and presents, 
it also sometimes means challenging what the other is doing or saying. Sometimes it 
means giving correction. Sometimes it means receiving correction. But it always means 
putting the eternal good of others before your own good.
In the Gospel today Jesus gives us a great example of the challenging, or correction, 
that is sometimes a necessary part of love. “If your brother sins against you, go and tell 
him his fault between you and him alone...” Jesus begins. That sounds uncomfortable, 
doesn’t it? It does for me. See, one of my greatest faults is that I always want things to 
be okay. I don’t like causing commotion or stress. But when I don’t challenge 
my brother who has sinned against me, then I am not loving. First, because I am 
not thinking eternally, I am just thinking about fake peace in the present moment. 
Second, I am being self-centered because I am not thinking of the eternal good of 
my brother. So sometimes disharmony is necessary if we are to truly love.
The rest of the Gospel is so good because it is so real. Probably more often than not, 
a challenge to your brother or sister will not be well received. Jesus says, don’t give up 
on love. Don’t give up on helping your brother to eternal good. Now wait, you say, 
in the end Jesus says that if your brother doesn’t listen to you even after all of the 
chances you give, treat him as “a Gentile or a tax collector”. So there is a limit, right? 
Well, no. Ask yourself this, how did Jesus treat Gentiles and tax collectors? They were 
some of His closest friends. He ate with them. So Jesus is saying, love, no matter what!
Notice that Jesus and St. Paul never say “like” everyone. They never say “trust” everyone. 
Those things are independent of love. But they do say “love”. Love is the fulfillment of 
the Law. Love is patient. Love is kind. It means that we never look at another person 
as useful for us to attain what we want, be it power or pleasure or discord. There is 
no manipulation or falsehood in love. Love is unselfish. If it isn’t, it isn’t love.
This week, challenge yourself about love. Love is the purpose of your life. That is 
just a fact. Do you really love? Are you putting the eternal good of others ahead 
of your own? Real love can change everything. It can change the world. In fact, love is 
the only thing that can change the world for the good. Man do we need love. 
Be a part of the change this week.
Peace and Love,
Fr. Matt

Merger Update
Time to Vote for New Name

and Provide Feedback
Important information about and 
links for our Parish merger are 
posted on the website: https://
www.stwendelinbutler.com/. 
Log on and look for the Merger 
Information drop down tab. You 
can review potential new names 
and vote for what you like, and 
you can provide feedback, too. 
Letters were mailed this week 
outlining where we are in the
process and what is coming next.
The letter is posted too. 

Congratulations!
Brandon &

Nicole (Shiring) Geibel
married on  August 22, 2020 

at St. Wendelin Parish

Edward J. “Ed” Parker
whose Funeral Mass was August 22, 2020,

at Mater Dolorosa Church
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May he rest in peace.

Patricia Louise Huff
whose Funeral Mass was August 24, 2020,

at Mater Dolorosa Church
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace.

Sympathy is extended to the families of



Monday, September 7
9am Labor Day Mass at MD
For Anthony Fello
       By Jen Montgomery & John Sanders
No open church today
Tuesday, September 8
8am Mass at SW 
For Paul Miller
       By Bob & Karen Stephenson
Open church after Mass till 10am
Wednesday, September 9
10am School-only Mass at SW 
For Rose Cassidy
       By Kent & Julie Weaver
Open church temporarily suspended

Wednesday, September 9 continued
6pm Confessions at MD 
Open church 6pm till Mass 
    starts at 7pm at MD 
For Jarrod Bowers     
     By Anna Marie Knoll & Family
Thursday, September 10
8am Mass at SW 
For Edward & Madeline Neff
     By Family
Open church after Mass till 10am
Friday, September 11
Noon Mass at SJ 
For Rose Filges
      By Ken & Jeanne Karenbauer
Open church 11am till Mass starts 

Saturday, September 12
11am Confessions at SW and MD 
    and 11:45am at SJ
4pm Mass at SW
For Margaret Young
       By Children
Sunday, September 13
8am Mass at MD
For Tyler Barger
       By Rob & Janet Grey
9:30am Mass at SJ
For Tim Karenbauer
       By Betty & Families
11am Mass at SW
For Bill Wesley
       By Bev Wesley
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Monday-Sunday, September 7-13~ MASSES, CONFESSIONS, OPEN CHURCHES

MATER DOLOROSA

Offertory at Mass 8/29 & 8/30............$2,324.60
Offertory Online ...................................... $586.00
Total Offertory ....................................$2,910.00
Weekly Goal ......................................... $5,800.00
Fiscal Year Goal ................................. $300,000.00
Total Toward Fiscal Year Goal ............. $35,426.96
Project Fund Online ................................... $40.00
Adopt A Child........................................... $550.00
Parish Share ............................................. $170.00
Parish Online ........................................... $170.00
Total Parish Share  .................................$340.00
2020 Parish Share Goal ....................... $47,710.00
Total PSP Received 2020/21 ............... $19,441.00
SWS Endowment Fund Y-T-D ..................... $15.00

Offertory at Mass 8/30 ......................$598.00
Offertory Online ........................................ $15.00
Total Offertory ...................................... $613.00
Weekly Goal ..................................... $1,500.00
Fiscal Year Goal .............................. $75,000.00
Total Toward Fiscal Year Goal ............ $5,898.00
Parish Share: Monthly Envelope on Appeal ....... $00.00
PSP Online .................................................$00.00
Total Parish Share ................................... $00.00 
2020 Parish Share Goal ..................... $6,289.00
Total PSP Received 2020/21 ............ $11,620.00

ST. JOSEPH PARISH
Offertory at Mass 8/30 ......................$765.00
Offertory Online ........................................ $55.00
Total Offertory ...................................... $820.00
Weekly Goal ..................................... $3,400.00
Fiscal Year Goal ............................ $175,000.00
Total Toward Fiscal Year Goal .......... $11,199.00
House .................................................... $60.00
Parish Share: Monthly Envelope on Appeal ...... $430.00
PSP Online ............................................. $00.00
Total Parish Share ..............................$430.00
2020 Parish Share Goal ................... $20,985.00
Total Received 2020/21 .................. $14,360.00

August 29 & 30

Thank you for your generosity to Parish Ministries! 

ST. WENDELIN PARISH

~ Labor Day Mass on Monday, September 7, is at 9am at 
Mater Dolorosa. There are no other Masses or open church 
times that day. Additionally, Parish offices will be closed. 
~ As of now, Wednesday 10am Masses at St. Wendelin are for 
school children and teachers only. This will hold true until in-
door capacity limitations change. Thank you for understanding.
~ Offertory on September 13 includes the annual Good Friday 
collection dedicated to supporting Christians living in the Holy 
Land. Because of the pandemic, the offertory could not be 
held; yet it provides essential resources for the continued care 
of the Holy Places of Christianity and those who live there.
~ Sunday, September 13 is the Warr;or Walk for Hope 5K in 
Loving Memory of Tyler J. Barger at Karns City High School. 
Come out to support Irise Suicide Prevention Education. 
~ All are invited to a Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for Tucker 
Reddick on Sunday, September 20, 11am-6pm at the Herman 
Fire Hall. Also available are Chinese Auction and 50/50 tickets, 
raffles and more. Proceeds go toward medical expenses.
~ Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) begins Thursday, September 24, 
7pm at St. Wendelin Church. RCIA is for anyone who wants to 

know more about the Catholic Faith. All who are not baptized, 
baptized into another faith denomination, or baptized Catholic 
but have not received the Sacraments of Eucharist or Confir-
mation are invited to attend. If you are interested or if you 
know of someone who may be interested, please invite them 
to attend! Contact Cathy Rodgers for registration and ques-
tions at cathyrodgers77@gmail.com or 724-388-5207.
~ Faith Formation information for St. Wendelin Grades 1-8 
and St. Joseph/Mater Dolorosa Grades 6-8 is on the website: 
https://www.stwendelinbutler.com/. Families who registered 
in previous years have received a packet in the mail and an 
email. If you are new to the program, contact Gina at 724-
287-0820 or drestwendelin@gmail.com. Classes start Sunday, 
October 4.
~ The 2021 Grouping Lottery Calendars will be available in 
early September. Call the SW office for details on purchasing.
~ We are looking for a few people interested in volunteering 
with our new Live Stream programming. All ages are 
welcome, but you need to be comfortable with computers, 
cameras, and video and audio equipment. We have a YouTube 
channel: North East Butler County Parishes - check it out! 
Contact Gina for details on training.

Parish Notes
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Catholic Identity Program
This program highlights a variety of virtues and values 

through short lessons, prayers, Scripture references, and more. 
    

This Week’s Virtue:
UNDERSTANDING

Understanding is 
a gift of the 

Holy Spirit that 
opens our hearts 

so we can be 
compassionate and 

loving toward others.

Grouping Information

Monday:
1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; 

Lk 6:6-11, or, readings from 
“Blessings of Human Labor,” 

nos. 907-911
Tuesday: 

Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23

Wednesday: 
1 Cor 7:25-31; 

Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; Lk 6:20-26
Thursday:  

1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; 
Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14, 23-24; 

Lk 6:27-38
Friday: 

1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; 
Ps 84:3-6, 12; Lk 6:39-42

Saturday: 
1 Cor 10:14-22; 

Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; Lk 6:43-49
Sunday: 

Sir 27:30-28:7; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; 
Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35

September 7-13

ST. WENDELIN SCHOOL 
25TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 

Four-person scramble at Hiland Golf Course on 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

Prizes for first, second, and third place teams. 
8:00am Shotgun start. Registration includes steak dinner to-go, 

beer, soft drinks, and hot dogs on the turn!
Registration form and information on our website: 

https://www.stwendelinbutler.com/

~ Due to Church capacity limitations, as of 
now, the Wednesday Mass at 10am is for 
school children and teachers only. The Mass 
will be live streamed on the Parish website: 
https://www.stwendelinbutler.com
~ The PTG has some great fall fundraisers 
planned! They are listed here, and more in-
formation is on the school website: https://
www.stwendelinschool.com/
• Welter’s Country Market Hoagies
      Orders due Friday, September 18 and  
      pick up is Sunday, September 27, 
      11:30am-1:30pm in the Pavilion 
• Daffin’s (delicious!) Candy Bars
      Contact Donna Fleeger @ 724-504-7124 
• Fall Mums from Schnur’s Greenhouse
       Orders due Monday, September 21 and 
       pick up is Wednesday, September 30
• Rada Knife Sales - starts September 16
• ConYeager Spices - delivery in October
• Virtual Purse Raffle - details coming!

This week’s St. Wendelin School 
Student of the Week is: 

SHYLEE KARENBAUER
 This year, Shylee will 
be in eighth grade, and 
attended St. Wendelin 

Preschool and then 
returned for Second 

Grade until now. 
Shylee has two younger 
siblings who also attend 
St. Wendelin, Mia in 

sixth grade and 
Gunner in Preschool. 

Her favorite subject is 
social studies because 
she likes learning about 

historical events. 
Outside of school, 

Shylee participates in 
softball, loves to ski, 

go hunting, and 
hang-out with friends.
Shylee’s dream is to 
one day take a trip 

to Colorado to get to 
ski down the slopes! 
Congratulations to 

this week’s 
St. Wendelin School 

Student of the Week,
SHYLEE KARENBAUER!


