
   

 

St Maryôs Church 
326 College Street 
Middlebury, VT 

 

St Bernadette Church 
9 Crown Point Road 
Bridport, VT 

 

St Genevieve Church 
3275 Route 22A 
Shoreham, VT 

 

 
Telephone: 802-388-2943 

  
Office: 73 Weybridge Street (side entrance),  

Middlebury, VT 05753 
 

Office Hours: Tues. 11:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Fri. 11:30 am - 4:30 pm 
(access is limited) 

 
e-mail: stmarys11@comcast.net 

 
website: https://stmary.vermontcatholic.org 

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Tuesday, 5:45-6:30 pm, St. Maryôs Sacristy 
Saturday, 4:30 pm-5:00 pm, Knights Council 

Room (Parish Hall) 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Do not hesitate to call Fr. Luke at the parish 

S  
Pastor: Father Luke P. Austin  

Music Director: Dr. Kevin D. Parizo  
Faith Formation  & Campus Ministry: Nicholas 

Maille  
Administrative Assistant: Marianne Manning 

 
 DECEMBER 20, 2020 -  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 

Liturgical Schedule 
Saturday, December 19 
4:30-5:00 pm - Confession, Parish Hall / 4:40 Rosary 
5:15 pm - Frank Garbacz, Jr. (10th Anv.) by his wife, 
Marie 
7:30 pm - (St. Bernadette) - Simone Ouellette by 
Catherine Rochon 
Sunday, December 20 
8:00 am –  Robert & Marie Highter by the Family 
10:00 am - pro Popolo 
Monday, December 21 - No Mass  
Tuesday,  December 22  
5:15 pm - Bernadette Dagenais by Catholic Daughters 
of America 
5:45 - 6:30 pm - Confessions, Sacristy 
Wednesday, December 23 
8:00 am - ñBuckò Rogers by Florence Gill 
Thursday, December 24 
4:00 pm -  Bernard Ryan (anv.) by the Clohessy 
Family 
9:00 pm - Rudolph & Ann Laraia (bôday) by Family 
Friday, December 25 
9:00 am - pro Popolo 
11:00 am - Mary Plouffe by Jean-Noel Plouffe & 
Family 
Saturday, December 26 
4:30-5:00 pm - Confession, Parish Hall / 4:40 Rosary 
5:15 pm - pro Popolo 
7:30 pm - (St. Bernadette) - June Huestis Ash 
Sunday, December 27 
8:00 am –  Sean Muldowney by Tom Hanley 
10:00 am - Eileen Clohessy Conboy by Joanne & 
Mike Clohessy 

------------------------------------------- 
Requiescat in Pace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of the 
departed, and for the consolation of their families:  
Ella Jackson, Barbara Sabourin, Kevin 
DôAvignon . V/. Eternal rest, grant unto them, O 
Lord. R/. And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
V/. May their souls, and the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. R/. Amen. 
 
2021 Contribution Envelopes 
The St Maryôs 2021 Contribution Envelopes are 
available at St. Maryôs this weekend. Please 
collect yours. If you havenôt had envelopes 
before, you may take an unlabeled box and call 
the office to report your box number, or label 
your envelopes for the first month of use. 
Envelopes for St. B/G will be along shortly. 

DECEMBER 20, 2020 -  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
In Blaise Pascalôs work, Pensees, he says: ñWhat else 
does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but 
that there was once in man a true happiness, of which 
all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This 
he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, 
seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot 
find in those that are, though none can help, since this 
infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and 
immutable object; in other words by God himself.ò 
 
We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and 
happiness are not achieved by our own merits but 
through a relationship with God. We are hardwired for 
this relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple fact 
is that we come from God and are designed to return 
to God. If our beginning and our end define who we 
are, why would we not want to seek the One who can 
truly satisfy? The world does not realize that it is wait-
ing. It is waiting for the birth of God in time, within 
oneôs soul and in eternity. We get so confused by 
seeking other momentary satisfactions that we misin-
terpret the hunger within. We crave God. 
 
The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus 
Christ, is precisely what sets us on a straight path, or-
ders our relationships, establishes proper focus and 
goals and tells us whose kingdom we really are meant 
to serve. We are so lost. God is with us. The prophet 
Nathan told this to King David, the angel said this to 
Mary and the birth of Christ brings this Good News to 
us. We do not need to be busily looking for more 
things but must learn to find contentment and blessing 
in the One Presence. This is the beautiful simple mes-
sage of Advent! 
 
If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgrun-
tled, disconnected, unhappy, worried, fearful, off cen-
ter, becoming overly self-indulgent, unable to spend 
time alone and without distraction, then thereôs a good 
chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow God to 
find you! Ponder the holy simplicity of Maryôs call to 
be the Mother of God. ñBehold, I am the handmaid of 
the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word.ò When we are helpless and at home with our 
emptiness, God will fill us. Our Savior has come.©LPi 

 



 

Parish Support  
 

Includes special collections 
Dec. 5 - 6, 2020 

 
St. Maryôs:  $3,658.00 

 
St. Bern./Gene.ôs:   $270.00 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Our Sponsor This Week 
 

SANDERSON-DUCHARME FUNERAL HOMES 
Middlebury - 388-2311 
Castleton - 468-0026 

 

THE CHRISTMAS OCTAVE:  
The Eight Day Celebration of Christmas 
 
Saturday, Dec. 26 - Sunday, Dec. 27  
Feast of the Holy Family  
(Regular Weekend Schedule and Locations, 
including St. Bernadette). 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 29 
5:15 pm, St. Maryôs 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 30 
Note different time: 5:15 pm, St. Maryôs 
 
Thursday, Dec. 31 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Vigil) 
5:30 pm, St. Maryôs (NB: not 5:15 pm) 
 
Friday, January 1 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Day) 
10 am, St. Maryôs 

Addison Deanery Additional Penance Times 
The pastor of the respective parish will be the only 
confessor. NB: these are in addition to regular 
parish confession times: 
 
Our Lady of Good Help, Brandon 
Sunday, Dec. 20, 1-2 pm 
 
Assumption BVM, Middlebury 
Sunday, Dec. 20, 3:30-4:30 pm (sacristy) 
 
St. Peter, Vergennes 
Monday, Dec. 21st, 9-10 am and 5-7 pm 
 
St. Ambrose, Bristol 
Tuesday, Dec. 22nd, 11-12 noon 
 
Solemnity of Christmas 
To attend, please register online at 
stmary.vermontcatholic.org. Only if you do not 
have online access should you register by phone     
with the Parish Office. Phone registration will end 
at noon, Dec. 23; online registration will end at 
noon, Dec. 24.  
 
Reservations for the Vigil Mass will likely be full, 
even as some people may withdraw, and others 
take the newly opened spots. Please be prepared to 
register for another Mass, or attend during the Oc-
tave.  
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Pledge total:  $89,638.00 

Celebration Goal: $153,008 

Percentage to Celebration Goal: 58% 

Hope Goal: $306,016 

Percentage to Hope Goal: 29 % 

  
  

St. Bernadette/St. Genevieve 
 

Pledge total: $7,811.00 

Celebration Goal: $19,214 

Percentage to Celebration Goal: 40.6% 

Hope Goal: $38,429 

Percentage to Hope Goal: 20% 


