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The Diocese of Burlington will dedicate 2022 as “The Year 
of Communion: Unity in Creed, Worship and Life” to 
coincide with the theme Pope Francis has chosen for the 

next synod of bishops. 
That theme is “For a Synodal Church: Communion, 

Participation and Mission.”
The pope will formally open the synod process at the 

Vatican Oct. 9-10 this year; the bishop of every Diocese 
will open the process in his Diocese Oct. 17.

The three-year synodal journey will have 
three phases — diocesan, continental 
and universal — of consultations and 
discernment, culminating with the 
assembly in October 2023 in Rome.

The diocesan phase will go through 
April 2022, featuring a consultation 
with local Catholics discussing a 
preparatory document and question-
naire that the synod office will send 
with guidelines for how the consulta-
tion should work.

The theme for 2022 in the Diocese of 
Burlington, “The Year of Communion: Unity 
in Creed, Worship and Life” was chosen not only 
as part of the preparation for the synod of bishops but 
as an effort to bring people back to parishes, back to 
communion, said Burlington Bishop Christopher Coyne.

Diocesan pastoral and senior clergy staffs are preparing for 
the special year, which he wants to incorporate a focus on unity 
in creed, worship and life.

He said another round of questions for Vermont Catholics 
is needed even though they answered questions for the recent 
Diocesan Synod because the questions will be different for the 
synod of bishops, which will be more specific about the process 
of the synod rather than the content.

In revisions to the synod process announced in May, Pope 
Francis asked that it begin with consultations with laypeople. 
“Without this consultation, there would be no synodal process, 
because the discernment of pastors, which constitutes the 
second phase, emerges from listening to the people of God,” 
Cardinal Mario Grech, secretary of the synod, explained.

“The Second Vatican Council teaches that the people of 
God participate in the prophetic office of Christ,” he said. 
“Therefore, we must listen to the people of God, and this 
means going out to the local churches.”

“The governing principle of this consultation of the 
people of God is contained in the ancient principle ‘that 
which touches upon all must be approved by all’ — ‘Quod 

omnes tangit ab omnibus approbari debet,’” the 
cardinal said. “This is not about democracy or 

populism or anything like that. Rather, it is 
the Church that as the people of God, a 

people who by virtue of baptism, is an 
active subject in the life and mission of 
the Church.”

Bishop Coyne said this is an effort 
under the power of the Holy Spirit 
for members of the Church to consult 
and discuss the best way to move 
forward focusing on unity in creed, 

worship and life, “moving toward 
salvation and our love for God — Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.”
Listening to every Catholic is “the true 

‘pastoral conversion’ of the Church,” Cardinal 
Grech said. “God willing, one of the fruits of the synod 

is that we might all understand that a decision-making process 
in the Church always begins with listening, because only in this 
way can we understand how and where the Spirit wants to lead 
the Church.”

Bishop Coyne began a series of “town meetings” a few 
years ago that had to be curtailed because of the Covid-19 
pandemic. But he hopes to resume them so he can visit 
different parishes and listen to parishioners’ concerns.

Details for “The Year of Communion: Unity in Creed, 
Worship and Life” must be worked out, but the bishop said its 
main focus will be on “our unity in love for God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, unity and love for each other as brothers 
and sisters and for all of our brothers and sisters in the world 
and unity around the faith of the Church, the worship of the 
Church and the life of the Church.” 

— Cori Fugere Urban and Catholic News Services 
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11|08, 15 MONDAY
According to Luke: The Good 
News for the Year Ahead
Holy Family Parish Hall, Essex Jct. • 7 pm

Please join us for a series on the Gospel which will be 
proclaimed in Year C, the new liturgical year beginning with 
Advent. The presenter is Fr. Richard Berube SSE, St .Michael 
College retired professor of Religious Studies. To create a safe 
environment, we ask that you please wear masks.

11|10 WEDNESDAYS
Living Joy Discussion Group
Online • 7 pm
Join us for Chris Stefanick’s Living Joy: 9 

Rules to Help You Rediscover and Life Joy Every Day. This 
virtual event explores one rule every other week. Offered  
by members of the Diocesan Evangelization Committee. 
Contact pturnley@aol.com for more information.

11|11 THURSDAY
Veterans Day Mass
St. Pius X, Essex • 5 pm
Fr. Dallas St. Peter, Chaplain of the  

Burlington Fire Department is the homilist and Cpt. Dan 
Davis, member of the National Guard Medavac team  
is the speaker. Reception to follow Mass, sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus

11|13 SATURDAY
Two Craft Fairs!
S. Burlington & Essex Junction 
9 am - 3 pm

The Catholic Daughters Bazaar will be help at Holy Family 
Parich Hall in Essex Junction. The fair will feature gifts items, 
baked goods, a 50/50 raffle, and meat pies! The St. John 
Vianney Craft Fair will be held at the parish hall in South 
Burlington, and will feature local artists, a lunch conession 
stand and raffles. 

11|21 SUNDAY
Organ Recital in Bennington
Sacred Heart-St. Francis de Sales, Bennington 
3 pm

Donald McMahon will perform a recital at the magnificent 
organ of Sacred Heart-St. Francis. Everyone is warmly invited 
to attend.

11|23 TUESDAY
Rice Memorial High School  
Stunt Nite
Flynn Center, Burlington • 3 pm & 8 pm

Four unique musical comedies featuring the incredible  
talents of Rice Memorial High School students. Tickets are 
sale at the Flynn box office.

11|30 TUESDAY
Saints & Sinners
Online • 7 pm
Join us online in November when Bishop  

Christopher Coyne presents on St. Peter. 
For more info: vermontcatholic.org/saints-and-sinners.
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2021
annual appeal
BISHOP’S

As of Oct. 26, 2021: $1,767,961

To learn more or make a gift visit: 
vermontcatholic.org/giveonline   

GOAL: $2,502,465

71%

U P DAT E

Christ the King School, Burlington:  
Afterschool and Summer Camp Director 

Diocesan Central Offices, South Burlington: 

Human Resources Generalist

Diocesan Catechetical Leader

Diocesan Youth & Young Adult Minister

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home, Burlington:  
LNA / Caregiver — $500 Sign-On Bonus!

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home, Burlington: 
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) — $1,000  
Sign-On Bonus

St. Mark Parish, Burlington:  
Coordinator of Evangelization & Catechesis

vermontcatholic.org/careers

Annual Vermont Catholic

Women’s Retreat
9 am – 2:15 pm, check-in begins at 8:30 am  •  Key Note: Sister Barbara Cline, Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist

Limited number of attendees, deadline registration November 6 with $30 payment.  
There will be a waitlist in event of cancellations made prior to retreat.  

Contact Terri McCormack at tmccormack@vermontcatholic.org or (802) 658-6110, Ext. 1451

The Heart
of Prayer
Our Living 

Relationship 
with
God

Saturday, November 13  •  St. Catherine of Siena, Shelburne


