
January 3, 2021 

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

1240  R u s h  S t r e e t  •  D ub uq ue,  I owa  

52003  •  w w w. s t c o l um b k i l l e . n e t  

Welcome 

We are GLAD you are HERE. 

Any Questions? 

 Please Call:  583-9117 or e-mail  

Secretary, Sue Schmitt at  

S.Schmitt@dbqarch.org 

 

Personnel:  

 

Fr. Tom McDermott, Pastor 

T.McDermott@dbqarch.org     563-556-1054 

 

Fr. Dave Schatz, Pastor 

D.Schatz@dbqarch.org 

 

 

 

Michelle Rahe, Business Director 

M.Rahe@dbqarch.org 

 

Alice Noethe, Coordinator of Pastoral Care 

A.Noethe@dbqarch.org 

 

Ayla Murphy, Coordinator of Liturgy 

A. Murphy@dbqarch.org 

 

Jessica Rauen, Coordinator of R.E./Formation 

J.Rauen@dbqarch.org 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Bill Biver 

B.Biver@dbqarch.org 

 

Deacon Travis King 

T.King@dbqarch.org 

 

Deacon Frank Dunn 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

 

  God CALLS us to be disciples and  

  FORMS us by our Catholic Faith to  

     ENCOUNTER Christ 

     EMBRACE deeper faith and  

     EMPOWER Christian action.   

 

Reconciliation:  Saturdays at 3:15 pm 



EMBRACE: This Week 

Monday, January 4 

 6:00 pm Cub scouts—PH 

Wednesday, January 6 

 6:00 pm Boy scouts—Convent 

 6:30 pm FF—Fogarty 

 6:30 pm KCs—PH 

Saturday, January 9  

9:00-11:30 am  1st Reconciliation Retreat-PH/Ch 

1:00-3:30   pm  1st Reconciliation Retreat-PH/Ch  

ENCOUNTER: Mass Intention and added 

  prayers for: 

Monday, January 4 

 9:00 am † Ray & Fran Mescher 

Tuesday, January 5 

 9:00 am † Steve W. Makovec 

Wednesday, January 6 

 9:00 am † Joan Higley 

   * John (Sonny) Ploessl 

Thursday, January 7 

 9:00 am † Dan McCarron 

Friday, January 8 

 9:00 am  � † Daniel Aislin 

Saturday, January 9 

 4:15 pm † Lucille Conlan 

    * Albert, Earl & Dorothy Cady & Family 

   * Ray Vogt 

Sunday, January 10 

 8:00 am Pro Popolo  

   * Connie Kelly 

   * In Honor of John & Polly Splinter 

 10:00 am † Melvin Freisinger 

   * Roy & Millie Schlickman 

  

EMPOWER:  Financial Report 

Week of  ...................................... 12/20/2020 

Weekly Received ............................... $35,287.05 

Weekly Budgeted ............................. $18,759.00 

Weekly SURPLUS!  THANK YOU!! .. $16,528.05 

Since July 1, 2020: 

Year-To-Date Received .................. $466,503.66 

Year-To-Dave Budgeted ................ $468,975.00 

Year-To-Date Shortage .................... ($2,471.34) 

Thank You!  On behalf of your parish staff, and us, please 

know of our gratitude for all the Christmas kindness in the 

form of cards, gifts, and tasty things to eat  that came to us in 

such abundance over the holidays.  Your love expressed was 

generous, and toughing!  Our thanks also Ayla Murphy and 

all the liturgical ministries and musicians who worked to 

make our Christmas celebrations joyous and prayerful in the 

midst of this pandemic.  On behalf of the many who 

benefitted from our ability to live-stream, we thank Ross Janes 

who helped install the system years ago, and has coordinated 

its expanded use these past months.  We are blessed in all the 

gifts brought together to glorify God in Christ’s birth!  A 

graced 2021 to you! 

   — Fr. David and Fr. Tom  

 

We Haven’t  Needed  

this much so far this year 

— but we do need to be 

aware of  our Snow 

Removal Plan.  If it is snowing when you come to 

morning Mass PLEASE park in the flat lot across the 

Street.  It is the first lot cleaned and in the best shape.  

However, if it is really bad outside PLEASE re-think 

leaving the safety of your home. 

There is power in united prayer.  Jesus said, 

“Again I tell you, if two of you join your voices on 

earth to pray for anything whatever, it shall be 

granted you by my Father in heaven.”  Matthew 

18:19.   This is a reminder that we have a group 

of dedicated parishioners ready and willing to 

pray for your personal, family, or other 

intentions.  To take advantage of this gift of intercessory prayer, 

please  call or e-mail your request as follows:  Laverne Anglin 585-

4903. . . Rosemary Mallie 582-7968. . . Julie Kouba 557-1986 or 

hodgi33@mchsi.com.   

Sunday 

EMPOWER:  The Office of Catholic Charities is the social service 

organization of the Archdiocese focusing on strengthening families and 

reducing poverty.  Call 563-556-2580 when in need.  

There’s still a few 2021 

Re l i g ious  Ar t  Wa l l 

Calendars available in the 

back of Church.  Please 

take one home.  A Big 

Thank You to our three sponsors:  

Hoffman Schneider and Kitchen Funeral 

Home, Steele Capital Management, Inc. 

and Home + Floor Show! 

Please know of my family’s gratitude to this parish family for 

the great support you gave us at the time of my father Irwin 

McDermott’s death.  Dad showed us the value of giving 

ourselves into the shared faith of parish life and being 

Church.  Your care has made it easy to see why he did!  May 

God bless you and yours with the peace in Christ you have 

shared with  us. 

    — Fr. Tom  



ENCOUNTER:  Readings for the Week  

Week of January 3, 2021 

Sun: Is 60:1-6/Wph 2:2-31,5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

Mon: 1 Jn 3:11—4:6/Mt 4:12-17,23-25 

Tues: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 

Wed. 1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 

Thurs: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Lk 4:14-22a 

Fri: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 

Sat: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30 

Next Sun: Is 43:1-4,6-7/XRA 10:34-38/Mk :7-

11Is 12:2-3,4bcd,5-6 [3]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 

On Jan. 13th, 

our parish will 

sponsor the St. 

Pat’s meal.  

Anyone wishing 

to donate to this 

fund should 

make a check 

payable to St. 

Columbkille with 

the note “St. Pat’s 

meal program.”  

Anyone wishing to help serve, please contact 

Mark Hoeger at 563-213-0477 or 

m.hoeger@yahoo.com.  We have been serving 

almost 200 people at each meal now.  The Real 

Joy Comes from Serving Others!  God Bless YOU! 

 �

January 3, 2021  

 On Dec. 21 of last year, you might recall the planets Saturn and 

Venus were the closest they had been since the year 1226, and so 

close they appeared as a single brightness in the sky.  It was called 

a “Christmas star” perhaps akin to what the Maji followed that 

first Epiphany.  

 No less now than then, God reaches out to us through creation 

to guide us into encounters with Christ.  At the dawn of 2021, 

what can we take from the Maji that will help us recognize “the 

star at its rising” that God is sending you and I to direct us to 

Jesus? 

 One is that they were curious.  They wondered enough about 

this new thing on their horizon that they looked into it.  This 

pandemic has brought lots of new things to the horizon of our 

awareness—not least of which are how deeply we are dependent 

upon each other.  Even as the vaccine for Covid-19 is distributed, 

are we willing to look into that experience of being as vulnerable 

to others as is a baby in a manger?  We will find new guidance to 

Christ in the poor who are always vulnerable.  

 The Magi were also willing to learn and let the scholars of 

Scripture help them fine tune their approach to Christ.  The 

Formed.Org resources on our parish website offer a wealth of 

helps for knowing Jesus better through prayer, Scripture, and 

teaching for every age level.  If you go there and enter “Epiphany  

Sunday Year B” into the Search box, a 6 minute video will open 

and offer a marvelous reflection for this feast day.  

 A third is that the Magi were willing to seek guidance.  We are 

called by God into deeply personal relationships with the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. God however has promised His presence 

particularly in the Church.  The Church still draws on our 

shared history of God’s walk with us, and Christ’s promised 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to help us understand God’s 

guidance.  We look forward to a return to encountering Christ in 

the physicality of the Sacraments, service together and celebrating 

the Mass.  Are you praying for a renewed and deeper desire for 

being Church, and gathering again once we freely can? 

 Stars are not the only, nor usual way God calls to us from His 

creation.  Let’s start scanning the horizon of our lives as 2021 

begins. 

Fr. Tom 

 

 

 

 

2021-22 Registration Information for Holy 

Family Catholic Schools:  Preschool & Pre-

K opens on Jan. 4 to current families and 

Jan. 11th for new families.  Please visit 

holyfamilydbq.org/ec21 and complete the 

form.  Kindergarten is now open for current 

families until Jan. 28th.  Feb. 1st open I-

grade seats will be made available to new 

families.  Contact Rebecca Mueller at 582-

5456.  Transfer Enrollment for Grades 1-12 

should contact Rebecca Mueller at 582-5456 

or rmueller@holyfamilydbq.org for new 

paperwork and to schedule a virtual 

enrollment meeting and/or tour with a 

school principal.  Limited seats available. 

The Seminarians enjoyed 

cutting and wrapping the 

brownies for the take-out 

meals last month. 

O u r  s e m i n a r i a n s  f o r  t h e 

Archdiocese will be on retreat this 

week from Jan. 3 to 8.  Fr. Tom will be 

away with them at Mundelein 

Seminary in Chicago.  Please keep 

these young men and all who are 

seeking to follow Christ in their life 

vocation in your prayers this week! 


