The Chosen Episode 4 – “The Rock on Which it is Built”
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 3:11
“I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I
am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.”
Matthew 16:13-20
When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Messiah.
Matthew 13:44-50
The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides again, and out
of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great
price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it.
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every kind. When it
is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into buckets. What is bad they throw away.
Thus it will be at the end of the age. The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous
and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.
Luke 1:37
“…for nothing will be impossible for God.”
Luke 5:1-11
While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake
of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were
washing their nets.
Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from
the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.

After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a
catch.”
Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your
command I will lower the nets.”
When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They signaled
to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both boats so that they
were in danger of sinking.
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a
sinful man.”
For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and likewise
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be
afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”
When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
-

-

-

How did the weaving of Simon’s backstory (all creative license) make you feel about the
development of his character? Did you relate to any aspects of him, like trying every outlet on
your own, or wishing things were more on your own timing?
Simon was committed to trying to fix things with his own ideas and strength, even saying at one
point, “Faith isn’t going to get me more fish!”. Why do you think we can be so stubborn and
slow to call on the Lord for help by faith?
How did it feel to see Zebedee encourage his sons to follow Jesus?

PERSONAL QUESTIONS:
-

The night on the Sea of Galilee amplified the encounter Simon had with Jesus in the morning.
Have you ever experienced Jesus coming to you after a “dark night” in your life?
-Are you more like Simon, or are you more like Matthew?

