A Community of _Laith,
Love and Service
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil
5:00 p. m.
Sunday
8:00 & 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.

First Saturday
Tagalog (Filipino)
7:00 p. m.

Weekdays
Monday—Friday
8:15 a.m.
Saturdays
9:00 a.m.

Mass and Novena
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Wednesdays
7:00 p.m.

First Friday
8:15 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m.

Adoration
Wednesdays
6:00—6:45 p.m.

First Friday
9:00 a.m.—6:45 p.m.
Third Saturday of the Month
6:30—8:30 p.m.

Confessions
Saturdays
3:30—4:30 p.m. or by
appointment

Rosary
Monday—Friday
7:25 a.m.

Coffee Socials
First Sunday after all Masses
(Sept. to June)

Parish and School
Staff

Pastor
Rev. Gary T. Villanueva

Deacons
Deacon Andy Espinosa
Deacon Robert Villanueva

Parish Accountant
Diane Alexander

Parish Admin. Assistant
Leah Flores

Parish Youth Ministry
Coordinator/Admin. Asst.
Sr. Emily Bautista, MCST

Parish School of Religion
Coordinator:

Sr. Luzviminda Domingo,
MCST

Director of Music Ministry
Rebecca Yoder

Parish Council Chair
Benny Ramos

Fr. Dewan Hall Coordinator
TBA

School Interim Principal
Christine Patton

School E/F Coordinator
Lera Rickling

School Admin. Assistant
Marie Norment

Plant Manager
Carlos Brown-Bey
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“Do not be afraid! | know that you are seeking

Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has

been raised just as he said. Come and see the
place where he lay. " —Mt 28:5b-6
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Parish Office

Phone: 301-567-5506
Fax: 301-567-6546
Email:
stcolumbachurch@verizon.net
Parish Website:
www.stcolumbacatholic.net

@arish School of Religion
Phone: 301-567-6113
Fax: 301-567-3188
Email:
st.columbapsr@gmail.com

School

Phone: 301-567-6212
Fax: 301-567-6907
Email:
schooloffice@stccatholic.org
School Website:
http://www.stccatholic.org

BAPTISMS

Please call the Parish Office for
information and to schedule
Baptism Preparation Class.

BAPTISM AND SACRAMENTAL
PREPARATION FOR OLDER
CHILDREN
Please contact the Parish School of
Religion, Sr. Luzviminda Domingo,
MCST at 301-567-6113.

MATRIMONY
Please contact the Parish Office at
least six months prior to a proposed
wedding date to speak with a priest.
Reservation of the church is
required before other preparations
such as receptions are made.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/
COMMUNION TO THE SICK
AND HOMEBOUND
Please contact the Parish Office
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“Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus the
crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and he is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ Behold, I have told
you.” - Mt 28:5b-7

REFLECTIONS
EASTER SUNDAY

When we awoke this morning, we found ourselves blessed with
another day. It is Easter Sunday. As that thought crossed our
minds, did we find ourselves saying “so what” or “alleluia”? For
many, today is truly a day of alleluia. For others, it is just another
day of “so what.” Faith makes a huge difference. It not only makes
a difference in how we understand today and the significance of
what we celebrate, it also makes a huge difference in terms of how
we understand ourselves.

Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, follow your
dreams, make money, protect your social status, be politically
correct, and keep your preferences to yourself are pretty good
examples of the messages our secular life wants us to hear. In and
of themselves, they don’t sound all that harmful. But when really
examined, they are. The life of resurrection embodied in the
Gospel tells us a much different story.

Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, distracted,
occupied, and working. For many of us, an agenda awaits us
before we even start our day, and unfinished stuff is brought with
us when we retire at night. Make the best of life and “find your
own road to happiness are messages we all too easily believe. The
“so what” response to the new life of resurrection is often the
result of believing that life is only what I make it. What God has to
say isn’t important to me securing my next raise.

Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we may give the
wonder of heaven a blink now and then, its glory really doesn’t
impress us or matter all that much. It’s all about the here and now
and what I need to do today to get where I want to be tomorrow.
We tend to put off considering the one significant “tomorrow” that
will come the millisecond after we take our last breath. When that
happens, will we want to be thinking “so what?” or “alleluia”?
There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one resurrection. There
is also only one of us. Have you ever pondered what one solitary,
humble human life can do? Faith, not our world, tells us how
special we are. We are not robots. We are not replaceable. We
have one shot. There are no do-overs. Love is at our core and
unites us together as one with the God of love who so desperately
wants us to be with Him forever. This may not match our secular
agenda, but it ought to make our true inner agenda leap for joy.
There doesn’t need to be an end. I can live forever. Alleluia!

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY INCLUDING:

Especially Tiffany Williams; Peter John Ifurung; PFC Mark J.
Venancio; Andrew Alexander; Lt. Victor Barba; 1st Lt Peter
Agboli; Krystol Dudly; Christian Samoy; Derrell Thomas Jahaira
Best; Kevin Myers; Delange Monks, Marquette Young.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF
APRIL 20, 2020

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17,
22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/
Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,
9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and
22 [5b]/In 20:11-18

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9
[3b]/Lk 24:13-35

Thursday:  Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9
[2ab]/Lk 24:35-48

Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-24,
25-27a[22]/In 21:1-14

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab,

16-18, 19-21 [21a]/Mk 16:9-15
Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15,
22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31

Next Sunday:

Monday, April 13
8:15 a.m. Souls in Purgatory
Tuesday, April 14
8:15 a.m. +Artur Tolentino
Wednesday, April 15
8:15 a.m. +Anastacio & Valeriana Santos
7:00 p.m. +Victoria Cayaban
Thursday, April 16
8:15 a.m. +MacarioTabila
Friday, April 17
8:15 a.m. Darell Navaja (Birthday)
Saturday, April 18
9:00 a.m. +Benny Gutierrez
5:00 p.m. +Peter & Angelina Marino
Sunday, April 19
8:00 a.m. Ellis Flores (Birthday)
10:00 a.m. +Charles LoMedico
12:00 p.m. +Godofredo Decena

IN YOUR PRAYERS
Our Sick and Suffering

Especially Rachel Fisher, Tess Samoy, Lamar Johnson, Ellamae
Hulsey, Kobi King, Jeanne Pike, Cathy McGarrigan, Linda Wilkes,
Darlito Quimen, Ellen Palugod, (23Feb20). Ruben & Rose
Curameng, Greg Mathis (01Mar20). Marian Flores, Gloria King,
Eleanor Wachowski, , Cynthia Flores, Nancy Wooster, Verena
McKenzie (15Mar20).

Our Beloved Dead

Especially Macario Reyes, Florent Tabora, Julieta Diamante,
Candida Romulo, Norma San Pedro, Julie Torres
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Dear St. Columba families,

Interested is sending your children to St.Columba School?
Enrollment now open for the 2020-21 school year for grades Prek
4 and grades K - 8.

For more information go to www.stccatholic.org. or call the
school at 301-567-6212

Come in for a tour and see what we are all about, contact our
enrollment director.

Mrs. Lera Rickling at 301-567-6212,ext.2
or ricklingl@stccatholic.org to make an appointment.

Peace and blessings,

Mprs. Christine Patton
Interim Principal

Holy Communion for the Sick/
Homebound

If you are physically unable to come to Mass and
would like to receive the Eucharist at home, please
contact the parish office at 301-567-5506.
Arrangements will be happily made to bring the
Eucharist to you.

“Do not be afraid! | know that
you are seeking Jesus the
crucified. He is not here, for he
L " has been raised just as he said.”

MATTHEW ZB:5B-6

CATECHISM IN A YEAR

106. What did we learn from the temptations of
Jesus in the desert?

The temptations of Jesus in the desert recapitulate the
temptation of Adam in Paradise and the temptations of
Israel in the desert. Satan tempts Jesus in regard to his
obedience to the mission given him by the Father.
Christ, the new Adam, resists and his victory proclaims
that of his passion which is the supreme obedience of
his filial love. The Church unites herself to this mystery
in a special way in the liturgical season of Lent.

Further reading: CCC 538-540, 566

107. Who is invited to come into the Kingdom of
God proclaimed and brought about by Jesus?

All are invited by Jesus to enter the Kingdom of God.
Even the worst of sinners is called to convert and to
accept the boundless mercy of the Father. Already here
on earth, the Kingdom belongs to those who accept it
with a humble heart. To them the mysteries of the
Kingdom are revealed.

Further reading: CCC 541-546, 567
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From Father Gary, Deacon Andy,
Deacon Robert and sStaff
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ADMINISTR ATIONS, STEWARDSHIP AND SER VICE

PRAYER LIST: Names for the Prayer List
_— should be written elther in a note or sent

¥ bulletin llstmg in the order it is received and will
remain for one month and then removed. To place
a name back on the list, please resubmit the name. Thank you!

CERTIFICATES: When requesting Certificates (e.g. baptisms,
confirmations) or permission letters to be a godparent, please call
or email the Parish Office with required information at least 10
business days in advance.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: It is necessary to use donation
envelopes so that the parish office can track your attendance, allow
the parish office to keep track of your donations for year-end
statement of your donations, and for not using the envelopes you
will be marked inactive. If you are moving or have a change of
address or if there is an addition of a family member, please
notify the parish office.

BAPTISMAL INFORMATION CLASS: In The Archdiocese of
Washington, parents who wish to have their son/daughter baptized
must attend this information session. The session is ‘“user-
friendly”, informative (learn about raising you child Catholic),
social (get to meet other parents) and fun! To attend, please
contact or email the Parish Office. NO WALK-INS. Only the
parents are required to attend, but Godparents are welcome.
Lunch Time

GFFICE HODR 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.

A REQUEST FROM OUR MONEY COUNTERS Please mark
the amount of your contribution on the envelopes and make sure
that your check is sign, placed in the Sunday collection basket. It
will save our hard-working crew of volunteer Money Counters a
lot of time! Thanks for your help!

DO YOU NEED TO REGISTER?

e  just married? Even if you grew up in St. Columba Parish, you
(as an adult) need to register independent from your parents.

e new to the parish?

e moving back? attending Mass but have never officially
registered?

Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m.

Whatever your reason, formally registering and becoming an active
member is an important, tangible way to show your affiliation to
the parish.

Registered active/contributing members receive envelop with your
own number, are eligible for sponsor/godparent validation, and are
eligible to rent parish.

EASY OPTIONS TO REGISTER

e Pick up a registration after Mass at the Narthex or ask one of
our ushers.

e Pick up a registration form in our Parish Office located across
the parking lot.

e Call the parish office at 301-567-5506 to receive the form in
the mail.

Completed forms may be returned to the parish office, by mail or
give it to one of our ushers after Mass. After you register, you will
receive parish mailings and church offertory envelopes.

Please also notify the office to update your information for any of’
the following reasons: to advise of a change of address, phone
number, update email or to advise when leaving the parish

COLLECTIONS
SUNDAY OFFERING
Month of February 2020 $37,639.00
COMPARISON
Month of February 2019 $38,174.00
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR
PARISH

Please call the Parish
Office at
201-56F-5506.

PARISH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

If you already pledged and opted for electronic
bank or credit card withdrawals. Please set-up
your account through Parish Giving. Go to
www.stcolumbcatholic.net and click the Parish
Giving link. If you need help, please call the
parish office at 301-567-5506. Thank you for
your support.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN STATUS

Total Amount Goal: $860,000
Amount collected through
February 29, 2020: $403,540

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
OR MAIL YOUR DONATION

Our parish is grateful for your continued support.
Thank you!
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AROUND THE PARISH, DIOCESE AND BEYOND

CONFESSING SINS

Question:

If I go to the Sacrament of Penance and end up repeating the
same sins, does that mean I do not have a strong enough
intention to amend my life?

Answer:

There is a popular expression that says, “Be patient. God
isn’t finished with me yet!” Growing in faith and holiness is
an ongoing, life-long project, and our struggle with sin is at
the heart of it. As St. Paul says, the good he intends to do, he
does not do. The evil he does not intend, he does! It is not
always a lack of intention, but more often the allure of evil
that makes it difficult to change.

When we confess our sins, we are to come with a fully con-
trite heart. You need to reflect on your true feelings toward
your actions before approaching the sacrament. After con-
fession, there are strategies you can make to avoid falling
into the same traps of sin. First, pray for and seek out
strength and perseverance through multiple sacraments,
charitable work, and personal sacrifice. Second, avoid occa-
sions of sin when you might fail or be sorely tempted. In
doing these things, remind yourself daily that it is a spiritual
war we wage, and with God’s grace, we will succeed.

frbf Magdala

went and annaunced'* _

FOOD DONATIONS FOR
THE POOR
Please leave your donation in

the blue plastic bin in the
narthex. Non-perishable foods
only. Please check the expiration date. [tems
needed are: pasta, peanut butter, jelly, cereal,
vegetables, canned meat, and canned fruit. The
Oxon Hill Food Pantry also needs several
volunteers. Please call Frieda Edwards at 301-
894-8374. Thank you!

R @% 1( 2020 JUBILARIAN MASS
Marri Dfﬂ les Celebrating Special Wedding
Anniversaries: 2020 Jubilari-
an Mass Are you celebrating
a special wedding anniver-
“.~ sary? Each year the Archdio-
cese of Washington honors
couples married 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and 51+
years at the annual Jubilarian Mass, held Sunday,
June 28, 2020 at 2:00pm at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. For
more information or to register for the Mass, please
call the parish office The deadline to register is
Friday, May 15, please call the parish office be-
fore the deadline. Thank you!
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PRAYER DURING A HEALTH CRISIS
Compassionate and Loving Father,
In the face of confusion and concern
impart to us the calm of your presence.

In You allow us to find hope and healing.
Be with those who serve the sick and give them
Your caring hands.

Be with those who lead and give them Your
Spirit of wisdom.

Be with those who have fallen ill and give them
Your comforting heart.

Wrap your arms around our world
and hold us in your love.

Allow us at this time of trial to then
serve as instruments of that love to all we meet.
We ask this in Your Name.

Amen.




