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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT THE SITUATION OF MEN IN THE
MODERN WORLD
Man’s deeper questioning
10. The truth is that the imbalances under which the modern world labors are linked with that
more basic imbalance which is rooted in the heart of man. For in man himself many elements
wrestle with one another. Thus, on the one hand, as a creature he experiences his limitations in a
multitude of ways; on the other he feels himself to be boundless in his desires and summoned to
a higher life. Pulled by manifold attractions he is constantly forced to choose among them and
renounce some. Indeed, as a weak and sinful being, he often does what he would not, and fails to
do what he would.(1) Hence he suffers from internal divisions, and from these flow so many and
such great discords in society. No doubt many whose lives are infected with a practical
materialism are blinded against any sharp insight into this kind of dramatic situation; or else,
weighed down by unhappiness they are prevented from giving the matter any thought. Thinking
they have found serenity in an interpretation of reality everywhere proposed these days, many
look forward to a genuine and total emancipation of humanity wrought solely by human effort;
they are convinced that the future rule of man over the earth will satisfy every desire of his heart.
Nor are there lacking men who despair of any meaning to life and praise the boldness of those
who think that human existence is devoid of any inherent significance and strive to confer a total
meaning on it by their own ingenuity alone.
Nevertheless, in the face of the modern development of the world, the number constantly swells
of the people who raise the most basic questions or recognize them with a new sharpness: what is
man? What is this sense of sorrow, of evil, of death, which continues to exist despite so much
progress? What purpose have these victories purchased at so high a cost? What can man offer to
society, what can he expect from it? What follows this earthly life?
The Church firmly believes that Christ, who died and was raised up for all,(2) can through His
Spirit offer man the light and the strength to measure up to his supreme destiny. Nor has any
other name under the heaven been given to man by which it is fitting for him to be saved.(3) She
likewise holds that in her most benign Lord and Master can be found the key, the focal point and
the goal of man, as well as of all human history. The Church also maintains that beneath all
changes there are many realities which do not change and which have their ultimate foundation
in Christ, Who is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.(4) Hence under the light of
Christ, the image of the unseen God, the firstborn of every creature,(5) the council wishes to
speak to all men in order to shed light on the mystery of man and to cooperate in finding the
solution to the outstanding problems of our time.

CHAPTER I
THE DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON

KINDS OF ATHEISM AND IT’S CAUSES
19. The root reason for human dignity lies in man's call to communion with God. From the very
circumstance of his origin man is already invited to converse with God. For man would not exist
were he not created by Gods love and constantly preserved by it; and he cannot live fully
according to truth unless he freely acknowledges that love and devotes himself to His Creator.
Still, many of our contemporaries have never recognized this intimate and vital link with God, or
have explicitly rejected it. Thus atheism must be accounted among the most serious problems of
this age, and is deserving of closer examination.
The word atheism is applied to phenomena which are quite distinct from one another. For while
God is expressly denied by some, others believe that man can assert absolutely nothing about
Him. Still others use such a method to scrutinize the question of God as to make it seem devoid
of meaning. Many, unduly transgressing the limits of the positive sciences, contend that
everything can be explained by this kind of scientific reasoning alone, or by contrast, they
altogether disallow that there is any absolute truth. Some laud man so extravagantly that their
faith in God lapses into a kind of anemia, though they seem more inclined to affirm man than to
deny God. Again some form for themselves such a fallacious idea of God that when they
repudiate this figment they are by no means rejecting the God of the Gospel. Some never get to
the point of raising questions about God, since they seem to experience no religious stirrings nor
do they see why they should trouble themselves about religion. Moreover, atheism results not
rarely from a violent protest against the evil in this world, or from the absolute character with
which certain human values are unduly invested, and which thereby already accords them the
stature of God. Modern civilization itself often complicates the approach to God not for any
essential reason but because it is so heavily engrossed in earthly affairs.
Undeniably, those who willfully shut out God from their hearts and try to dodge religious
questions are not following the dictates of their consciences, and hence are not free of blame; yet
believers themselves frequently bear some responsibility for this situation. For, taken as a whole,
atheism is not a spontaneous development but stems from a variety of causes, including a critical
reaction against religious beliefs, and in some places against the Christian religion in particular.
Hence believers can have more than a little to do with the birth of atheism. To the extent that
they neglect their own training in the faith, or teach erroneous doctrine, or are deficient in their
religious, moral or social life, they must be said to conceal rather than reveal the authentic face
of God and religion.

CHAPTER IV
THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN THE MODERN WORLD
WHAT THE CHURCH OFFERS TO INDIVIDUALS

41. Modern man is on the road to a more thorough development of his own personality, and to a
growing discovery and vindication of his own rights. Since it has been entrusted to the Church to
reveal the mystery of God, Who is the ultimate goal of man, she opens up to man at the same
time the meaning of his own existence, that is, the innermost truth about himself. The Church
truly knows that only God, Whom she serves, meets the deepest longings of the human heart,
which is never fully satisfied by what this world has to offer.
She also knows that man is constantly worked upon by God's spirit, and hence can never be
altogether indifferent to the problems of religion. The experience of past ages proves this, as do
numerous indications in our own times. For man will always yearn to know, at least in an
obscure way, what is the meaning of his life, of his activity, of his death. The very presence of
the Church recalls these problems to his mind. But only God, Who created man to His own
image and ransomed him from sin, provides the most adequate answer to the questions, and this
He does through what He has revealed in Christ His Son, Who became man. Whoever follows
after Christ, the perfect man, becomes himself more of a man. For by His incarnation the Father's
Word assumed, and sanctified through His cross and resurrection, the whole of man, body and
soul, and through that totality the whole of nature created by God for man's use.
Thanks to this belief, the Church can anchor the dignity of human nature against all tides of
opinion, for example those which undervalue the human body or idolize it. By no human law can
the personal dignity and liberty of man be so aptly safeguarded as by the Gospel of Christ which
has been entrusted to the Church. For this Gospel announces and proclaims the freedom of the
sons of God, and repudiates all the bondage which ultimately results from sin.(8) (cf. Rom. 8:1417); it has a sacred reverence for the dignity of conscience and its freedom of choice, constantly
advises that all human talents be employed in God's service and men's, and, finally, commends
all to the charity of all (cf. Matt. 22:39).(9)
This agrees with the basic law of the Christian dispensation. For though the same God is Savior
and Creator, Lord of human history as well as of salvation history, in the divine arrangement
itself, the rightful autonomy of the creature, and particularly of man is not withdrawn, but is
rather re-established in its own dignity and strengthened in it.
The Church, therefore, by virtue of the Gospel committed to her, proclaims the rights of man;
she acknowledges and greatly esteems the dynamic movements of today by which these rights
are everywhere fostered. Yet these movements must be penetrated by the spirit of the Gospel and
protected against any kind of false autonomy. For we are tempted to think that our personal
rights are fully ensured only when we are exempt from every requirement of divine law. But this
way lies not the maintenance of the dignity of the human person, but its annihilation.

